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DIVISION 3. REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES AND
CERTIFICATES OF TITLE

CHAPTER 1. ORIGINAL AND RENEWAL REGISTRATION;
ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF TITLE

Article 1. Vehicles Subject to Registration

Registration Required
4000. (a) (1) No person shall drive, move, or leave standing upon a

highway, or in an offstreet public parking facility, any motor vehicle, trailer,
semitrailer, pole or pipe dolly, or logging dolly, unless it is registered and the
appropriate fees have been paid under this code or registered under the
permanent trailer identification program, except that an off-highway motor
vehicle which displays an identification plate or device issued by the
department pursuant to Section 38010 may be driven, moved, or left
standing in an offstreet public parking facility without being registered or
paying registration fees.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, “offstreet public parking facility”
means either of the following:

(A) Any publicly owned parking facility.
(B) Any privately owned parking facility for which no fee for the privilege

to park is charged and which is held open for the common public use of retail
customers.

(3) This subdivision does not apply to any motor vehicle stored in a
privately owned offstreet parking facility by, or with the express permission
of, the owner of the privately owned offstreet parking facility.

(b) No person shall drive, move, or leave standing upon a highway any
motor vehicle, as defined in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 39010) of
Part 1 of Division 26 of the Health and Safety Code, which has been
registered in violation of Part 5 (commencing with Section 43000) of that
Division 26.

(c) Subdivisions (a) and (b) do not apply to off-highway motor vehicles
operated pursuant to Sections 38025 and 38026.5.

(d) This section does not apply, following payment of fees due for
registration, during the time that registration and transfer is being withheld
by the department pending the investigation of any use tax due under the
Revenue and Taxation Code.

(e) Subdivision (a) does not apply to a vehicle that is towed by a tow truck
on the order of a sheriff, marshal, or other official acting pursuant to a court
order or on the order of a peace officer acting pursuant to this code.

(f) Subdivision (a) applies to a vehicle that is towed from a highway or
offstreet parking facility under the direction of a highway service
organization when that organization is providing emergency roadside
assistance to that vehicle. However, the operator of a tow truck providing
that assistance to that vehicle is not responsible for the violation of
subdivision (a) with respect to that vehicle. The owner of an unregistered
vehicle that is disabled and located on private property, shall obtain a permit
from the department pursuant to Section 4003 prior to having the vehicle
towed on the highway.

(g) For purposes of this section, possession of a California driver’s license
by the registered owner of a vehicle shall give rise to a rebuttable
presumption that the owner is a resident of California.

Amended Ch. 186, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 10, Ch. 10, Stats. 1996. Effective February 9, 1996.
Amended Sec. 16, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.
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Pollution Control Device: Certificate or Statement
4000.1. (a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b), (c), or (d) of

this section, or subdivision (b) of Section 43654 of the Health and Safety
Code, the department shall require upon initial registration, and upon
transfer of ownership and registration, of any motor vehicle subject to Part 5
(commencing with Section 43000) of Division 26 of the Health and Safety
Code, and upon registration of a motor vehicle previously registered outside
this state which is subject to those provisions of the Health and Safety Code,
a valid certificate of compliance or a certificate of noncompliance, as
appropriate, issued in accordance with Section 44015 of the Health and
Safety Code.

(b) With respect to new vehicles certified pursuant to Chapter 2
(commencing with Section 43100) of Part 5 of Division 26 of the Health and
Safety Code, the department shall accept a statement completed pursuant to
subdivision (b) of Section 24007 in lieu of the certificate of compliance.

(c) For purposes of determining the validity of a certificate of compliance
or noncompliance submitted in compliance with the requirements of this
section, the definitions of new and used motor vehicle contained in Chapter
2 (commencing with Section 39010) of Part 1 of Division 26 of the Health and
Safety Code shall control.

(d) Subdivision (a) does not apply to a transfer of ownership and
registration under any of the following circumstances:

(1) ( ) The initial application for transfer is submitted within the
90-day validity period of a smog certificate as specified in Section
44015 of the Health and Safety Code.

(2) The transferor is either the parent, grandparent, sibling, child,
grandchild, or spouse of the transferee.

(3) A vehicle registered to a sole proprietorship is transferred to the
proprietor as owner.

(4) The transfer is between companies whose principal business is leasing
vehicles, if there is no change in the lessee or operator of the vehicle or
between the lessor and the person who has been, for at least one year, the
lessee’s operator of the vehicle.

(5) The transfer is between the lessor and lessee of the vehicle, if there is
no change in the lessee or operator of the vehicle.

(6) Prior to January 1, 2003, the motor vehicle was manufactured prior to
the 1974 model-year.

(7) Beginning January 1, 2003, the motor vehicle is 30 or more model-
years old.

(e) The State Air Resources Board, under Part 5 (commencing with
Section 43000) of Division 26 of the Health and Safety Code, may exempt
designated classifications of motor vehicles from subdivision (a) as it deems
necessary, and shall notify the department of that action. 

(f) Subdivision (a) does not apply to a motor vehicle when an additional
individual is added as a registered owner of the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 958, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 292, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 112, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 801, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 127, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following “In any district in which biennial certification is required and a valid certificate was is-
sued in connection with the most recent renewal of registration of the vehicle, and the transfer oc-
curred not more than 60 days following the date by which that renewal of registration was
required.”

Out-of-State Vehicles: Certificate
4000.2. (a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b) of Section
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43654 of the Health and Safety Code, and, commencing on January 1, 1993,
except for 1965 or earlier model-year motor vehicles, the department shall
require upon registration of a motor vehicle subject to Part 5 (commencing
with Section 43000) of Division 26 of the Health and Safety Code, previously
registered outside this state, a valid certificate of compliance or a certificate
of noncompliance, as appropriate, issued in accordance with Section 44015 of
the Health and Safety Code.

(b) For the purposes of determining the validity of a certificate of
compliance or noncompliance submitted in compliance with the
requirements of this section, the definitions of new and used motor vehicle
contained in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 39010) of Part 1 of
Division 26 of the Health and Safety Code shall control.

Amended Ch. 1154, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Pollution Control Device: Biennial Certificate
4000.3. (a) Except as otherwise provided in Section 44011 of the Health

and Safety Code, the department shall require biennially, upon renewal of
registration of any motor vehicle subject to Part 5 (commencing with Section
43000) of Division 26 of the Health and Safety Code, a valid certificate of
compliance issued in accordance with Section 44015 of the Health and Safety
Code. The department, in consultation with the Department of Consumer
Affairs, shall develop a schedule under which vehicles shall be required
biennially to obtain certificates of compliance.

(b) The Department of Consumer Affairs shall provide the department
with information on vehicle classes that are subject to the motor vehicle
inspection and maintenance program.

(c) The department shall include any information pamphlet provided by
the Department of Consumer Affairs with notification of the inspection
requirement and with its renewal notices. The information pamphlet in the
renewal notice shall also notify the owner of the motor vehicle of the right to
have the vehicle pretested pursuant to Section 44011.3 of the Health and
Safety Code.

Amended Ch. 27, Stats. 1994. Effective March 30, 1994.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 938, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Financial Responsibility: Evidence
4000.37. (a) Upon application for renewal of registration of a motor

vehicle, the department shall require that the applicant submit either a form
approved by the department, but issued by the insurer, as specified in
paragraph (1), (2), or (3), or any of the items specified in paragraph (4), as
evidence that the applicant is in compliance with the financial responsibility
laws of this state.

(1) For vehicles covered by private passenger automobile liability policies
and having coverage as described in subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 660 of
the Insurance Code, or policies and coverages for private passenger
automobile policies as described in subdivisions (a) and (b) of that section and
issued by an automobile assigned risk plan, the form shall include all of the
following:

(A) The primary name of the insured covered by the policy or the vehicle
owner, or both.

(B) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle.
(C) The name, the National Association of Insurance Commissioners

(NAIC) number, and the address of the insurance company or surety
company providing a policy or bond for the vehicle.

(D) The policy or bond number, and the effective date and expiration date
of that policy or bond.
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(E) A statement from the insurance company or surety company that the
policy or bond meets the requirements of Section 16056 or 16500.5. For the
purposes of this section, policies described in Sections 11629.71 and 11629.91
of the Insurance Code are deemed to meet the requirements of Section 16056.

(2) For vehicles covered by commercial or fleet policies, and not private
passenger automobile liability policies, as described in paragraph (1), the
form shall include all of the following:

(A) The name and address of the vehicle owner or fleet operator.
(B) The name, the NAIC number, and the address of the insurance

company or surety company providing a policy or bond for the vehicle.
(C) The policy or bond number, and the effective date and expiration date

of the policy or bond.
(D) A statement from the insurance company or surety company that the

policy or bond meets the requirements of Section 16056 or 16500.5 and is a
commercial or fleet policy. For vehicles registered pursuant to Article9.5
(commencing with Section 5301 or Article4 (commencing with Section 8050)
of Chapter 4, one form may be submitted per fleet as specified by the
department.

(3) (A) The director may authorize an insurer to issue a form that does
not conform to paragraph (1) or (2) if the director does all of the following:

(i) Determines that the entity issuing the alternate form is or will begin
reporting the insurance information required under paragraph (1) or (2) to
the department through electronic transmission.

(ii) Determines that use of the alternate form furthers the interests of the
state by enhancing the enforcement of the state’'s financial responsibility
laws.

(iii) Approves the contents of the alternate form as providing an adequate
means for persons to prove compliance with the financial responsibility laws.

(B) The director may authorize the use of the alternate form in lieu of the
forms otherwise required under paragraph (1) or (2) for a period of four years
or less and may renew that authority for additional periods of four years or
less.

(4) In lieu of evidence of insurance as described in paragraphs (1), (2), and
(3), one of the following documents as evidence of coverage under an
alternative form of financial responsibility may be provided by the applicant:

(A) An evidence form, as specified by the department, that indicates
either a certificate of self-insurance or an assignment of deposit letter has
been issued by the department pursuant to Sections 16053 or 16054.2.

(B) An insurance covering note or binder pursuant to Section 382 or 382.5
of the Insurance Code.

(C) An evidence form that indicates coverage is provided by a charitable
risk pool operating under Section 5005.1 of the Corporations Code, if the
registered owner of the vehicle is a nonprofit organization that is exempt
from taxation under paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of Section 501 of the
United States Internal Revenue Code. The evidence form shall include: 

(i) The name and address of the vehicle owner or fleet operator. 
(ii) The name and address of the charitable risk pool providing the policy

for the vehicle. 
(iii) The policy number, and the effective date and expiration date of the

policy. 
(iv) A statement from the charitable risk pool that the policy meets the

requirements of subdivision (b) of Section 16054.2.
(b) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(1) A vehicle for which a certification has been filed pursuant to Section

4604, until the vehicle is registered for operation upon the highway.
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(2) A vehicle that is owned or leased by, or under the direction of, the
United States or any public entity that is included in Section 811.2 of the
Government Code.

(3) A vehicle registration renewal application where there is a change of
registered owner.

(4) A vehicle for which evidence of liability insurance information has
been electronically filed with the department.

Added and repealed Sec. 3, Ch. 1126, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997. Repeal operative
January 1, 2000.

Amended Sec. 9, Ch. 619, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Repealed Sec. 4 and added Sec. 5, Ch. 880, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
Amended Sec. 6.5, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.
Amended Sec. 188, Ch. 159, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Financial Responsibility: Insufficiency
4000.38. (a) The department may suspend, cancel, or revoke the

registration of a vehicle when it determines that either of the following
circumstances has occurred:

(1) The registration was obtained by providing false evidence of financial
responsibility to the department.

(2) Upon notification by an insurance company that the required coverage
has been canceled and a sufficient period of time has elapsed since the
cancellation notification, as determined by the department, for replacement
coverage to be processed and received by the department.

(b) Prior to suspending, canceling, or revoking the registration of a
vehicle, the department shall notify the vehicle owner of its intent to
suspend, cancel, or revoke the registration, and shall provide the vehicle
owner a reasonable time, not less than 45 days in cases under paragraph (2)
of subdivision (a), to provide evidence of financial responsibility or to
establish that the vehicle is not being operated.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, before a registration
is reinstated after suspension, cancellation, or revocation, there shall, in
addition to any other fees required by this code, be paid to the department a
fee sufficient to pay the cost of the reissuance as determined by the
department.

Added Sec. 6 Ch. 880, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Registration Required: Primary Use
4000.4. (a) Except as provided in Sections 6700, 6702, and 6703, any

vehicle which is registered to a nonresident owner, and which is based in
California or primarily used on California highways, shall be registered in
California.

(b) For purposes of this section, a vehicle is deemed to be primarily or
regularly used on the highways of this state if the vehicle is located or
operated in this state for a greater amount of time than it is located or
operated in any other individual state during the registration period in
question.

Amended Ch. 1008, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Commercial Motor Vehicles: Registration: Declared Gross Weight of 
10,000 lbs. or More: Inspection

4000.6. Any commercial motor vehicle, singly or in combination, that
operates with a declared gross or combined gross vehicle weight that exceeds
10,000 pounds shall be registered pursuant to Section 9400.1.

(a) A person submitting an application for registration of a commercial
motor vehicle operated in combination with a semitrailer, trailer, or any
combination thereof, shall include the declared combined gross weight of all
units when applying for registration with the department, except as
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exempted under subdivision (a) of Section 9400.1.
(b) This section does not apply to pickups nor to any commercial motor

vehicle or combination that does not exceed 10,000 pounds gross vehicle
weight.

(c) Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section
830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, having reason to believe that a
motor vehicle, singly or in combination, is being operated in excess of its
registered declared gross or combined gross vehicle weight, may require the
driver to stop and submit to an inspection or weighing of the vehicle or
vehicles and an inspection of registration documents.

Added Sec. 17, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 8.5, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Registration of Exempt Vehicles
4001. All vehicles exempt from the payment of registration fees shall be

registered as otherwise required by this code by the person having custody
thereof, and he shall display upon the vehicle a license plate bearing
distinguishing marks or symbols, which shall be furnished by the
department free of charge.

Vehicles Exempt Under Permit
4002. When moved or operated under a permit issued by the

department, registration is not required of:
(a) A vehicle not previously registered while being moved or operated

from a dealer’s, distributor’s, or manufacturer’s place of business to a place
where essential parts of the vehicle are to be altered or supplied.

(b) A vehicle while being moved from a place of storage to another place
of storage.

(c) A vehicle while being moved to or from a garage or repair shop for the
purpose of repairs or alteration.

(d) A vehicle while being moved or operated for the purpose of
dismantling or wrecking the same and permanently removing it from the
highways.

(e) A vehicle, while being moved from one place to another for the purpose
of inspection by the department, assignment of a vehicle identification
number, inspection of pollution control devices, or weighing the vehicle.

(f) A vehicle, the construction of which has not been completed, until such
time as the construction thereof is completed and final weights and costs can
be determined for registration purposes.

Amended Ch. 326, Stats. 1977. Effective January 1, 1978.

Vehicles Operated on One-Trip Permit
4003. A permit, as described in Section 9258, may be issued by the

department for operating any of the following vehicles, except a crane:
(a) A vehicle while being moved or operated unladen for one continuous

trip from a place within this state to another place either within or without
this state or from a place without this state to a place within this state.

(b) A vehicle while being moved or operated for one round trip to be
completed within 60 days from one place to another for the purpose of
participating as a vehicular float or display in a lawful parade or exhibition,
provided that the total round trip does not exceed 100 miles.

The department may issue a quantity of permits under this subsection in
booklet form upon payment of the proper fee for each permit contained in
said booklet. Each permit shall be valid for only one vehicle and for only one
continuous trip. Such permit shall be posted upon the windshield or other
prominent place upon a vehicle and shall identify the vehicle to which it is
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affixed. When so affixed, such permit shall serve in lieu of California
registration.

Amended Ch. 326, Stats. 1977. Effective January 1, 1978.

Other Vehicles: One-Trip Permit
4003.5. (a) Upon payment of the fee specified in Section 9258.5, the

department shall issue to a manufacturer or dealer a one-trip permit
authorizing a new trailer, semitrailer, or auxiliary dolly which has never
been registered in any state, or a used trailer, semitrailer, or auxiliary dolly
which is not currently registered to be moved or operated laden within,
entering, or leaving this state for not more than five days as part of one
continuous trip from the place of manufacture for a new vehicle, or from the
place of dispatch or entry into this state for a used vehicle, to a place where
the vehicle will be offered for sale.

(b) Any permit issued pursuant to this section authorizes the operation of
a single trailer, semitrailer, or auxiliary dolly, and the permit shall identify
the trailer, semitrailer, or auxiliary dolly authorized by make, model, and
vehicle identification number. The permit shall include the name and license
number of the manufacturer from whom the new vehicle is sent, or the name
and license number of the dealer from whom the used vehicle is sent, the
name and address of the person or business receiving the load, a description
of the load being carried, and the name and license number of the dealer who
will be offering the trailer, semitrailer, or auxiliary dolly for sale. Each
permit shall be completed prior to operation of the trailer or semitrailer or
auxiliary dolly on a highway. The permit shall be carried on the trailer,
semitrailer, or auxiliary dolly to which it applies in an appropriate receptacle
inaccessible from the inside of the cab and shall be readily available for
inspection by a peace officer. Each permit is valid at the time of inspection by
a peace officer only if it has been completed as required by the department
and has been placed in the appropriate receptacle as required by this section.
The manufacturer or dealer issued the permit may allow a third party to
move or operate the vehicle.

(c) The privilege of securing and displaying a permit authorized pursuant
to this section shall not be extended to a manufacturer, carrier, or dealer
located in a jurisdiction with which the state does not have vehicle licensing
reciprocity.

(d) The privilege of securing and displaying a permit authorized pursuant
to this section shall not be granted more than once without the sale and
registration of the trailer, semitrailer, or auxiliary dolly.

Amended Ch. 290, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Foreign Commercial Vehicle—Temporary Operation
4004. (a) (1) Commercial motor vehicles meeting the registration

requirements of a foreign jurisdiction, and subject to registration but not
entitled to exemption from registration or licensing under any of the
provisions of this code or any agreements, arrangements, or declarations
made under Article3 (commencing with Section 8000) of Chapter 4, may, as
an alternate to registration, secure a temporary registration to operate in
this state for a period of not to exceed 90 days, or a trip permit to operate in
this state for a period of four consecutive days.

(2) Each trip permit shall authorize the operation of a single commercial
motor vehicle for a period of not more than four consecutive days,
commencing with the day of first use and three consecutive days thereafter.
Every permit shall identify, as the department may require, the commercial
motor vehicle for which it is issued. Each trip permit shall be completed prior
to operation of the commercial motor vehicle on any highway in this state
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and shall be carried in the commercial motor vehicle to which it applies and
shall be readily available for inspection by a peace officer. Each permit shall
be valid at the time of inspection by a peace officer only if it has been
completed as required by the department and has been placed in the
appropriate receptacle as required by this section. It is unlawful for any
person to fail to comply with the provisions of this section.

(b) The privilege of securing and using a trip permit or a temporary
registration not to exceed 90 days shall not extend to the following:

(1) Any vehicle which is based within this state and which is operated by
a person having an established place of business within this state. For
purposes of this paragraph, a commercial motor vehicle shall be considered
to be based in this state if it is primarily operated or dispatched from or
principally garaged or serviced or maintained at a site with an address
within this state.

(2) Vehicles registered in any jurisdiction with which the State of
California does not have vehicle licensing reciprocity, unless the Reciprocity
Commission extends the privilege, by rule, after hearing.

(c) Any trailer or semitrailer identified in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a)
of Section 5014.1 that enters the state without a currently valid license plate
issued by California or another jurisdiction shall be immediately subject to
full identification fees as specified in subdivision (e) of Section 5014.1.

Amended Sec. 18, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 9, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Statement of Multiple County Use of Vehicle
4004.5. The owner of any motor vehicle subject to the registration

provisions of this chapter, or exempted therefrom, may file with the
department, at the time he registers or renews the registration of such motor
vehicle, a signed statement that he resides in more than one county for a
period of more than 30 days, or uses such vehicle in a county other than the
county of his legal residence for business purposes. Such statement shall
specify the address at which the owner resides in any county for more than
30 days, if any, or the length of time during which such owner uses the motor
vehicle for business purposes in any county.

The department shall provide forms for the filing of such statements and
shall take into consideration the length of time during which owners reside
or use motor vehicles in counties, in accordance with the statements filed
with the department, to determine the total number of vehicles registered or
exempted from registration in any particular county.

Added Ch. 1485, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

International Registration Plan: Expired Registration: Unladen 
Operation Permit

4004.7. (a) If the apportioned registration issued under Article4
(commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4 for a commercial vehicle or
vehicle combination that was last registered by a California resident has
expired or has been terminated, the department, upon receipt of a completed
application, a fee of thirty dollars ($30), and proof of financial responsibility
for the vehicle, may issue an unladen operation permit to authorize the
unladen operation of that vehicle or vehicle combination for a period of not
more than 15 continuous days.

(b) This section does not apply to any vehicle or vehicle combination for
which any vehicle registration fees, other than those for the current year,
vehicle license fees, or penalties, or any combination of those are due.

(c) Operation of a laden vehicle or vehicle combination under an unladen
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operation permit issued pursuant to this section is an infraction.
Added Sec. 9, Ch. 539, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Special Permit for Disaster Relief Work
4005. Any vehicle subject to registration may be operated within a

disaster area or region for the purpose of assisting in disaster relief work,
under a special permit to be issued by the department for such purpose,
without the registration of such vehicle.

Said permit shall be issued only if the Department of Transportation or
the responsible local authority has determined that the vehicle is necessary
for such purpose, and shall be valid only during a period of a state of
emergency as proclaimed by the Governor under the provisions of the
California Emergency Services Act.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Vehicle Crossing Highway
4006. A vehicle which is driven or moved upon a highway only for the

purpose of crossing the highway from one property to another in accordance
with a permit issued by the Department of Transportation is exempt from
registration.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Interagency Agreement: Temporary Operating Authority
4007. The department, the Public Utilities Commission, and the State

Board of Equalization shall enter into an interagency agreement to establish
a coordinated system for the issuance of temporary operating authority to
carriers of passengers for compensation by motor vehicles which are
operating under the laws of another state or country. The agreement shall
designate a lead agency from among the parties to the agreement to which
the carrier may make a single application for the temporary operating
authority required under the laws of this state. The lead agency shall
coordinate and expedite all matters relating to issuance of the temporary
operating authority and the collection and distribution of fees therefor with
every other state agency having jurisdiction, so as to promptly prepare and
issue the required operating authority.

Added Ch. 510, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Hauled Vehicles
4009. A vehicle transported upon a highway, no part of which is in

contact with the highway, is exempt from registration.

Special Construction and Mobile Equipment
4010. Special construction equipment and special mobile equipment are

exempt from registration.
Amended Ch. 1659, Stats. 1961. Effective September 15, 1961.

Cemetery Equipment
4012. Any vehicle, implement, or equipment specifically designed or

altered for and used exclusively in the maintenance or operation of cemetery
grounds, which is only incidentally operated or moved on a highway is
exempt from registration.

Amended Ch. 999, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Forklift Trucks
4013. Any forklift truck which is designed primarily for loading and

unloading and for stacking materials and is operated upon a highway only
for the purpose of transporting products or material across a highway in the
loading, unloading or stacking process, and is in no event operated along a
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highway for a greater distance than one-quarter mile is exempt from
registration.

Portable Dolly
4014. Any portable or collapsible dolly carried in a tow truck or in a

truck used by an automobile dismantler and used upon a highway
exclusively for towing disabled vehicles is exempt from registration.

Amended Ch. 924, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Firefighting Vehicle
4015. Any privately owned vehicle designed or capable of being used for

firefighting purposes when operated upon a highway only in responding to,
and returning from, emergency fire calls is exempt from registration.

Amended Ch. 1643, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Loading and Unloading by Dealer
4016. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4000, unregistered

vehicles may be left standing upon a highway adjacent to a vehicle dealers’
place of business when done so in connection with the loading and unloading
of vehicles to be used in the dealer’s business, unless otherwise prohibited by
law.

Added Ch. 1233, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Operation of Vehicle Pending Registration
4017. The provisions of Section 4000 shall not apply to the moving or

operating of a vehicle during the period of time in which application may be
made for registration of the vehicle without penalty as provided in Section
4152.5.

Amended Ch. 1330, Stats. 1974. Operative March 10, 1975.

Logging Vehicles
4018. Any logging vehicle is exempt from registration.
Added Ch. 517, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Golf Carts
4019. A golf cart operated pursuant to Section 21115 is exempt from

registration.
Added Ch. 1303, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Motorized Bicycles
4020. A motorized bicycle operated upon a highway is exempt from

registration.
Added Ch. 987, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Aircraft Refueling Vehicle
4021. Any vehicle that is designed or altered for, and used exclusively

for, the refueling of aircraft at a public airport is exempt from registration, if
the vehicle is operated upon a highway under the control of a local authority
for a continuous distance not exceeding one- half mile each way to and from
a bulk fuel storage facility.

Amended Sec. 57, Ch. 1154, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

Registration: Exemption: Repossessed Vehicles
4022. A vehicle repossessed pursuant to the terms of a security

agreement is exempt from registration solely for the purpose of transporting
the vehicle from the point of repossession to the storage facilities of the
repossessor, and from the storage facilities to the legal owner or a licensed
motor vehicle auction, provided that the repossessor transports with the
vehicle the appropriate documents authorizing the repossession and makes
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them available to a law enforcement officer on request.
Added Sec. 38, Ch. 505, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Low-Speed Vehicle Registration Exemption
4023. A low-speed vehicle operated pursuant to Section 21115 or

21115.1 is exempt from registration.
Added Sec. 2, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Article 2. Original Registration

Application for Vehicle Other Than Motorcycle
4150. Application for the original or renewal registration of a vehicle of

a type required to be registered under this code shall be made by the owner
to the department upon the appropriate form furnished by it and shall
contain all of the following:

(a) The true, full name, business or residence and mailing address, and
drivers license or identification card number, if any, of the owner, and the
true, full name and business or residence or mailing address of the legal
owner, if any.

(b) The name of the county in which the owner resides.
(c) A description of the vehicle, including the following data insofar as

they may exist:
(1) The make, model, and type of body.
(2) The vehicle identification number or any other identifying number as

may be required by the department.
(3) The date first sold by a manufacturer, remanufacturer, or dealer to a

consumer.
(d) Any other information that is reasonably required by the department

to enable it to determine whether the vehicle is lawfully entitled to
registration.

Amended Ch.1221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Commercial Vehicle: Certification of Weight
4150.1. (a)  On a form provided by the department, the registered owner

of record, lessee, or the owner’s designee shall certify and report the declared
gross or combined gross vehicle weight of any commercial motor vehicle,
singly or in combination, in excess of 10,000 pounds. 

(b) A single form may be used or referenced for multiple vehicles. 
Amended Sec. 19, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.
Amended Sec. 10, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Application for Motorcycle
4150.2. Application for the original registration or renewal of the

registration of a motorcycle shall be made by the owner to the department
upon the appropriate form furnished by it, and shall contain all of the
following:

(a) The true, full name, business or residence and mailing address, and
drivers license or identification card number, if any, of the owner, and the
true, full name and business or residence or mailing address of the legal
owner, if any.

(b) The name of the county in which the owner resides.
(c) A description of the motorcycle, including the following data insofar as

they may exist:
(1) The make and type of body.
(2) The motor and vehicle identification numbers recorded exactly as they

appear on the engine and frame, respectively, by the manufacturer, and any
other identifying number of the motorcycle as may be required by the
department.
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(3) The date first sold by a manufacturer, remanufacturer, or dealer to a
consumer.

(d) Any other information that is reasonably required by the department
to enable it to determine whether the vehicle is lawfully entitled to
registration.

(e) The department shall maintain a cross-index file of motor and vehicle
identification numbers registered with it.

Amended Ch. 1221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Coownership Registration
4150.5. Ownership of title to a vehicle subject to registration may be

held by two (or more) coowners as provided in Section 682 of the Civil Code,
except that:

(a) A vehicle may be registered in the names of two (or more) persons as
coowners in the alternative by the use of the word “or.” A vehicle so
registered in the alternative shall be deemed to be held in joint tenancy. Each
coowner shall be deemed to have granted to the other coowners the absolute
right to dispose of the title and interest in the vehicle. Upon the death of a
coowner the interest of the decedent shall pass to the survivor as though title
or interest in the vehicle was held in joint tenancy unless a contrary
intention is set forth in writing upon the application for registration.

(b) A vehicle may be registered in the names of two (or more) persons as
coowners in the alternative by the use of the word “or” and if declared in
writing upon the application for registration by the applicants to be
community property, or tenancy in common, shall grant to each coowner the
absolute power to transfer the title or interest of the other coowners only
during the lifetime of such coowners.

(c) A vehicle may be registered in the names of two (or more) persons as
coowners in the conjunctive by the use of the word “and” and shall thereafter
require the signature of each coowner or his personal representative to
transfer title to the vehicle, except where title to the vehicle is set forth in
joint tenancy, the signature of each coowner or his personal representative
shall be required only during the lifetime of the coowners, and upon death of
a coowner title shall pass to the surviving coowner.

(d) The department may adopt suitable abbreviations to appear upon the
certificate of registration and certificate of ownership to designate the
manner in which title to the vehicle is held if set forth by the coowners upon
the application for registration.

Added Ch. 891, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Transfer of Vehicles on Death: Beneficiary Form of Ownership
4150.7. (a) Ownership of title to a vehicle subject to registration may be

held in beneficiary form that includes a direction to transfer ownership of the
vehicle to a designated beneficiary on the death of the owner if both of the
following requirements are satisfied:

(1) Only one owner is designated.
(2) Only one TOD beneficiary is designated.
(b) A certificate of ownership issued in beneficiary form shall include,

after the name of the owner, the words “transfer on death to” or the
abbreviation “TOD” followed by the name of the beneficiary.

(c) During the lifetime of the owner, the signature or consent of the
beneficiary is not required for any transaction relating to the vehicle for
which a certificate of ownership in beneficiary form has been issued.

(d) The fee for registering ownership of a vehicle in a beneficiary form is
ten dollars ($10).

Added Ch. 1055, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1993.
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Vehicle in State
4151. The department shall not accept an application for the original

registration of a vehicle in this State unless the vehicle at the time of
application is within this State unless the provisions of Section 4152 are
complied with.

Vehicle Outside State
4152. (a) The department may accept an application for registration of

a vehicle which is not within this state, but which is to be registered to a
resident of this state, at the time all documents and fees, as determined by
the department in accordance with the provisions of this division, are
submitted to the department.

(b) Any fees submitted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall not be subject to
refund based upon the fact that the vehicle has not been and is not within
this state.

Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Foreign Vehicle Registration
4152.5. Except as provided for in subdivision (c) of Section 9553, when

California registration is required of a vehicle last registered in a foreign
jurisdiction, an application for registration shall be made to the department
within 20 days following the date registration became due. The application
shall be deemed an original application.

Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Special Vehicles
4153. If the vehicle to be registered is a specially constructed or

remanufactured vehicle, the application shall also state that fact and contain
additional information as may reasonably be required by the department to
enable it properly to register the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 1286, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Farm Labor Vehicle Inspection Requirement
4154. The department may not issue or renew the registration of a farm

labor vehicle unless the owner of the vehicle provides verification to the
department that the inspection required by Section 31401 has been
performed. For these purposes, the department shall determine what
constitutes appropriate verification.

Added Sec. 1.5, Ch. 557, Stats. 1999. Effective September 29, 1999.

Publicly Owned Vehicles
4155. Registration under this code shall apply to any vehicle owned by

the United States Government, the State, or any city, county, or political
subdivision of the State, except in the following particulars:

(a) A license plate issued for a vehicle while publicly owned need not
display the year number for which it is issued, but shall display a
distinguishing symbol or letter.

(b) The registration of the vehicle and the registration card issued
therefor shall not be renewed annually but shall remain valid until the
certificate of ownership is suspended, revoked, or canceled by the
department or upon a transfer of any interest shown in the certificate of
ownership. If ownership of the vehicle is transferred to any person, the
vehicle shall be reregistered as a privately owned vehicle and the special
license plates shall be surrendered to the department.

(c) An identification plate used for special construction, cemetery, or
special mobile equipment need not display a distinguishing symbol or letter.

Amended Ch. 1242, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.
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Temporary Permit
4156. Other provisions of this code notwithstanding, the department in

its discretion may issue a temporary permit to operate a vehicle when a
payment of fees has been accepted in an amount to be determined by, and
paid to the department, by the owner or other person in lawful possession of
such vehicle. The permit shall be subject to such terms and conditions and
shall be valid for such period of time as the department shall deem
appropriate under the circumstances.

Amended Ch. 1478, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Undertaking
4157. In the absence of the regularly required supporting evidence of

ownership upon application for registration or transfer of a vehicle, the
department may accept an undertaking or bond which shall be conditioned
to protect the department and all officers and employees thereof and any
subsequent purchaser of the vehicle, any person acquiring a lien or security
interest thereon, or the successor in interest of such purchaser or person
against any loss or damage on account of any defect in or undisclosed claim
upon the right, title, and interest of the applicant or other person in and to
the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 819, Stats. 1963. Effective January 1, 1965.

Return of Bond of Undertaking
4158. In the event the vehicle is no longer registered in this state and the

currently valid certificate of ownership is surrendered to the department, the
bond or undertaking shall be returned and surrendered at the end of three
years or prior thereto.

Amended Ch. 517, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Notice of Change of Address
4159. Whenever any person after making application for the

registration of a vehicle required to be registered under this code, or after
obtaining registration either as owner or legal owner, moves or acquires a
new address different from the address shown in the application or upon the
certificate of ownership or registration card, such person shall, within 10
days thereafter, notify the department of his old and new address.

Amended Ch. 552, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Change of Address on Card
4160. Any registered owner of a vehicle who moves or acquires a new

address different from the address shown upon the registration card issued
for the vehicle shall within 10 days mark out the former address shown on
the face of the card and with pen and ink write or type the new address on
the face of the card immediately below the former address with the initials
of the registered owner.

Amended Ch. 964, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Engine or Motor Change: Distinguishing Vehicle Identification Number
4161. (a) Whenever a motor vehicle engine or motor is installed, except

temporarily, in a motor vehicle which is identified on the ownership and
registration certificates by motor or engine number or by both the motor and
frame numbers and subject to registration under this code, the owner of the
motor vehicle shall, within 10 days thereafter, give notice to the department
upon a form furnished by it containing a description of the motor vehicle
engine or motor installed, including any identifying number thereon and the
date of the installation. The owner of the motor vehicle shall also submit to
the department with the notice the certificate of ownership and registration
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card covering the motor vehicle in which the motor vehicle engine or motor
is installed and evidence of ownership covering the new or used motor vehicle
engine or motor installed and such other documents as may be required by
the department.

(b) Upon receipt of motor vehicle engine or motor change notification and
other required documents, the department shall assign a distinguishing
vehicle identification number to motor vehicles, other than motorcycles or
motor-driven cycles registered under a motor number or motor and frame
numbers. When the distinguishing vehicle identification number is placed on
the vehicle as authorized, the vehicle shall thereafter be identified by the
distinguishing identification number assigned.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or any other
provision of law, whenever an application is made to the department to
register a replacement engine case for any motorcycle, the department shall
request the Department of the California Highway Patrol to inspect the
motorcycle to determine its proper identity. If the replacement engine case
bears the same identifying numbers as the engine case being replaced, the
original engine case shall be destroyed. A determination verifying proof of
destruction shall be made by the Department of the California Highway
Patrol.

Amended Ch. 755, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 94, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Three or More Motor Vehicles
4163. The owner of three or more motor vehicles is not required to notify

the department or to pay the fee required under Section 9257 when motor
vehicle engines or motors owned by him are installed in or transferred
between the motor vehicles owned by him until the motor vehicle is sold,
transferred, or otherwise disposed of by him.

Amended Ch. 58, Stats. 1961. Effective September 15, 1961.

Removed, Destroyed, or Obliterated Motor or Identifying Number: 
Distinguishing Vehicle Identification Number

4166. The department may assign a distinguishing vehicle identification
number to a motor vehicle whenever the motor or other identifying number
thereon is removed, destroyed or obliterated, and any motor vehicle to which
a distinguishing vehicle identification number is assigned as authorized
herein shall be registered under the number so assigned when registration
of the motor vehicle is required under this code.

Amended Ch. 824, Stats. 1970. Effective November 23, 1970.

Article 3. Registration of Foreign Vehicles

Application
4300. Upon application for registration of a vehicle previously registered

outside this State, the application shall be certified by the applicant and
shall state that the vehicle previously has been registered outside this State,
the time and place of the last registration of such vehicle outside this State,
the name and address of the governmental officer, agency, or authority
making the registration, and such further information relative to its previous
registration as may reasonably be required by the department, including the
time and place of original registration, if known, and if different from the last
foreign registration.

Use Tax Required
4300.5. An application for registration under this chapter of a vehicle

previously registered outside of this state shall be accompanied by payment
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of the amount required to be paid under Part 1 (commencing with Section
6001) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code with respect to the use
of the vehicle by the applicant.

Amended Ch. 144, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Surrender of Plates and Documents
4301. The applicant shall surrender to the department all unexpired

license plates, seals, certificates, or other evidence of foreign registration as
may be in his possession or under his control. The department may require
a certification from the jurisdiction of last registry when the applicant fails
to surrender the last issued unexpired license plates.

Disposition of Plates
4302. Upon application made at the time of their surrender to the

department and upon payment of a fee of one dollar ($1), the department
shall return the unexpired license plates to the official in charge of the
registration of motor vehicles in the state of issue of the license plates.

Retention of Plates
4303. If in the course of interstate operation of a vehicle registered in

another state it is desirable to retain registration in such state, the applicant
need not surrender the evidence of foreign registration, but shall deliver it to
the department for purposes of inspection, and the department upon a proper
showing shall register the vehicle in this State, but shall not issue a
certificate of ownership for the vehicle.

Effect of Foreign Certificates of Title
4304. Upon application for registration of a vehicle previously registered

outside this State, the department shall grant full faith and credit to the
currently valid certificate of title describing the vehicle, the ownership
thereof, and any liens thereon, issued by the state in which the vehicle was
last registered, except that the laws of the state shall provide for the notation
upon the certificate of title of any and all liens and encumbrances other than
those dependent upon possession.

Validity of Foreign Certificates
4305. In the absence of knowledge by the department that any

certificate of title issued by another state is forged, fraudulent, or void, the
acceptance thereof by the department shall be a sufficient determination of
the genuineness and regularity of the certificate and of the truth of the
recitals therein, and no liability shall be incurred by any officer or employee
of the department by reason of so accepting a certificate of title.

Foreign Liens and Encumbrances
4306. In the event a certificate of title issued by another state shows any

lien or encumbrance upon the vehicle therein described, then the department
upon registering the vehicle in this State and upon issuing a certificate of
ownership shall include therein the name of the lienholder as legal owner
unless documents submitted with the foreign certificate of title establish that
the lien or encumbrance has been fully satisfied.

Title in Doubt
4307. In the event application is made in this state for registration of a

vehicle and the department is not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle
or the existence of foreign liens thereon, then the department may register
the vehicle and issue a distinctive registration card and appropriate license
plates but shall withhold issuance of a California certificate of ownership
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unless the applicant shall present documents sufficient to reasonably satisfy
the department of the applicant’s ownership of the vehicle and sufficient to
identify any liens thereon or the applicant shall post a bond pursuant to
Section 4157.

Amended Ch. 636, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Return of Documents
4308. In the event the department refuses to grant an application for

registration in this State of a vehicle previously registered in another state,
the department shall immediately return to the applicant all documents
submitted by the applicant with the application.

Notice to Other States
4309. The department shall forthwith mail a notice of the filing of any

application for registration of a vehicle previously registered outside this
state upon written request of the governmental officer, agency, or authority
which made the last registration of the vehicle outside this state. The notice
shall contain like data as required on the application filed with the
department. This section shall not apply to applications to register
commercial vehicles operating in interstate transportation nor to vehicles
last registered in a foreign province or country.

Amended Ch. 1141, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Article 4. Evidences of Registration

Certificate of Ownership and Registration Card
4450. The department upon registering a vehicle shall issue a certificate

of ownership to the legal owner and a registration card to the owner, or both
to the owner if there is no legal owner of the vehicle.

Contents of Certificate of Ownership
4451. The certificate of ownership shall contain all of the following:
(a) Not less than the information required upon the face of the

registration card.
(b) Provision for notice to the department of a transfer of the title or

interest of the owner or legal owner.
(c) Provision for application for transfer of registration by the transferee.
(d) Provision for an odometer disclosure statement pursuant to

subsection (a) of Section 32705 of Title 49 of the United States Code.
Amended Ch. 852, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 8, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Certificate of Ownership Without Registration
4452. The department may issue a certificate of ownership to the legal

owner of a vehicle without requiring registration, and may issue a facsimile
copy of the certificate to the owner if there is no legal owner, the application
is submitted in proper form, and one of the following conditions exist:

(a) The vehicle is registered pursuant to Section 5014.1.
(b) A certification has been filed with the department, pursuant to

subdivision (a) of Section 4604, that the vehicle has not been driven, moved,
or left standing upon any highway so as to require payment of fees and that
the owner will not thereafter permit that operation or movement of the
vehicle or leave the vehicle standing on any highway without surrendering,
or arranging to surrender, the certificate of ownership to the department and
without first making an application for the regular registration of the vehicle
and full payment of all fees required to be paid under this code and Part 5
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(commencing with Section 10701) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code.

Amended Sec. 11, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Contents of Registration Card
4453. (a) The registration card shall contain upon its face, the date

issued, the name and residence or business address of the owner and of the
legal owner, if any, the registration number assigned to the vehicle, and a
description of the vehicle as complete as that required in the application for
registration of the vehicle.

(b) A motor vehicle of a type included in this subdivision shall be
identified as such on the face of the registration card, whenever the
department is able to ascertain that fact, at the time application is made for
initial registration or transfer of ownership of the vehicle.

(1) A motor vehicle rebuilt and restored to operation which was
previously declared to be a total loss salvage vehicle because the cost of
repairs exceeds the retail value of the vehicle.

(2) A motor vehicle rebuilt and restored to operation which was
previously reported to be dismantled pursuant to Section 11520.

(3) A motor vehicle previously registered to a law enforcement agency and
operated in law enforcement work.

(4) A motor vehicle formerly operated as a taxicab.
(5) A motor vehicle manufactured outside of the United States and not

intended by the manufacturer for sale in the United States.
(6) A park trailer, as described in  Section 18009.3 of the Health and

Safety Code, which when moved upon the highway is required to be moved
under a permit pursuant to Section 35780.

(7) A motor vehicle that has been reacquired under circumstances
described in subdivision (c) of Section 1793.23 of the Civil Code, a vehicle
with out-of-state titling documents reflecting a warranty return, or a vehicle
that has been identified by an agency of another state as requiring a
warranty return title notation, pursuant to the laws of that state. The
notation made on the face of the registration and pursuant to this
subdivision shall state “Lemon Law Buyback.”

(c) The director may modify the form, arrangement, and information
appearing on the face of the registration card and may provide for
standardization and abbreviation of fictitious or firm names on the
registration card whenever the director finds that the efficiency of the
department will be promoted by so doing, except that general delivery or post
office box numbers shall not be permitted as the address of the registered
owner unless there is no other address.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 503, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 566, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Farm Labor Vehicle Registration Card Notation
4453.2. In addition to the information required under Section 4453, the

registration card of every farm labor vehicle shall contain the words, “Farm
Labor Vehicle,” in conjunction with the vehicle identification information.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 557, Stats. 1999. Effective September 29, 1999.

Registration of Leased Vehicles
4453.5. (a) In the case of leased vehicles, the lessor and the lessee shall

be shown on the registration card as the owner and the lessee of a vehicle,
and the department shall designate their relationships upon the card and the
ownership certificate by the words “lessor” and “lessee” and, at the election
of the lessor, the department may designate thereon either the address of the
lessor or the lessee.
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(b) Transfers of ownership involving vehicles registered as provided in
subdivision (a) shall only be effected upon the signature release of the lessor.

(c) The lessor shall provide the address, or the name and address, of the
lessee on a form prescribed by the department in all cases where the
information is not on the registration card and ownership certificate.
Information received under this subdivision shall be used only for law
enforcement and shall be available only to law enforcement officials at their
request.

(d) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1986.
Repealed and Added Ch. 1500, Stats. 1985. Effective July 1, 1986.

Leased Vehicles: Information to Law Enforcement Officer
4453.6. On request of any member of the California Highway Patrol, any

regularly employed and salaried police officer or deputy sheriff, or any
employee or officer of the department specified in Section 1655, who is
conducting an investigation of a public offense, the lessor of a vehicle shall
furnish the name and address of the lessee of a vehicle if that information
does not appear on the registration card.

Amended Ch. 830, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Registration Card Kept With Vehicle
4454. (a) Every owner, upon receipt of a registration card, shall

maintain the same or a facsimile copy thereof with the vehicle for which
issued.

(b) This section does not apply when a registration card is necessarily
removed from the vehicle for the purpose of application for renewal or
transfer of registration, or when the vehicle is left unattended.

(c) Any violation of this section shall be cited in accordance with the
provisions of Section 40610.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 106, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Display of Foreign Commercial Vehicle Permit
4455. Any permit issued under Section 4004 shall be carried in the

vehicle for which issued at all times while it is being operated in this State.

Use and Display of Report-of-Sale Forms
4456. (a) When selling a vehicle, dealers and lessor-retailers shall use

numbered report-of-sale forms issued by the department. The forms shall be
used in accordance with the following terms and conditions:

(1) The dealer or lessor-retailer shall attach for display a copy of the
report of sale on the vehicle before the vehicle is delivered to the purchaser.

(2) The dealer or lessor-retailer shall submit to the department an
application accompanied by all fees and penalties due for registration or
transfer of registration of the vehicle within 30 days from the date of sale, as
provided in subdivision (c) of Section 9553, if the vehicle is a used vehicle,
and 20 days if the vehicle is a new vehicle. Penalties due for noncompliance
with this paragraph shall be paid by the dealer or lessor-retailer. The dealer
or lessor-retailer shall not charge the purchaser for the penalties.

(3) As part of an application to transfer registration of a used vehicle, the
dealer or lessor-retailer shall include all of the following information on the
certificate of title, application for a duplicate certificate of title, or form
prescribed by the department:

(A) Date of sale and report of sale number.
(B) Purchaser’s name and address.
(C) Dealer’s name, address, number, and signature or signature of

authorized agent.
(D) Salesperson number.
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(4) If the department returns an application and the application was first
received by the department within 30 days of the date of sale of the vehicle if
the vehicle is a used vehicle, and 20 days if the vehicle is a new vehicle, the
dealer or lessor-retailer shall submit a corrected application to the
department within 50 days from the date of sale of the vehicle if the vehicle
is a used vehicle, and 40 days if the vehicle is a new vehicle, or within 30 days
from the date that the application is first returned by the department if the
vehicle is a used vehicle, and 20 days if the vehicle is a new vehicle,
whichever is later.

(5) If the department returns an application and the application was first
received by the department more than 30 days from the date of sale of the
vehicle if the vehicle is a used vehicle, and 20 days if the vehicle is a new
vehicle, the dealer or lessor-retailer shall submit a corrected application to
the department within 50 days from the date of sale of the vehicle if the
vehicle is a used vehicle, and 40 days if the vehicle is a new vehicle.

(6) An application first received by the department more than 50 days
from the date of sale of the vehicle if the vehicle is a used vehicle, and 40 days
if the vehicle is a new vehicle, is subject to the penalties specified in
subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 4456.1.

(7) The dealer or lessor-retailer shall report the sale pursuant to Section
5901.

(b) (1) A transfer that takes place through a dealer conducting a
wholesale motor vehicle auction shall be reported to the department by that
dealer on a single form approved by the department. The completed form
shall contain, at a minimum, all of the following information:

(A) The name and address of the seller.
(B) The seller’s dealer number, if applicable.
(C) The date of delivery to the dealer conducting the auction.
(D) The actual mileage of the vehicle as indicated by the vehicle’s

odometer at the time of delivery to the dealer conducting the auction.
(E) The name, address, and occupational license number of the dealer

conducting the auction.
(F) The name, address, and occupational license number of the buyer.
(G) The signature of the dealer conducting the auction.
(2) Submission of the completed form specified in paragraph (1) to the

department shall fully satisfy the requirements of subdivision (a) and
subdivision (a) of Section 5901 with respect to the dealer selling at auction
and the dealer conducting the auction.

(3) The single form required by this subdivision does not relieve a dealer
of any obligation or responsibility that is required by any other provision of
law.

(c) A vehicle displaying a copy of the report of sale may be operated
without license plates or registration card until either of the following,
whichever occurs first:

(1) The license plates and registration card are received by the purchaser.
(2) A six-month period, commencing with the date of sale of the vehicle,

has expired.
Amended Ch. 180, Stats. 1994. Effective July 11, 1994.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 813, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 12, Ch. 945, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 600, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Violations: Penalties
4456.1. (a) A dealer or lessor-retailer who violates paragraph (1), (2), or

(7) of subdivision (a) of Section 4456 shall pay to the department an
administrative service fee of five dollars ($5) for each violation.
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(b) A dealer or lessor-retailer who violates paragraph (4), (5), or (6) of
subdivision (a) of Section 4456 shall pay to the department an administrative
service fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) for each violation.

(c)  Subject to subdivision (d), each violation of Section 4456 is, in addition
to the obligation to pay an administrative service fee, a separate cause for
discipline pursuant to Section 11613 or 11705.

(d)  A violation of subdivision (a) of Section 4456 because of a dealer or
lessor-retailer’s failure to submit to the department an application for
registration or transfer of registration is a cause for disciplinary action
pursuant to Section 11613 or 11705 only if the initial application is
submitted 50 days or more following the date of sale of the vehicle if the
vehicle is a used vehicle, and 40 days if the vehicle is a new vehicle.

Amended Sec. 3.1, Ch. 1155, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997. Supersedes Ch. 813.

Stolen, Lost, or Damaged Cards and Plates
4457. If any registration card or license plate is stolen, lost, mutilated,

or illegible, the owner of the vehicle for which the same was issued, as shown
by the records of the department, shall immediately make application for and
may, upon the applicant furnishing information satisfactory to the
department, obtain a duplicate or a substitute or a new registration under a
new registration number, as determined to be most advisable by the
department. An application for a duplicate registration card is not required
in conjunction with any other application.

Amended Ch. 1268, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Plates Lost or Stolen
4458. If both license plates or a permanent trailer identification plate

are lost or stolen, the registered owner shall immediately notify a law
enforcement agency, and shall immediately apply to the department for new
plates in lieu of the plates stolen or lost. The department shall in every
proper case, except in the case of plates which are exempt from fees, cause to
be issued applicable license plates of a different number and assign the
registration number to the vehicle for which the plates are issued.

Amended Sec. 20, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 12, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Stolen, Lost, or Damaged Certificate
4459. If any certificate of ownership is stolen, lost, mutilated or illegible,

the legal owner or, if none, then the owner of the vehicle for which the same
was issued as shown by the records of the department shall immediately
make application for and may, upon the applicant furnishing information
satisfactory to the department, obtain a duplicate.

Seizure of Documents and Plates
4460. The Department of Motor Vehicles, the Traffic Adjudication

Board, and the Department of the California Highway Patrol or any
regularly employed and salaried police officer or deputy sheriff may take
possession of any certificate, card, placard, permit, license, or license plate
issued under this code, upon expiration, revocation, cancellation, or
suspension thereof or which is fictitious or which has been unlawfully or
erroneously issued. Any license plate which is not attached to the vehicle for
which issued, when and in the manner required under this code, may be
seized, and attachment to the proper vehicle may be made or required.

Any such document, placard, or license plate seized shall be delivered to
the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Amended Ch. 142, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.
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Unlawful Use of Forms of Registration, Plates, Permits, or Placards, or 
Validation Tabs

4461. (a) No person may lend any certificate of ownership, registration
card, license plate, special plate, validation tab, or permit issued to him or
her if the person desiring to borrow it would not be entitled to its use,
nor may any person knowingly permit its use by one not entitled to it.

(b) No person to whom a disabled person placard has been issued may
lend the placard to any other person, nor may any disabled person knowingly
permit the use for parking purposes of the placard or identification license
plate issued pursuant to Section 5007 by one not entitled to it. A person to
whom a disabled person placard has been issued may permit another person
to use the placard only while in the presence or reasonable proximity of the
disabled person for the purpose of transporting the disabled person. A
violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not
less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one thousand
dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six
months, or by both that fine and imprisonment.

(c) Except for the purpose of transporting disabled persons as specified in
subdivision (b), no person may display any disabled person placard that was
not issued to him or her or that has been canceled or revoked pursuant to
Section 22511.6. A violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor, punishable
by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one
thousand dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more
than six months, or by both that fine and imprisonment.

(d) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a), (b), and (c), no person using a
vehicle displaying a special identification license plate issued to another
pursuant to Section 5007 may park in those parking stalls or spaces
designated for disabled persons pursuant to Section 22511.7 or 22511.8,
unless transporting a disabled person. A violation of this subdivision is a
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars
($250) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by imprisonment in
the county jail for not more than six months, or by both that fine and
imprisonment.

(e) For the purposes of subdivisions (b) and (c), “disabled person placard”
means a placard issued pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 116, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 524, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Unlawful Use of Disabled Person Placards or Plates: Penalties
4461.5. In addition to, or instead of, any fine imposed for conviction of a

violation of subdivision (c) or (d) of Section 4461, the court may impose a civil
penalty of not more than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) for each
conviction.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 215, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Presentation of Evidence of Registration:
Vehicle Identification Documents: Unlawful Use or Possession

4462. (a) The driver of a motor vehicle shall present the registration or
identification card or other evidence of registration of any or all vehicles
under his or her immediate control for examination upon demand of any
peace officer.

(b) No person shall display upon a vehicle, nor present to any peace
officer, any registration card, identification card, temporary receipt, license
plate, device issued pursuant to Section 4853, or permit not issued for that
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vehicle or not otherwise lawfully used thereon under this code.
(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2001.
Added Sec. 2, Ch. 697, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997. Operative January 1, 2001.

Unlawful Display of Evidence of Registration
4462.5. Every person who commits a violation of subdivision (b) of

Section 4462, with intent to avoid compliance with vehicle registration
requirements of Article1 (commencing with Section 4000) of Chapter 1 or
Article 1 (commencing with Section 5600) of Chapter 2, is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

Added Ch. 640, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

False Evidences and Uses of Documents, Licenses, Devices, Placards, 
or Plates

4463. (a) Every person who, with intent to prejudice, damage, or
defraud, commits any of the following acts is guilty of a felony and upon
conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for
16 months, two or three years, or by imprisonment in the county jail for not
more than one year:

(1) Alters, forges, counterfeits, or falsifies any certificate of ownership,
registration card, certificate, license, license plate, device issued pursuant to
Section 4853, special plate, or permit provided for by this code or any
comparable certificate of ownership, registration card, certificate, license,
license plate, device comparable to that issued pursuant to Section 4853,
special plate, or permit provided for by any foreign jurisdiction, or alters,
forges, counterfeits, or falsifies  the document, device, or plate with intent to
represent it as issued by the department, or alters, forges, counterfeits, or
falsifies with fraudulent intent any endorsement of transfer on a certificate
of ownership or other document evidencing ownership, or with fraudulent
intent displays or causes or permits to be displayed or have in his or her
possession any blank, incomplete, canceled, suspended, revoked, altered,
forged, counterfeit, or false certificate of ownership, registration card,
certificate, license, license plate, device issued pursuant to Section 4853,
special plate, or permit.

(2) Utters, publishes, passes, or attempts to pass, as true and genuine,
any false, altered, forged, or counterfeited matter listed in subdivision (a)
knowing it to be false, altered, forged, or counterfeited.

(b) Every person who, with intent to prejudice, damage, or defraud,
commits any of the following acts is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for
six months or by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) or more
than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment,
which penalty shall not be suspended:

(1) Forges, counterfeits, or falsifies any disabled person placard or any
comparable placard relating to parking privileges for disabled persons
provided for by any foreign jurisdiction, or forges, counterfeits, or falsifies
any disabled person placard with intent to represent it as issued by the
department.

(2) Passes, or attempts to pass, as true and genuine, any false, forged, or
counterfeit disabled person placard knowing it to be false, forged, or
counterfeited.

(3) Acquires, possesses, sells, or offers for sale a genuine or counterfeit
disabled person placard.

(c) Every person who, with fraudulent intent, displays or causes or
permits to be displayed any forged, counterfeit, or false disabled person
placard, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be
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punished by imprisonment in the county jail for six months or by a fine of not
less than five hundred dollars ($500) or more than one thousand dollars
($1,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment, which penalty shall not be
suspended.

(d) For purposes of subdivision  (b) or (c), “disabled person placard” means
a placard issued pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59.

Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 524, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

False Uses of Disabled Person Placards: Penalties
4463.3. In addition to, or instead of, any fine imposed for conviction of a

violation of subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 4463, the court may impose a civil
penalty of not more than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) for each
conviction.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 215, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Facsimile License Plates
4463.5. (a) No person shall manufacture or sell a decorative or facsimile

license plate of a size substantially similar to the license plate issued by the
department.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the director may authorize the
manufacture and sale of decorative or facsimile license plates for special
events or media productions.

(c) A violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not
less than five hundred dollars ($500).

Added Ch. 859, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Altered License Plates
4464. No person shall display upon a vehicle a license plate altered from

its original markings.
Added Ch. 1478, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Information for Legal Owner
4465. A legal owner of record of a vehicle may request, and the

department shall furnish, information regarding the current registration
status of the vehicle, including the license plate number and address of the
registered owner of the vehicle. The department may charge a fee to pay the
cost of furnishing this information.

Added Ch. 1220, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Duplicate Certificates and Plates: Proof of Ownership
4466. (a) The department shall not issue a copy, duplication, or

substitution of a certificate of ownership or license plate if, after a search of
the records of the department, the registered owner’s address, as submitted
with the application for that document, is different from that which appears
in the records of the department, unless the registered owner applies for that
document in person and presents all of the following:

(1) Proof of ownership of the vehicle that is acceptable to the department.
(2) A driver’s license or identification card containing a picture of the

licensee or cardholder issued to the registered owner by the department
pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 12500) of Division 6. The
department shall conduct a search of its records to verify the authenticity of
any document submitted under this paragraph.

(3) If the application is for the purpose of replacing a certificate or license
plate that was stolen, a copy of a police report identifying the document as
stolen.

(4) If the application is for the purpose of replacing a certificate or license
plate that was mutilated or destroyed, the remnants of the mutilated or
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destroyed document. 
(5) If the department has a record of a prior issuance of a copy,

duplication, or substitution of a certificate or license plate for the vehicle,
copy of a report from the Department of the California Highway Patrol
verifying the vehicle identification number of the vehicle.

(b) Subdivision (a) does not apply if the registered owner’s name and
driver’s license or identification card number submitted on the application
match the name and driver’s license or identification card number contained
in the department’s registration record for that vehicle, or if an application
is submitted by or through a dealer, a dismantler, an insurer, an agent of the
insurer, or a salvage pool.

Added Ch. 1041, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 246, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 188, Ch. 83, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

License Plate Replacement: Victims of Domestic Violence
4467. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the

department shall issue new and different license plates immediately
upon request to the registered owner of a vehicle who appears in
person and submits a completed application, if all of the following
are presented:

(1) Proof of ownership of the vehicle that is acceptable to the
department.

(2) A driver’s license or identification card containing a picture of
the licensee or cardholder issued to the registered owner by the
department pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 12500)
of Division 6. The department shall conduct a search of its records to
verify the authenticity of any document submitted under this
paragraph.

(3) The previously issued license plates from the vehicle.
(4) One of the following:
(A) A copy of a police report identifying the registered owner of the

vehicle as the victim of an incident of domestic violence.
(B) A written acknowledgment, dated within 30 days of

submission, on the letterhead of a domestic violence agency, that the
registered owner is actively seeking assistance or has sought
assistance from the agency within the past year.

(C) An active protective order as defined in Section 6218 of the
Family Code, or issued pursuant to Section 527.6 or 527.8 of the Code
of Civil Procedure, which names the registered owner as a protected
party.

(b) Subdivision (a) shall not apply to special interest license
plates.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 80, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

Article 5. Renewal of Registration

Certificates of Ownership
4600. Certificates of ownership shall not be renewed annually but shall

remain valid until suspended, revoked, or canceled by the department for
cause or upon a transfer of any interest shown therein.

Expiration and Renewal of Registration or Certification
4601. Except as otherwise provided in this code, every vehicle

registration and registration card expires at midnight on the expiration date
designated by the director pursuant to Section 1651.5, and shall be renewed
prior to the expiration of the registration year. The department may, upon
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payment of the proper fees, renew the registration of vehicles.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, renewal of registration

for any vehicle which is either currently registered or for which a
certification pursuant to Section 4604 has been filed may be obtained not
more than 60 days prior to the expiration of the current registration or
certification.

Amended Ch. 1243, Stats. 1992. Effective September 30, 1992.

International Registration Plan and Partial Year Registration Program: 
Vehicle License Fee Expiration: Fee Reductions or Increases

4601.5. Notwithstanding Section 4601, the registration for vehicles
registered pursuant to the International Registration Plan as described in
Article 4 (commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4 of Division 3 and for
vehicles registered under the Partial Year Registration Program as
described in Article5 (commencing with Section 9700) of Chapter 6 of
Division 3, expires at midnight of December 31 of the registration year.
However, for the purposes of applying any future reductions or increases in
the vehicle license fee, the vehicle registrations subject to this section shall
be deemed to have a final expiration date in the succeeding calendar year.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 868, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Application for Renewal
4602. Application for renewal of a vehicle registration shall be made by

the owner not later than midnight of the expiration date, and shall be made
by presentation of the registration card last issued for the vehicle or by
presentation of a potential registration card issued by the department for use
at the time of renewal and by payment of the full registration year fee for the
vehicle as provided in this code. If the registration card and potential
registration card are unavailable, a fee as specified in Section 9265 shall not
be paid.

Amended Ch. 1268, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Extension of Renewal Period
4603. Whenever in his opinion the interests of the State will be

promoted thereby, the director with the approval of the Governor may extend
for a period not to exceed 10 days the closing of the period during which
applications for renewal of registration may be presented without the
payment of penalties.

Nonoperated Vehicles
4604. (a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (d), prior to the

expiration of the registration of a vehicle, if that registration is not to be
renewed prior to its expiration, the owner of the vehicle shall file, under
penalty of perjury, a certification that the vehicle will not be operated,
moved, or left standing upon any highway without first making an
application for registration of the vehicle, including full payment of all fees.
The certification is valid until the vehicle’s registration is renewed pursuant
to. subdivision (c).

(b) Each certification filed pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be
accompanied by a filing fee of ten dollars ($10).

(c) (1) An application for renewal of registration, except when
accompanied by an application for transfer of title to, or any interest in, the
vehicle, shall be submitted to the department with payment of the required
fees for the current registration year and without penalty for delinquent
payment of fees imposed under this code or under Part 5 (commencing with
Section 10701) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code if the
department receives the application prior to or on the date the vehicle is first
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operated, moved, or left standing upon any highway during the current
registration year and the certification required pursuant to subdivision (a)
was timely filed with the department.

(2) If an application for renewal of registration is accompanied by an
application for transfer of title, that application may be made without
incurring a penalty for delinquent payment of fees not later than 20 days
after the date the vehicle is first operated, moved, or left standing on any
highway if a certification pursuant to subdivision (a) was timely filed with
the department.

(d) A certification is not required to be filed pursuant to subdivision (a) for
any of the following:

(1) A vehicle on which the registration expires while being held as
inventory by a dealer or lessor-retailer or while being held pending a lien sale
by the keeper of a garage or operator of a towing service.

(2) A vehicle registered pursuant to Article4 (commencing with Section
8050) of Chapter 4 of Division 3.

(3) A vehicle described in Section 5004, 5004.5, 5004.6, or 5051, as
provided in Section 4604.2. However, the registered owner may file a
certificate of nonoperation in lieu of the certification specified in subdivision
(a).

(4) A vehicle registered pursuant to Article5 (commencing with Section
9700) of Chapter 6 if the registered owner has complied with subdivision (c)
of Section 9706.

(e) For purposes of this section, a “vehicle” is, notwithstanding Section
670, a device by which any person or property may be propelled, moved, or
driven upon a highway having intact and assembled its major component
parts including, but not limited to, the frame or chassis, cowl, and floor pan
or, in the case of a trailer, the frame and wheels or, in the case of a
motorcycle, the frame, front fork, and engine. For purposes of this section,
“vehicle” does not include a device moved exclusively by human power, a
device used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks, or a motorized
wheelchair.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Ch. 1221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 504, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Nonoperated Vehicles: Certificate of Nonoperation
4604.2. (a) When the registration of a vehicle registered on a partial

year basis has expired and the vehicle is not thereafter operated, moved, or
left standing upon any highway, and the vehicle is in compliance with
subdivision (b) of Section 9706 applying to vehicles registered on a partial
year basis, any application for renewal made subsequent to that expiration
shall be accompanied by a certificate of nonoperation.

(b) An application for registration or renewal of registration of a vehicle
described in Section 5004, 5004.5, or 5004.6 that has not been operated,
moved, or left standing upon any highway shall be accompanied by a
certificate of nonoperation for the period during which the vehicle was not
registered.

(c) A certificate of nonoperation may be accepted for a vehicle registered
pursuant to Article4 (commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4 solely for
the purpose of waiver of penalties.

(d) The application for registration or renewal of registration of vehicles
specified in subdivisions (a) and (b), whether or not accompanied by an
application for transfer of title, shall be accepted by the department upon
payment of the proper fees for the current registration year without the
payment of delinquent fees imposed under this code or Part 5 (commencing
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with Section 10701) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code if the
department receives the application and certificate of nonoperation prior to
the date the vehicle is first operated, moved, or left standing upon any
highway during the current registration year.

Amended Ch. 1243, Stats. 1992. Effective September 30, 1992.

Nonoperated Vehicle Certification: Late Filing Penalties
4604.5. (a) (1) If the vehicle has not been operated, moved, or left

standing upon any highway subsequent to the expiration of the vehicle’s
registration, the certification specified in Section 4604 or 4604.2 may be filed
after the expiration of the registration of a vehicle, but not later than 90 days
after the expiration date, subject to the payment of the filing fee specified in
Section 4604 and the penalty specified in ( ) 1 paragraph (2).

(2) A penalty shall be collected on any certification specified in
Section 4604 or 4604.2 filed later than midnight of the date of
expiration of registration. The penalty shall be computed as provided
in Sections 9406 and 9559 and after the registration and weight fees
have been combined with the license fee specified in Section 10751 of
the Revenue and Taxation Code, as follows:

(A) For a delinquency period of 10 days or less, the penalty is 10
percent of the fee.

(B) For a delinquency period of more than 10 days, to and
including 30 days, the penalty is 20 percent of the fee.

(C) For a delinquency period of more than 30 days, to and
including 90 days, the penalty is 60 percent of the fee.

(3) This subdivision applies to the renewal of registration for
vehicles with expiration dates on or before December 31, 2002.

(b) The certification specified in Sections 4604 and 4604.2 may be
filed no more than 90 days after the expiration of the registration of
a vehicle if the vehicle has not been operated, moved, or left standing
upon any highway subsequent to the expiration of the vehicle’s
registration. A penalty shall be collected on any certification
specified in Section 4604 or 4604.2 filed later than midnight of the
date of expiration of registration. After 90 days, the vehicle must be
registered pursuant to Section 4601. A certification filed pursuant to
this subdivision is subject to the payment of the filing fee specified in
Section 4604 and the payment of the penalties specified in
paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of this subdivision.

(1) The penalty for late payment of the registration fee provided in
Section 9250 is as follows:

(A) For a delinquency period of 10 days or less, the penalty is ten
dollars ($10).

(B) For a delinquency period of more than 10 days, to and
including 30 days, the penalty is fifteen dollars ($15).

(C) For a delinquency period of more than 30 days, to and
including 90 days, the penalty is thirty dollars ($30).

(2) The penalty on the weight fee and the vehicle license fee shall
be computed after the weight fee as provided in Section 9400 or 9400.1
plus the vehicle license fee specified in Section 10751 of the Revenue
and Taxation Code have been added together as follows:

(A) For a delinquency period of 10 days or less, the penalty is 10
percent of the fee.

(B) For a delinquency period exceeding 10 days, to and including
30 days, the penalty is 20 percent of the fee.

(C) For a delinquency period of more than 30 days, to and
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including 90 days, the penalty is 60 percent of the fee.
(3) Weight fees not reported and not paid within 20 days, as

required by Section 9406, shall be assessed a penalty on the difference
in the weight fee, as follows:

(A) For a delinquency period of 10 days or less, the penalty is 10 percent
of the fee.( ) 2

(B) For a delinquency period ( ) 3 exceeding 10 days, to and including 30
days, the penalty is 20 percent of the fee.( ) 4

(C) For a delinquency period of more than 30 days, to and including 90
days, the penalty is 60 percent of the fee.

(c) This section shall apply to registration renewals that expire on
or after January 1, 2003.

Added and repealed Sec. 2, Ch. 504, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997. Repeal operative
January 1, 2000.

Amended Sec. 30, Ch. 724, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
Amended Sec. 12, Ch. 805, Stats. 2002. Effective September 22, 2002. 
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “(b) A penalty shall be collected on any certification specified in Section 4604 or 4604.2 filed

later than midnight of the date of expiration of registration. The penalty shall be computed as
provided in Sections 9406 and 9559 and after the registration and weight fees have been combined
with the license fee specified in Section 10751 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, as follows:(1)”

2. “(2)”
3. “of more than”
4. “(3)”

Stolen or Embezzled Vehicles
4605. Notwithstanding Section 4000 of this code, and notwithstanding

Section 38020 of this code, no fees or penalties imposed under this code or
under Part 5 (commencing with Section 10701) of Division 2 of the Revenue
and Taxation Code shall accrue due to operation of a vehicle in conjunction
with the theft or embezzlement of the vehicle if the owner or legal owner
submits a certificate in writing setting forth the circumstances of the theft or
embezzlement and certifies that the theft or embezzlement of the vehicle has
been reported pursuant to the provisions of this code.

Repealed and Added Ch. 935, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Operation Pending Renewal
4606.  Notwithstanding any provision of subdivision (a) of Section 5204

to the contrary, when an application for the registration of a vehicle has been
made as required in Sections 4152.5 and 4602, the vehicle may be operated
on the highways until the new indicia of current registration have been
received from the department, upon condition that there be displayed on the
vehicle the license plates and validating devices, if any, issued to the vehicle
for the previous registration year.

Amended Ch. 258, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

New Card
4607. The department, upon renewing a registration, shall issue a new

registration card to the owner as upon an original registration.

Plates, Issuance of Series
4609. The department may extend the life of the current series of license

plates, outstanding during 1957, and may hereafter issue a new series of
license plates for an indefinite period of time, but in no event for a period less
than five (5) years. During each intervening year of the period for which the
plates are issued, the department shall issue a tab, sticker, or other suitable
device as herein provided.

Any such series of plates may be canceled by the director with the
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approval of the Governor at any time after five years from the year of
issuance of such series.

Motor Clubs
4610. The department may authorize an endorsement of a receipt or the

validation of a registration card or potential registration card as provided in
this code by a person or organization holding a certificate of authority issued
under the provisions of Part 5 (commencing with Section 12140) of Division
2 of the Insurance Code.

Amended Ch. 454, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Article 6. Refusal of Registration

Grounds Requiring Refusal
4750. The department shall refuse registration, or renewal or transfer of

registration, upon any of the following grounds:
(a) The application contains any false or fraudulent statement.
(b) The required fee has not been paid.
(c) The registration, or renewal or transfer of registration, is prohibited

by the requirements of Part 5 (commencing with Section 43000) of Division
26 of the Health and Safety Code.

(d) The owner of a heavy vehicle, which is subject to the heavy vehicle use
tax imposed pursuant to Section 4481 of Title 26 of the United States Code,
has not presented sufficient evidence, as determined by the department, that
the tax for the vehicle has been paid pursuant to that section.

(e) Evidence of financial responsibility, that is required for a vehicle
registration renewal where there is no change in registered owner, has not
been provided to the department pursuant to Section 4000.37 or
electronically. This subdivision does not apply to any of the following:

(1) A vehicle for which a certification has been filed pursuant to Section
4604, until the vehicle is registered for operation upon the highway.

(2) A vehicle owned or leased by, or under the direction of, the United
States or any public entity that is included in Section 811.2 of the
Government Code.

(3) A vehicle registration renewal application where there is a change of
registered owner.

Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 880, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Specially Constructed Vehicles: Assignment of Model-Year
4750.1. (a) If the department receives an application for

registration of a specially constructed passenger vehicle or pickup
truck after it has registered 500 specially constructed vehicles during
that calendar year pursuant to Section 44017.4 of the Health and
Safety Code, and the vehicle has not been previously registered, the
vehicle shall be assigned the same model-year as the calendar year in
which the application is submitted, for purposes of determining
emissions control equipment and inspection requirements for the
vehicle.

(b) If the department receives an application for registration of a
specially constructed passenger vehicle or pickup truck that has been
previously registered after it has registered 500 specially constructed
vehicles during that calendar year pursuant to Section 44017.4 of the
Health and Safety Code, and the application requests a model-year
determination different from the model-year assigned in the previous
registration, the application for registration shall be denied and the
vehicle owner is subject to the emission control and inspection



Div. 3 —177— §4750.5
requirements applicable to the model-year assigned in the previous
registration. However, a denial of an application for registration
issued pursuant to this subdivision does not preclude the vehicle
owner from applying for a different model-year determination and
application for registration under Section 44017.4 of the Health and
Safety Code in a subsequent calendar year.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 693, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

Financial Responsibility Verification Study
4750.2. (a) The department shall conduct a study of methods for

verifying financial responsibility with respect to vehicles being registered or
reregistered. The insurance industry, the insurance trade industry, and
consumer groups shall be invited to participate in the study and to cooperate
with the department in providing information necessary to the conduct of the
study. Any information provided by an insurer for purposes of the study
shall, except as provided in Section 4750.4, be kept confidential by the
department.

(b) The department shall prepare and transmit to the Legislature, on or
before April 1, 1992, an interim report which shall include, but not be limited
to, all of the following: 

(1) Alternatives for verifying financial responsibility, together with the
cost of each alternative.

(2) Methods used by other states for similar verification, and the results
of those methods.

(3) The recommended method of verification.
(4) An implementation plan to permit evaluation of the recommended

method.
(c) The department shall prepare and transmit to the Legislature, on or

before December 1, 1992, a final report containing the results of the
evaluation and recommendations for implementation of a verification
program.

Added Ch. 946, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.

Confidentiality of Financial Responsibility Information
4750.4. Information provided by an insurer to the department pursuant

to Section 11580.10 of the Insurance Code and Section 4750.2 of this code
shall be made available only to law enforcement agencies for law
enforcement purposes.

Added Ch. 946, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.

Withholding of Registration: Nonpayment of Use Tax
4750.5. (a) The department shall withhold the registration or the

transfer of registration of any vehicle sold at retail to any applicant by any
person other than a vehicle manufacturer or dealer holding a license and
certificate issued pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 11700) of
Division 5, or an automobile dismantler holding a license and certificate
issued pursuant to Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 11500) of Division
5, or a lessor-retailer holding a license issued pursuant to Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11600) of Division 5, and subject to the provisions
of Section 11615.5, until the applicant pays to the department the use tax
measured by the sales price of the vehicle as required by the Sales and Use
Tax Law (Part 1 (commencing with Section 6001) of Division 2 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code), together with penalty, if any, unless the State
Board of Equalization finds that no use tax is due. If the applicant so desires,
he may pay the use tax and penalty, if any, to the department so as to secure
immediate action upon his application for registration or transfer of
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registration, and thereafter he may apply through the Department of Motor
Vehicles to the State Board of Equalization under the provisions of the Sales
and Use Tax Law for a refund of the amount so paid.

(b) The department shall transmit to the State Board of Equalization all
collections of use tax and penalty made under this section. This transmittal
shall be made at least monthly, accompanied by a schedule in such form as
the department and board may prescribe.

(c) The State Board of Equalization shall reimburse the department for
its costs incurred in carrying out the provisions of this section. Such
reimbursement shall be effected under agreement between the agencies,
approved by the Department of Finance.

(d) In computing any use tax or penalty thereon under the provisions of
this section, dollar fractions shall be disregarded in the manner specified in
Section 9559 of this code. Payment of tax and penalty on this basis shall be
deemed full compliance with the requirements of the Sales and Use Tax Law
insofar as they are applicable to the use of vehicles to which this section
relates.

Amended Ch. 1284, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Grounds Permitting Refusal
4751. The department may refuse registration or the renewal or transfer

of registration of a vehicle in any of the following events:
(a) If the department is not satisfied that the applicant is entitled thereto

under this code.
(b) If the applicant has failed to furnish the department with information

required in the application or reasonable additional information required by
the department.

(c) If the department determines that the applicant has made or
permitted unlawful use of any registration certificate, certificate of
ownership, or license plates.

(d) If the vehicle is mechanically unfit or unsafe to be operated or moved
on the highways.

(e) If the department determines that a manufacturer or dealer has failed
during the current or previous year to comply with the provisions of this code
relating to the giving of notice to the department of the transfer of a vehicle
during the current or previous year.

(f) If the department determines that a lien exists, pursuant to Section
9800, against one or more other vehicles in which the applicant has an
ownership interest.

(g) If the applicant has failed to furnish the department with an odometer
disclosure statement pursuant to subsection (a) of Section 32705 of Title 49
of the United States Code.

Amended Ch. 852, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 9, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Nonrenewal of Registration: Parking Penalties and Fees
4760. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the department shall

refuse to renew the registration of any vehicle if the registered owner or
lessee has been mailed a notice of delinquent parking violation relating to
standing or parking, the processing agency has filed or electronically
transmitted to the department an itemization of unpaid parking penalties,
including administrative fees pursuant to Section 40220, and the owner or
lessee has not paid the parking penalty and administrative fee pursuant to
Section 40211, unless he or she pays to the department, at the time of
application for renewal, the full amount of all outstanding parking penalties
and administrative fees, as shown by records of the department.
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(2) When the department receives the full amount of all outstanding
parking penalties and administrative fees pursuant to paragraph (1), it shall
issue a receipt showing each parking penalty and administrative fee which
has been paid, the processing agency for that penalty and fee, and a
description of the vehicle involved in the parking violations. The receipt shall
also state that, to reduce the possibility of impoundment under Section
22651 or immobilization under Section 22651.7 of the vehicle involved in the
parking violation, the registered owner or lessee may transmit to that
processing agency a copy or other evidence of the receipt.

(b) The department shall not refuse to renew the registration of any
vehicle owned by a renter or lessor if the applicant provides the department
with the abstract or notice of disposition of parking violation issued pursuant
to subdivision (c) for clearing all outstanding parking penalties and
administrative fees as shown by the records of the department.

(c) The court or designated processing agency shall issue an abstract or
notice of disposition of parking violation to the renter or lessor of a vehicle
issued a notice of delinquent parking violation relating to standing or
parking, if the renter or lessor provides the court or processing agency with
the name, address, and driver’s license number of the rentee or lessee at the
time of occurrence of the parking violation.

Amended Ch. 587, Stats. 1991. Effective July 1, 1992. 

Traffic Violations and Traffic Accidents: Failure to Appear 
or to Pay

4760.1. (a) The department shall, before renewing the registration of
any vehicle, check the driver’s license record of all registered owners for
conviction of traffic violations and traffic accidents.

(b) The department shall, before renewing the registration of any vehicle,
check the driver’s license record of all registered owners for notices filed with
the department pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 40509 and notices that
the licensee has failed to pay a lawfully imposed fine, penalty, assessment,
or bail within the time authorized by the court for any violation which is
required to be reported pursuant to Section 1803 and shall refuse to renew
the registration of the vehicle if the driver’s license record of any registered
owner has any such outstanding notices to appear or failures to pay a court
ordered fine, unless the department has received a certificate issued by the
magistrate or clerk of the court hearing the case in which the promise was
given showing that the case has been adjudicated or unless the registered
owner’s record is cleared as provided in Chapter 6 (commencing with Section
41500) of Division 17. In lieu of the certificate of adjudication, a notice from
the court stating that the original records have been lost or destroyed shall
permit the department to renew the registration.

(c) Any notice received by the department pursuant to Section 40509
which has been on file five years may be removed from the department
records and destroyed, in the discretion of the department.

(d) In lieu of the certificate of adjudication or a notice from the court, the
department shall with the consent of all registered owners collect the
amounts which it has been notified are due pursuant to Sections 40509 and
40509.5, and authorized to be collected pursuant to Article2 (commencing
with Section 14910) of Chapter 5 of Division 6.

Amended Ch. 635, Stats. 1992. Effective September 14, 1992.

Parking Penalties on Potential Registration Card
4761. The department shall include on each potential registration card

issued for use at the time of renewal, or on an accompanying document, an
itemization of unpaid parking penalties, including administrative fees,
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showing the amount thereof and the jurisdiction which issued the notice of
parking violation relating thereto, which the registered owner or lessee is
required to pay pursuant to Section 4760.

Amended Ch. 939, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Remitting Parking Penalties
4762. The department shall remit all parking penalties and

administrative fees collected, after deducting the administrative fee
authorized by Section 4763, for each notice of delinquent parking violation
for which parking penalties and administrative fees have been collected
pursuant to Section 4760, to each jurisdiction in the amounts due to each
jurisdiction according to its unadjudicated notices of delinquent parking
violation. Within 45 days from the time penalties are recorded by the
department, the department shall inform each jurisdiction which of its
notices of delinquent parking violation have been discharged.

Amended Ch. 939, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Fee For Recording Parking Penalties
4763. The department shall assess a fee for the recording of the notice of

delinquent parking violation, which is given to the department pursuant to
Section 40220, in an amount, as determined by the department, that is
sufficient to provide a total amount equal to its actual costs of administering
Sections 4760, 4761, 4762, 4764, and 4765.

Amended Ch. 939, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Effect of Transfer or Nonrenewal
4764. Whenever a vehicle is transferred or not renewed for two renewal

periods and the former registered owner or lessee of the vehicle owes a
parking penalty for a notice of delinquent parking violation filed with the
department pursuant to Section 40220, the department shall notify each
jurisdiction of that fact and is not required thereafter to attempt collection of
the undeposited parking penalty and administrative fees.

Amended Ch. 939, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Obligation to Pay Parking Penalties
4765. No exemption from the payment of any fee imposed by this code is

an exemption from the obligation of a registered owner or lessee to pay the
full amount of parking penalties and administrative fees pursuant to Section
4760.

Amended Ch. 939, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Refusal of Registration: Certificate of Failure to Appear
4766. (a) Except as provided in subdivisions (b) and (c), the department

shall refuse to renew the registration of any vehicle for which a notice of
noncompliance has been transmitted to the department pursuant to
subdivision (a) of Section 40002.1 if no certificate of adjudication therefor has
been received by the department pursuant to those provisions. The
department shall include on each potential registration card issued for use
at the time of renewal, or on an accompanying document, an itemization of
citations for which notices of noncompliance have been received by the
department pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 40002.1. The itemization
shall include the citation number, citation date, and the jurisdiction that
issued the underlying notice pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 40002 and
the administrative service fee for clearing the offense pursuant to
subdivision (b) of this section.

(b) Upon application for renewal of vehicle registration for a vehicle
subject to subdivision (a), the department shall not refuse registration
renewal pursuant to subdivision (a) if the applicant, with respect to each
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outstanding certificate of noncompliance, (1) provides the department with a
certificate of adjudication for the offense issued pursuant to subdivision (a)
of Section 40002.1 and (2) pays an administrative service charge, which shall
be established by the department to, in the aggregate, defray its costs in
administering this section.

(c) Whenever registration of a vehicle subject to subdivision (a) is
transferred or not renewed for two renewal periods, the department shall so
notify each court which transmitted a notice of noncompliance affecting the
vehicle and the department shall not thereafter refuse registration renewal
pursuant to subdivision (a).

Amended Ch. 858, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Article6.5. Refusal of Registration for Nonpayment of Toll Evasion Penalties
(Added Sec. 5, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.)

Refusal of Registration: Nonpayment of Toll Evasion Penalties
4770. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (c), the department shall

refuse to renew the registration of any vehicle if the registered owner or
lessee has been mailed a notice of toll evasion violation, the processing
agency has transmitted to the department an itemization of unpaid toll
evasion penalties, including administrative fees, pursuant to Section 40267,
and the toll evasion penalty and administrative fee have not been paid
pursuant to Section 40266, unless the full amount of all outstanding toll
evasion penalties and administrative fees, as shown by records of the
department are paid to the department at the time of application for renewal.

(b) The designated processing agency shall issue a notice of disposition of
toll evasion violation to a lessor, if the lessor provides the processing agency
with the name, address, and driver’s license number of the lessee at the time
of the occurrence of the toll evasion violation.

(c) The department shall renew the registration of any vehicle if the
applicant provides the department with the notice of disposition of toll
evasion violation issued pursuant to subdivision (b) for clearing all
outstanding toll evasion penalties and administrative fees, as shown by the
records of the department, and the applicant has met all other requirements
for registration.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Notice of Unpaid Toll Evasion Penalties
4771. The department shall include on each vehicle registration renewal

notice issued for use at the time of renewal, or on an accompanying
document, an itemization of unpaid toll evasion penalties, including
administrative fees, showing the amount thereof, the jurisdiction that issued
the notice of toll evasion violation, and the date of toll evasion relating
thereto, which the registered owner or lessee is required to pay pursuant to
Section 4770.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Disposition of Toll Evasion Penalties
4772. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the department shall

remit all toll evasion penalties and administrative fees collected, after
deducting the administrative fee authorized by Section 4773, for each notice
of delinquent toll evasion violation for which toll evasion penalties and
administrative fees have been collected pursuant to Section 4770, to each
jurisdiction in the amounts due to each jurisdiction according to its
unadjudicated notices of delinquent toll violation. Within 45 days from the
time penalties are paid to the department, the department shall inform each
jurisdiction which of its notices of delinquent toll evasion violation have been
collected.
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(b) This subdivision applies to facilities developed pursuant to Section 143
of the Streets and Highways Code. For each notice of delinquent toll evasion
violation for which toll evasion penalties and administrative fees have been
collected by the department pursuant to Section 4770, each issuing agency is
due an amount equal to the sum of the unpaid toll, administrative fees, other
costs incurred by the issuing agency that are related to toll evasion, process
service fees, and fees and collection costs related to civil debt collection. After
deducting the department’s administrative fee authorized by Section 4773
and the amounts due each issuing agency for unpaid tolls, administrative
fees, other costs incurred by the issuing agency that are related to toll
evasion, process service fees, and fees and collection costs related to civil debt
collection, the department shall deposit the balance of the toll evasion
penalties collected pursuant to Section 4770, if any, in the State Highway
Account in the State Transportation Fund.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Toll Evasion: Administration: Fee Assessment
4773. The department shall assess a fee for the recording of the notice of

delinquent toll evasion violation, which is given to the department pursuant
to Section 40267, in an amount, as determined by the department, that is
sufficient to provide a total amount equal to at least its actual costs of
administering Sections 4770, 4771, 4774, and 4775.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Costs of Implementing Toll Evasion Procedure: Reimbursement
4773.5. (a) The department shall require the entire cost of initially

implementing this Articleto be reimbursed by the issuing agencies that are
private entities and by the local authorities described in Section 40250, on
whose behalf toll processing procedures are carried out pursuant to Article4
(commencing with Section 40250) of Chapter 1 of Division 17. For purposes
of this section, the cost to the department of initially implementing this
Article includes all of the one-time costs that are incurred by the
department in order to implement this article, but does not include ongoing
administrative costs associated with this article. The issuing agencies and
the local authorities shall each be required to reimburse the department for
50 percent of the reimbursable costs.

(b) (1) The amount collected pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be the
actual cost.

(2) The amount of the reimbursement required by subdivision (a) for each
issuing agency and local authority shall be determined by the department in
as equitable a manner as possible. In the event of a dispute of the
reimbursement required by subdivision (a), an issuing agency may request
an audit of applicable costs by a certified public accountant or public
accountant. The cost of the audit shall be borne by the issuing agency
requesting the audit. The result of the audit shall determine the actual costs.

(c) The processing agency shall access the department’s data base via “on-
line” techniques or other methods as the department and the processing
agency may agree.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Notification of Non-Collection of Toll Evasion Penalties
4774. Whenever a vehicle is transferred or not renewed for two renewal

periods and the former registered owner or lessee of the vehicle owes a toll
evasion penalty for a notice of delinquent toll evasion violation filed with the
department pursuant to Section 40267, the department shall notify each
jurisdiction of that fact and is not required thereafter to attempt collection of
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the undeposited toll evasion penalty and administrative fees.
Added Sec. 5, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Toll Evasion Penalties: Obligation to Pay
4775. No exemption from the payment of any fee imposed by this code is

an exemption from the obligation of a registered owner or lessee to pay the
full amount of toll evasion penalties and administrative fees pursuant to
Section 4770.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Article 7. License Plates

Issuance of Plates: Reflectorized Plates
4850. (a) The department, upon registering a vehicle, shall issue to the

owner two partially or fully reflectorized license plates or devices for a motor
vehicle, other than a motorcycle, and one partially or fully reflectorized
license plate or device for all other vehicles required to be registered under
this code. The plates or devices shall identify the vehicles for which they are
issued for the period of their validity.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no contract shall be let to
any nongovernmental entity for the purchase or securing of reflectorized
material for the plates, unless the department has made every reasonable
effort to secure qualified bids from as many independent, responsible bidders
as possible. No contract shall be let to any nongovernmental entity for the
manufacturing of reflectorized safety license plates.

(c) In addition to any other fees specified in this code, a fee of one dollar
($1) for reflectorization shall be paid only by those vehicle owners receiving
license plates or devices under this section.

(d) This section does not require vehicle owners with nonreflectorized
license plates or devices to replace them with reflectorized plates or devices.

(e) This section shall be known as the Schrade-Belotti Act.
Amended Ch. 679, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1987.

Truck Tractor: Display of Plates
4850.5. (a) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 4850 and Section

5200, the department, upon registering a truck tractor, shall issue to the
owner one suitable license plate or other device which identifies the vehicle
for which it is issued and for the period of its validity. The license plate or
other device shall be attached to the front of the vehicle.

(b) This section shall become operative only when and if the Department
of the California Highway Patrol implements a program which requires
identifying numbers on the right and left sides of truck tractors.

Added Ch. 183, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Display of Plates
4851. Every license plate shall have displayed upon it the registration

number assigned to the vehicle for which it is issued, together with the word
“California” or the abbreviation “Cal.” and the year number for which it is
issued or a suitable device issued by the department for validation purposes,
which device shall contain the year number for which issued.

Size of Plates
4852. (a) License plates issued for motor vehicles, other than

motorcycles, shall be rectangular in shape, 12 inches in length and six inches
in width. The number and letter characters on the plates shall have a
minimum height of two and three-quarter inches, a minimum width of one
and one-quarter inches, and a minimum spacing between characters of five-
sixteenths of an inch.
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(b) Motorcycle license plates shall measure seven inches in length and
four inches in width, and the characters on the plates shall have a minimum
height of one and one-half inches and a minimum width of nine-sixteenths
inches, and shall have a minimum spacing between characters of three-
sixteenths of an inch.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 859, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Devices in Lieu of Plates
4853. The department may issue one or more stickers, tabs, or other

suitable devices in lieu of the license plates provided for under this code.
Except where the physical differences between the stickers, tabs, or devices
and license plates by their nature render the provisions of this code
inapplicable, all provisions of this code relating to license plates may apply
to stickers, tabs, or devices.

Amended Ch. 889, Stats. 1973. Effective September 28, 1973.

Article 8. Special Plates

Special Series Plates
5000. (a)  Identification plates issued for trailers, semitrailers, motor-

driven cycles, and pole and pipe dollies, and such vehicles as are exempt from
the payment of registration fees under this code shall display suitable
distinguishing marks or symbols, and the registration numbers assigned to
each class of vehicles shall run in a separate numerical series, except that
registration numbers assigned to vehicles exempt from the payment of
registration fees may run in several separate numerical series.

(b) Vehicles subject to Sections 9400 and 9400.1 shall be issued license
plates with suitable distinguishing marks or symbols distinguishing them
from other license plates issued.

(c) Vehicles subject to  Section 5014.1 shall be issued permanent
identification plates with suitable distinguishing marks or symbols that
distinguish them from other license plates.

Amended Sec. 21, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Regular Series Plates for Law Enforcement Vehicles
5001. The department may issue license plates for vehicles exempt from

registration fees in the same series as plates issued for nonexempt vehicles.
The plates may be issued for a one-year period and only upon the certification
of the department that the issuance of the plates has been requested by the
head of a criminal justice or a law enforcement agency of a city, county, or
state or federal department, that the vehicle is assigned to persons
responsible for investigating actual or suspected violations of the law or the
supervision of persons liberated from a state prison or other institution
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections by parole or the
supervision of persons liberated from an institution under the jurisdiction of
the Department of the Youth Authority by parole, and is intended for use in
the line of duty.

Amended Ch. 576, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Law Enforcement License Plates: Agreements with Other States
5001.5. The director may enter into agreements or arrangements with

motor vehicle departments in other states to provide for a reciprocal
exchange of regular series license plates for the purposes of and under the
conditions provided in Sections 5001 and 5003.

Amended Ch. 576, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.
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Plates for Law Enforcement Vehicles in Pools
5002. The department may issue regular series plates to the

Department of General Services for use on motor vehicles maintained within
motor vehicle pools of state-owned vehicles when the vehicles are used for the
purposes set forth in Section 5001, except that the Department of General
Services shall not assign, dispatch, or otherwise make any of those vehicles
available for use by any agency of the state except upon the certification of
the department.

Amended Ch. 576, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Regular Plates–Senate and Assembly
5002.5. The department shall issue regular series license plates for any

motor vehicle owned by, or in the possession and use of, the Senate or
Assembly, upon the request of the Rules Committee thereof.

Added Ch. 162, Stats. 1967. Effective May 16, 1967.

License Plates: State Owned Vehicles
5002.6. (a) The Chancellor or a president of a campus of the California

State University, or the president or a chancellor of a campus of the
University of California, who is regularly issued a state-owned vehicle may
apply to the department for regular series license plates for that vehicle, if a
request for that issuance is also made by the Trustees of the California State
University or the Regents of the University of California, as applicable. The
request by the president or chancellor and by the trustees or regents shall be
in the manner specified by the department. 

(b) Regular series license plates issued pursuant to subdivision (a) shall
be surrendered to the department by the trustees or regents, as applicable,
upon the reassignment of a vehicle, for which those plates have been issued,
to a person other than the person who requested those plates. 

Added Ch. 1023, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 146, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

License Plates: County Owned Vehicles
5002.7. (a) For any county of over 20,000 square miles in area, any

member of the county board of supervisors, or any county auditor, controller,
treasurer, or tax collector, who is regularly issued a county-owned vehicle
may apply to the department for regular series license plates for that vehicle,
if a request for that issuance is also made by the county board of supervisors.
The application and the request shall be in the manner specified by the
department.

(b) Regular series license plates issued pursuant to subdivision (a) shall
be surrendered to the department by the board member or administrative
officer, as applicable, upon the reassignment of a vehicle, for which those
plates have been issued, to a person other than the person who requested
those plates.

Added Sec. 11, Ch. 10, Stats. 1996. Effective February 9, 1996.
Amended Sec. 30.5, Ch. 724, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 860, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Special Legislative Plates
5002.8. Any distinctive license plate issued for a motor vehicle owned by

a current or retired Member of the California Legislature, which plate
denotes that such person is, or was, a Member of the Legislature, and any
distinctive license plate issued for a vehicle owned by a Member of the
Congress of the United States, which plate denotes that such person is a
Member of Congress, shall require fees.

In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal of
registration, the following special fees shall be paid:
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(a) Twelve dollars ($12) for the initial issuance of such special plate.
(b) Ten dollars ($10) for the transfer of such plate to another motor

vehicle.
Added Ch. 444, Stats. 1978. Effective January 1, 1979.

Records of Law Enforcement Vehicles
5003. The department shall maintain a record of the registration of

exempt vehicles with regular series plates, which record shall not be open to
public inspection. The record shall be disclosed in the event of any accident
involving a vehicle so registered on demand of the Attorney General or upon
an order of court. In the event of an inquiry by a county sheriff, city chief of
police, or judge of any court relating to such exempt vehicle in connection
with an alleged violation of state or local traffic laws, the department shall
notify the supervisor of the person to whom the vehicle was assigned of the
inquiry and the alleged violation and shall notify the inquiring official that
this has been done without disclosing the name of the person involved.

Amended Ch. 536, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Vehicles of Historic Value
5004. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, any owner of

a vehicle described in paragraph (1), (2), or (3) which is operated or moved
over the highway primarily for the purpose of historical exhibition or other
similar purpose shall, upon application in the manner and at the time
prescribed by the department, be issued special identification plates for the
vehicle:

(1) A motor vehicle with an engine of 16 or more cylinders manufactured
prior to 1965.

(2) A motor vehicle manufactured in the year 1922 or prior thereto.
(3) A vehicle which was manufactured after 1922, is at least 25 years old,

and is of historic interest.
(b) The special identification plates assigned to motor vehicles with an

engine of 16 or more cylinders manufactured prior to 1965 and to any motor
vehicle manufactured in the year 1922 and prior thereto shall run in a
separate numerical series, commencing with “Horseless Carriage No. 1”.

The special identification plates assigned to vehicles specified in
paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) shall run in a separate numerical series,
commencing with “Historical Vehicle No. 1”.

Each series of plates shall have different and distinguishing colors.
(c) A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) shall be charged for the initial

issuance of the special identification plates. Such plates shall be permanent
and shall not be required to be replaced. If such special identification plates
become damaged or unserviceable in any manner, replacement for the plates
may be obtained from the department upon proper application and upon
payment of such fee as is provided for in Section 9265.

(d) All funds received by the department in payment for such
identification plates or the replacement thereof shall be deposited in the
California Environmental License Plate Fund.

(e) These vehicles shall not be exempt from the equipment provisions of
Sections 26709, 27150, and 27600.

(f) As used in this section, a vehicle is of historic interest if it is collected,
restored, maintained, and operated by a collector or hobbyist principally for
purposes of exhibition and historic vehicle club activities.

Amended Ch. 918, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Model Year Date License Plates
5004.1. (a) An owner of any vehicle that is a 1962 or older model year
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vehicle may, after the requirements for the registration of the vehicle have
been complied with and with the approval of the department, utilize license
plates of this state with the date of year corresponding to the model year date
when the vehicle was manufactured, if the model year date license plate is
legible and serviceable, as determined by the department, in lieu of the
license plates otherwise required by this code. The department may consult
with an organization of old car hobbyists in determining whether the date of
year of the license plate to be used corresponds to the model year date when
the vehicle was manufactured. 

(b) A fee of thirty-five dollars ($35) shall be charged for the application for
use of the special plates. 

(c) In addition to the regular renewal fee for the vehicle for which the
plates are authorized, the applicant for a renewal of the plates shall be
charged an additional fee of ten dollars ($10). When payment of a regular
vehicle renewal fee is not required by this code, the holder of any license
plates with a date corresponding to the model year may retain the plates
upon payment of an annual fee of twenty dollars ($20), which shall be due at
the expiration of the registration year of the vehicle to which the plate was
last assigned under this section. 

(d) Whenever any person who has been authorized to utilize the special
license plates applies to the department for transfer of the plates to another
vehicle, a transfer fee of twelve dollars ($12) shall be charged in addition to
all other appropriate fees. 

Amended Ch. 1292, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Pre-1943 Motorcycles
5004.5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, any owner of

a motorcycle manufactured in the year 1942 or prior thereto shall, upon
application in the manner and at the time prescribed by the department, be
issued special license plates for the motorcycle. The special license plates
assigned to such motorcycles shall run in a separate numerical series. An
additional fee of fifteen dollars ($15) shall be charged for the initial issuance
of the special license plates. Such plates shall be permanent and shall not be
required to be replaced. If such special license plates become damaged or
unserviceable in any manner, replacement for the plates may be obtained
from the department upon proper application and upon payment of such fee
as is provided for in Section 9265. Except as otherwise provided in this
section, such motorcycles shall be subject to the same annual registration
fees and provisions of law as are other motorcycles.

All revenues derived from the fees provided for in this section above actual
costs of the production and issuance of the special plates for motorcycles, or
the replacement thereof, shall be deposited in the California Environmental
License Plate Fund by the department.

Amended Ch. 415, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982. Supersedes Ch. 714.

Street Rod Vehicle Plates
5004.6. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, any owner

of any motor vehicle eligible for registration as a street rod vehicle, as defined
in subdivision (d) of Section 5051, which is operated or moved over the
highways primarily for the purpose of exhibition or similar purpose pursuant
to Section 5051, after compliance with the requirements for the registration
of the vehicle, may, upon application in the manner and at the time
prescribed by the department, be issued special identification plates for the
vehicle.

(b) The special identification plates issued to a street rod vehicle shall
contain the words “Street Rod” and shall run in a regular numerical series.
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An adhesive sticker indicating that the plates are for a street rod vehicle
shall be affixed in a recess provided for it on the plates. The department shall
approve the design of, and shall issue, the stickers.

(c) (1) A fee of thirty-five dollars ($35) shall be charged for the initial
issuance of the special plates. These plates shall be permanent and shall not
be required to be replaced.

(2) If the plates become damaged or unserviceable, replacement of the
plates may be obtained from the department upon proper application and
payment of a fee of thirty-five dollars ($35).

(3) Street rod vehicles are subject to the same annual registration fees as
are other vehicles.

(4) The fee for the replacement of an adhesive sticker which has become
damaged or unserviceable is seven dollars ($7).

(5) A fee of fifteen dollars ($15) shall be charged for the transfer of the
plates to another vehicle qualifying as a street rod vehicle.

(d) All funds received by the department in payment for the plates or
their replacement, after deducting the costs of the program conducted under
this section, shall be deposited in the California Environmental License
Plate Fund.

(e) The department is not required to implement this section unless 500
or more applications for registration pursuant to this section have been
received by the department on or before January 1, 1992.

(f) A street rod vehicle is not exempt from the equipment requirements of
Sections 26709, 27150, and 27600.

Added Ch. 929, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Amateur Radio Station Licensees
5005. (a) Any person holding an unexpired amateur radio station

license issued by the Federal Communications Commission may, after the
requirements for the registration of the motor vehicle have been complied
with, also apply directly to the department for special license plates, and the
department may issue special plates in lieu of the regular license plates. The
special license plates shall be affixed to the motor vehicle for which
registration is sought and, in lieu of the numbers otherwise prescribed by
law, shall display the official amateur radio station call letters of the
applicant as assigned by the Federal Communications Commission.

The applicant shall, by satisfactory proof, show that he or she is the holder
of an unexpired license.

(b) The department shall not issue more than one set of special plates for
any licensed amateur radio station.

(c) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following special fees shall be paid:

(1) Twenty dollars ($20) for the initial issuance of the special plate.
(2) Twelve dollars ($12) for the transfer of the special plate to another

motor vehicle.
Amended Ch. 1273, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983. Supersedes Ch. 310.

Honorary Consular Officer
5006. (a) The department may issue distinctive license plates for motor

vehicles owned or leased by an honorary consular officer or a similar official
when the department is otherwise satisfied that the issuance of the license
plates is in order. An honorary consular officer or similar official is a citizen
of the United States, or a permanent resident of this country, who is
appointed by a foreign country for the purpose of facilitating and promoting
the interest of that country.

(b) The motor vehicles for which the license plates are issued shall be
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subject to all regular license and registration fees. In addition to the regular
fees for an original registration or renewal of registration, the additional fees
specified in Sections 5106 and 5108, as applicable, shall be paid, and shall be
deposited in the Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation Fund.

Added Ch. 752, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Foreign Organization Special License Plates
5006.5. (a) The department may issue, for a fee determined by the

department to be sufficient to reimburse the department for actual costs
incurred pursuant to this section, distinctive license plates for motor vehicles
owned or leased by an officer or a designated employee of a foreign
organization recognized by the United States pursuant to the Taiwan
Relations Act (22 U.S.C. Sec. 3301 et seq.) when the department is otherwise
satisfied that the issuance of the license plates is in order. 

(b) The distinctive license plates shall be designed by the department and
shall contain the words “Foreign Organization.” 

(c) The department shall establish procedures for both of the following: 
(1) To verify the eligibility of an applicant for plates issued pursuant to

this section. 
(2) To authorize a recognized foreign organization to apply on behalf of its

officers for plates issued pursuant to this section. 
Added Ch. 397, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Disabled Persons and Disabled Veterans Special Identification 
License Plates

5007. (a) The department shall, upon application and without
additional fees, issue a special identification license plate or plates to a
disabled person or disabled veteran, pursuant to procedures adopted by the
department.

(b) The special identification plates issued to a disabled person or
disabled veteran shall run in a regular numerical series which shall include
one or more unique two-letter codes reserved for disabled person license
plates or disabled veteran license plates. The International Symbol of Access
adopted pursuant to Section 3 of Public Law 100-641 commonly known as the
“wheelchair symbol” shall be depicted on each plate.

(c) (1) Prior to issuing any disabled person or disabled veteran a special
identification license plate, the department  shall require the submission of
a certificate, in accordance with paragraph (2), signed by the physician or
surgeon substantiating the disability, unless the applicant’s disability is
readily observable and uncontested. The disability of any person who has
lost, or has lost use of, one or more lower extremities or both hands, or who
has significant limitation in the use of lower extremities, may also be
certified by a licensed chiropractor. The blindness of any applicant shall be
certified by a licensed physician or surgeon who specializes in diseases of the
eye or a licensed optometrist.

(2) The physician or other person who signs a certificate submitted under
this subdivision shall retain information sufficient to substantiate that
certificate and, upon request of the department, shall make that information
available for inspection by the Medical Board of California.

(d) The special identification license plate shall, upon the death of the
disabled person or disabled veteran, be returned to the department within 60
days or upon the expiration of the vehicle registration, whichever occurs
first.

Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 524, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.
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Press Photographers
5008. (a) Any person who is regularly employed or engaged as a bona

fide newspaper, newsreel, or television photographer or cameraman, may,
after the requirements for the registration of the motor vehicle have been
complied with, also apply for special license plates, and the department shall
issue special license plates in lieu of the regular license plates. The special
license plates shall be affixed to the vehicle for which registration is sought
and shall display the letters “PP” enclosed by a shield.

The applicant shall, by satisfactory proof, show that he or she is a bonafide
newspaper, newsreel, or television photographer or cameraman.

(b) The department shall not issue more than one set of the special plates
to any person.

(c) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following special fees shall be paid:

(1) Twenty dollars ($20) for the initial issuance of the special plate.
(2) Twelve dollars ($12) for the transfer of the special plate to another

motor vehicle.
Amended Ch. 1273, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Schoolbus Lessors: Temporary Permits
5010. Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, when a motor

vehicle which is leased to a school district for use as a schoolbus, as defined
in Section 545, temporarily reverts to the possession and control of the lessor,
and if the motor vehicle thereafter becomes subject to registration, the lessor
may, as an alternative to such registration, secure a temporary permit to
operate the vehicle in this state for any one or more calendar months. Such
permit shall be posted upon the windshield or other prominent place upon
the vehicle, and shall identify the vehicle for which it is affixed. When so
affixed, such permit shall serve in lieu of registration. If such a lessor
operates the motor vehicle under a temporary permit issued pursuant to this
section, he shall notwithstanding the provisions of Section 5000 continue to
display on the vehicle the exempt license plates issued to the vehicle as a
schoolbus. Upon payment of the fees specified in Section 9266, the
department may issue a temporary permit under this section.

Added Ch. 871, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Identification Plate
5011.  Every piece of special construction equipment, special mobile

equipment, cemetery equipment, trailer, semitrailer, and every logging
vehicle shall display an identification plate issued pursuant to Section 5014
or 5014.1. 

Amended Sec. 22, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 13, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Special License Plates: Charter-Party Carrier: Limousine
5011.5. Every limousine operated by a charter-party carrier, as defined

by subdivision (h) of Section 5371.4 of the Public Utilities Code, shall display
a special identification license plate issued pursuant to Section 5385.6 of that
code.

This section shall become operative on July 1, 1995.
Added Ch. 109, Stats. 1994. Effective June 27, 1994. Operative July 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 118, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Memorandum of Understanding
5011.6. Not later than January 1, 1995, the department and the Public

Utilities Commission shall adopt a memorandum of understanding
governing the exchange of information regarding vehicle registrations, and
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reimbursement by the commission of the department’s costs in producing
and distributing special identification license plates for limousines required
by Section 5011.5 and Section 5385.6 of the Public Utilities Code. 

Added Ch. 109, Stats. 1994. Effective June 27, 1994.

Special License Plates: Charter-Party Carrier: Limousine: Livery
5011.9. (a) The department shall design the license plate specified in

Section 5011.5 with the word “LIVERY” inscribed under the license plate
number.

(b) The department shall issue the license plate specified in subdivision
(a) on and after six months after the operative date of this section.

(c) The license plate specified in subdivision (a) may be issued as an
environmental license plate, as defined in Section 5103, subject to the fees
specified in Sections 5106 and 5108.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 358, Stats. 1995. Effective August 4, 1995.

Identification Plate Application by Person Other 
Than Manufacturer or Dealer

5014. An application by a person other than a manufacturer or dealer for
an identification plate for special construction equipment, cemetery
equipment, special mobile equipment, logging vehicle, cotton trailer, or farm
trailer as specified in Section 36109, a vehicle that is farmer-owned and used
as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 36101, a motor vehicle which is
farmer-owned and operated and used as provided in subdivision (a) of
Section 36101, an automatic bale wagon operated as specified in subdivision
(a) or (b) of Section 36102, or a farm trailer that is owned, rented, or leased
by a farmer and is operated and used as provided in subdivision (b) of Section
36010, shall include the following:

(a) The true, full name and the driver’s license or identification card
number, if any, of the owner.

(b) A statement by the owner of the use or uses which he or she intends
to make of the equipment.

(c) A description of the vehicle, including any distinctive marks or
features.

(d) A photograph of the vehicle. Only one photograph of one piece of
equipment shall be required to be attached to the application when
identification plates are to be obtained for more than one piece of equipment,
each of which is of the same identical type.

(e) Other information as may reasonably be required by the department
to determine whether the applicant is entitled to be issued an identification
plate.

(f) A service fee of seven dollars ($7) for each vehicle. The plates shall be
renewed between January 1 and February 4 every five calendar years,
commencing in 1986. Any part of the year of the first application constitutes
a calendar year. An application for renewal of an identification plate shall
contain a space for the applicant’s driver’s license or identification card
number, and the applicant shall furnish that number, if any, in the space
provided.

Amended Ch. 1221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 650, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 23, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.

Permanent Trailer Identification Plates and Identification Certificates
5014.1. (a) Upon the implementation of the permanent trailer

identification plate program, the following applies:
(1) All trailers, except in cases where the registrant has elected to apply
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for trailer identification plates pursuant to Section 5014 or the trailer is
exempt from registration pursuant to Section 36100 or 36109, shall receive
an identification certificate upon conversion to the permanent trailer
identification program. The following trailers, except as provided in Section
5101, may be assigned a trailer identification plate by the department in
accordance with this section or an election may be made to keep the current
plate on the expiration date of registration:

(A) Logging dolly.
(B) Pole or pipe dolly.
(C) Semitrailer.
(D) Trailer.
(E) Trailer bus.
(2) An auxiliary dolly or tow dolly may be assigned a permanent trailer

identification plate.
(3) Trailer coaches and park trailers, as described in subdivision (b) of

Section 18010 of the Health and Safety Code, are exempted from the
permanent trailer identification plate program.

(b) The permanent trailer identification plate shall be in a size and design
as determined by the department. 

(c) The permanent trailer identification plate and the permanent trailer
identification certificate shall not expire as long as the appropriate fees have
been paid.

(d) Upon sale or transfer of the trailer or semitrailer, the assigned
permanent trailer identification plate shall remain with the trailer or
semitrailer for the life of the vehicle except as provided in Section 5101. Upon
transfer of ownership, a new identification certificate shall be issued and the
transferee shall pay a fee of seven dollars ($7).

(e) A service fee, sufficient to pay at least the entire actual costs to the
department, not to exceed twenty dollars ($20) shall be assessed by the
department upon converting to the permanent trailer identification
program.

(f) A fee of seven dollars ($7) for substitute permanent trailer
identification plates or certificates shall be charged.

(g)  All valid trailer and semitrailer license plates and registration indicia
that were issued under this code prior to December 31, 2001, upon which is
affixed a permanent trailer identification sticker issued by the department,
may be displayed in lieu of a permanent trailer identification plate as
described in Sections 5011 and 5014.

(h) Every trailer that is submitted for original registration in this state
shall be issued a permanent trailer identification plate and identification
certificate.

(i) A service fee of ten dollars ($10) shall be charged for each vehicle
renewing identification plates pursuant to this section. These plates shall be
renewed on the anniversary date of either the trailer plate expiration date or
the date of issuance of the original permanent trailer identification plate,
every five calendar years commencing December 31, 2006.

Added Sec. 24, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 14.5, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Time for Application
5015. (a) The application for an identification plate for special

construction equipment, special mobile equipment, cemetery equipment,
and any logging vehicle shall be made before  that piece of equipment is
moved over a highway.

(b) The application for an identification plate for a cotton trailer or a farm
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trailer as specified in Section 36109, a vehicle  that is farmer-owned and used
as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 36101, a motor vehicle  that is
farmer-owned and operated and used as provided in subdivision (a) of
Section 36101, or an automatic bale wagon operated as specified in
subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 36102 shall be made before any such piece of
equipment is moved over a highway.

(c) The application for a permanent trailer identification plate, as
described in Section 5014.1, shall be made prior to the equipment or vehicle
described in subdivision (a) being moved, towed, or left standing on any
highway or in any offstreet public parking facility.

Amended Sec. 25, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Identification Plates and Certificates
5016. Upon proper application and payment of the fees specified in

Section 5014.1 or 9261, the department shall issue an identification plate
and an identification certificate for the piece of equipment, vehicle, trailer,
semitrailer, or implement of husbandry for which application is made.

Amended Sec. 26, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Identification Plate: Issuance to Manufacturer or Dealer
5016.5. (a) The department may issue a special identification plate or

other suitable device to a manufacturer or dealer of special construction
equipment, special mobile equipment, cemetery equipment, tow dolly,
logging vehicle, or implement of husbandry upon payment of the fee specified
in subdivision (b) of Section 9261. The identification plate or other suitable
device shall be of a size, color, and configuration determined by the
department. The form of the application shall also be determined by the
department.

(b) A manufacturer or dealer of special construction equipment, special
mobile equipment, cemetery equipment, any tow dolly, any logging vehicle,
or any implement of husbandry may operate or move such equipment or
vehicle upon the highways during the delivery of or during the
demonstration for the sale of such piece of equipment or vehicle upon
condition that any such equipment or vehicle display thereon an
identification plate or other suitable device issued to such manufacturer or
dealer; provided, that special permits have been obtained in accordance with
the provisions of Article6 (commencing with Section 35780) of Chapter 5 of
Division 15 for the operation or movement of any such equipment or vehicle
of a size, weight, or load exceeding the maximum specified in this code.

Amended Ch. 1077, Stats. 1984. Effective July 1, 1985.

Display of Identification Plates: Carrying of Identification Certificate
5017. (a) Each identification plate issued under Section 5016 shall bear

a distinctive number to identify the equipment, logging vehicle ( ) 1 trailer,
semitrailer, or implement of husbandry for which it is issued. The owner,
upon being issued a plate, shall attach it to the equipment, logging vehicle,
trailer, semitrailer, or implement of husbandry for which it is issued and
shall carry the identification certificate issued by the department as provided
by Section 4454. It shall be unlawful for any person to attach or use the plate
upon any other equipment, logging vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, or implement
of husbandry. If the equipment, logging vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, or
implement of husbandry is destroyed or the ownership thereof transferred to
another person, the person to whom the plate was issued shall, within 10
days, notify the department, on a form approved by the department, that the
equipment, logging vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, or implement of husbandry
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has been destroyed or the ownership thereof transferred to another person.
(b) Upon the implementation of the permanent trailer identification plate

program, all trailers except those exempted in ( ) 2 paragraphs (1) and (3)
of subdivision (a) of Section 5014.1 may be assigned a single permanent plate
for identification purposes. Upon issuance of the plate, it shall be attached to
the vehicle pursuant to Sections 5200 and 5201.

(c) An identification certificate shall be issued for each trailer or
semitrailer assigned an identification plate. The identification certificate
shall contain upon its face, the date issued, the name and residence or
business address of the registered owner or lessee and of the legal owner, if
any, the vehicle identification number assigned to the trailer or semitrailer,
and a description of the trailer or semitrailer as complete as that required in
the application for registration of the trailer or semitrailer. For those trailers
registered under Article4 (commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4 on
the effective date of the act adding this sentence that are being converted to
the permanent trailer identification program, the identification card may
contain only the name of the registrant, and the legal owner’s name is not
required to be shown. Upon transfer of those trailers, the identification card
shall contain the name of the owner and legal owner, if any. When an
identification certificate has been issued to a trailer or semitrailer, the owner
or operator shall make that certificate available for inspection by a peace
officer upon request.

(d) The application for transfer of ownership of a vehicle with a trailer
plate or permanent trailer identification plate shall be made within 10 days
of sale of the vehicle. The permanent trailer identification certificate is not a
certificate of ownership as described in Section 38076.

Amended Sec. 27, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 15.5, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.
Amended Sec. 214, Ch. 664, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “,”
2. “paragraph”

Transfer of Ownership
5018. Whenever the ownership of equipment, a logging vehicle, or an

implement of husbandry is transferred, the transferee shall within 10 days
thereafter make application to the department for a transfer of ownership
and pay the fee specified in subdivision (c) of Section 9261.

Added Ch. 1077, Stats. 1984. Effective July 1, 1985.

Trailers
5019. The authorizations for the issuance of special license plates

referred to in Sections 5005 and 5008 do not apply to trailers.
Amended Ch. 918, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Class D Radio Station
5020. Any person holding an unexpired license for a class D radio station

in the Citizens Radio Service issued by the Federal Communications
Commission may, at the time he or she makes application for an original or
a renewal registration for a motor vehicle, also apply directly to the
department for special license plates, to be affixed to the motor vehicle for
which registration is sought, on which, in lieu of the numbers otherwise
prescribed by law, shall be inscribed the official class D radio station call sign
of the applicant as assigned by the Federal Communications Commission.

The applicant shall, by satisfactory proof, show that he or she is the holder
of an unexpired license and, in addition to the regular registration fee, may
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be charged a fee of twenty dollars ($20) for each set of special plates when
issued and fifteen dollars ($15) each succeeding year the vehicle is registered.
Whenever the vehicle or the ownership of the vehicle for which plates are
issued is changed, a fee of twenty dollars ($20) may be charged. When the
applicant also pays weight fees, the department shall so indicate on the
special license plates.

Amended Ch. 1273, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Class D Radio Station
5021. After the requirements for the registration of the vehicle have

been complied with, the department shall issue such plates in lieu of the
regular license plates. The department shall not issue more than one set of
special plates for any licensed class D radio station in the Citizens Radio
Service.

Added Ch. 1442, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.

Commemorative 1984 Olympic License Plates
5022. (a) Until December 31, 1984, any person described in Section

5101 may also apply for a set of commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized
license plates and the department shall issue those special license plates in
lieu of the regular license plates. No commemorative 1984 Olympic
reflectorized license plates shall be issued pursuant to an application
therefor which is submitted on or after January 1, 1985, but the holder of
those plates may thereafter renew or retain them, obtain duplicate
replacements for them, or transfer them to another vehicle, subject to this
section.

(b) The commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized license plates shall be
of a distinctive design and shall be available in a special series of letters or
numbers, or both, as determined by the department after consultation with
the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee.

(c) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following special fees shall be paid:

(1) One hundred dollars ($100) for the initial issuance of the special
plates.

(2) Twelve dollars ($12) for the transfer of the special plates to another
vehicle.

(3) Thirty dollars ($30) for duplicate, replacement commemorative 1984
Olympic reflectorized license plates of the same number in the series.

(d) When payment of renewal fees is not required as specified in Section
4000, or when the person determines to retain the plates upon sale, trade, or
other release of the vehicle upon which the special plates have been
displayed, the person shall notify the department and the person may retain
the special plates.

(e) Until December 31, 1989, duplicate, replacement plates shall be
identical commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized license plates of the
same letter, number, and design as originally issued. However, duplicate,
replacement plates of the commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized license
plate series shall not be available on or after January 1, 1990. Thereafter,
unless otherwise provided by law, regular series plates shall be issued for the
regular fee provided in Section 9265 whenever duplicates are permitted
under this code.

(f) All revenue derived from the additional special fees provided in this
section shall be deposited in the California Environmental License Plate
Fund pursuant to Section 21191 of the Public Resources Code.

Added Ch. 1289, Stats. 1983. Effective September 29, 1983.
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Olympic License Plates
5023. (a) Any person described in Section 5101 may also apply for a set

of commemorative Olympic reflectorized license plates and the department
shall issue those special license plates in lieu of regular license plates. The
commemorative Olympic reflectorized license plates shall be of a distinctive
design and shall be available in a special series of letters or numbers, or both,
as determined by the department after consultation with the United States
Olympic Committee.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following special fees shall be paid:

(1)  Fifty dollars ($50), inclusive of any administrative fees, for the initial
issuance of the special plates.

(2) Fifteen dollars ($15) for the transfer of the special plates to another
vehicle.

(3) Thirty-five dollars ($35) for duplicate, replacement commemorative
Olympic reflectorized license plates of the same number in the series.

(4) Thirty dollars ($30) for the annual renewal of the special plates.
(c) When payment of renewal fees is not required as specified in Section

4000, or when the person determines to retain the plates upon sale, trade, or
other release of the vehicle upon which the special plates have been
displayed, the person shall notify the department and the person may retain
the special plates.

(d) All revenue derived from the additional special fees provided in this
section, less costs incurred by the department pursuant to this section, shall
be deposited in the California Olympic Training Account in the General
Fund established pursuant to Section 7592 of the Government Code. ( )

Amended Ch. 383, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 270, Stats. 1996. Effective July 23, 1996.
Amended Sec. 227, Ch. 745, Stats. 2001. Effective October 11, 2001. 

Commemorative Collegiate License Plates
5024. (a) Any person described in Section 5101 may also apply for a set

of commemorative collegiate reflectorized license plates, and the department
shall issue those special license plates in lieu of the regular license plates.
The collegiate reflectorized plates shall be of a distinctive design, and shall
be available in a special series of letters or numbers, or both, as determined
by the department. The collegiate reflectorized plates shall also contain the
name of the participating institution as well as the reflectorized logotype,
motto, symbol, or other distinctive design, as approved by the department,
representing the participating university or college selected by the applicant.

(b) Any public or private postsecondary educational institution in the
state, which is accredited or has been accepted as a recognized candidate for
accreditation by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, may
indicate to the department its decision to be included in the commemorative
collegiate license plate program and submit its distinctive design for the
logotype, motto, symbol, or other design. However, no public or private
postsecondary educational institution may be included in the program until
not less than 5,000 applications are received for license plates containing
that institution’s logotype, motto, symbol, or other design. Each participating
institution shall collect and hold applications for collegiate license plates
until it has received at least 5,000 applications. Once the institution has
received at least 5,000 applications, it shall submit the applications, along
with the necessary fees, to the department. Upon receiving the first
application, the institution shall have one calendar year to receive the
remaining required applications. If, after that one calendar year, 5,000
applications have not been received, the institution shall refund to all
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applicants any fees or deposits which have been collected.
(c) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration, a renewal of

registration, or a transfer of registration, the following commemorative
collegiate license plate fees shall be paid:

(1) Fifty dollars ($50) for the initial issuance of the plates. These plates
shall be permanent and shall not be required to be replaced.

(2) Forty dollars ($40) for each renewal of registration which includes the
continued display of the plates.

(3) Fifteen dollars ($15) for transfer of the plates to another vehicle.
(4) Thirty-five dollars ($35) for replacement plates, if the plates become

damaged or unserviceable.
(d) When payment of renewal fees is not required as specified in Section

4000, or when the person determines to retain the commemorative collegiate
license plates upon sale, trade, or other release of the vehicle upon which the
plates have been displayed, the person shall notify the department and the
person may retain the plates.

(e) Of the revenue derived from the additional special fees provided in
this section, less costs incurred by the department pursuant to this section,
one-half shall be deposited in the California Collegiate License Plate Fund,
which is hereby created, and one-half shall be deposited in the Resources
License Plate Fund, which is hereby created.

(f) The money in the California Collegiate License Plate Fund is,
notwithstanding Section 13340 of the Government Code, continuously
appropriated to the Controller for allocation as follows:

(1) To the governing body of participating public institutions in the
proportion that funds are collected on behalf of each, to be used for need-
based scholarships, distributed according to federal student aid guidelines.

(2) With respect to funds collected on behalf of accredited nonprofit,
private, and independent colleges and universities in the state, to the
California Student Aid Commission for grants to students at those
institutions, in the proportion that funds are collected on behalf of each
institution, who demonstrate eligibility and need in accordance with the Cal
Grant Program pursuant to Article3 (commencing with Section 69530) of
Chapter 2 of Part 42 of the Education Code, but who did not receive an award
based on a listing prepared by the California Student Aid Commission.

(g) The scholarships and grants shall be awarded without regard to race,
religion, creed, sex, or age.

(h) The money in the Resources License Plate Fund is available, upon
appropriation, for the purposes of natural resources preservation,
enhancement, and restoration.

(i) All revenues deposited in, and expenditures from, the California
Collegiate License Plate Fund shall be audited by the Auditor General on
December 1, 1993, and December 1, 1995.

Amended Ch. 146, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Article 8.1. Motorized Bicycles
(Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981)

Special License Plate
5030. A motorized bicycle, as defined in Section 406, is required to

display a special license plate issued by the department.
Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Contents of Application by Person Other Than 
a Manufacturer or Dealer

5031. An application by a person other than a manufacturer or dealer for
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a license plate for a motorized bicycle shall include all the following:
(a) The true, full name and the drivers license or identification card

number, if any, of the owner.
 (b) A description of the motorized bicycle, including any distinctive

marks or features.
(c) Other information as may reasonably be required by the department

to determine whether a license plate shall be issued for the motorized bicycle.
Amended Ch. 1221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Application Required: Exception
5032. (a) The application for a special license plate for a motorized

bicycle shall be made before the motorized bicycle is operated or moved upon
a highway, except that, upon the retail sale of a motorized bicycle when there
is no license plate, the operator may operate the motorized bicycle for a
period of five days from and including the date of sale, at which time
application shall be made to the department for a special license plate. If the
fifth day should fall on Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday, the application shall
be made on the first business day thereafter.

(b) The five-day operating provision set forth in subdivision (a) shall
apply only if the operator has in his immediate possession evidence that the
motorized bicycle was purchased within the last five days including the date
of sale.

Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Special License Plate and Identification Card
5033. Upon proper application and payment of the fees specified in

Section 5036, the department shall issue a special license plate and an
identification card for the motorized bicycle for which application was made.
Applications may be submitted by mail unless the department determines
that it is not feasible to complete the identification process by such method.

Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Special License Plate for Dealer or Manufacturer
5034. (a) The department may issue a special license plate or other

suitable device to a manufacturer or dealer of motorized bicycles upon
payment of the fee specified in Section 5036. The license plate shall be of a
size, color and configuration determined by the department. The form of the
application shall also be determined by the department.

(b) A manufacturer or dealer of motorized bicycles may operate or move a
motorized bicycle upon the highways during the delivery of, or during the
demonstration for the sale of, the motorized bicycle if the motorized bicycle
displays thereon a license plate or other suitable device issued to the
manufacturer or dealer.

Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Special License Plate: Display, Transfer, and Destruction
5035. Each license plate issued under Section 5033 shall bear a

distinctive number to identify the motorized bicycle for which it is issued and
shall bear a symbol, letter, or word to distinguish license plates issued under
this Articlefrom license plates issued for motorcycles and motor-driven
cycles. The owner, upon being issued a license plate, shall attach it to the
motorized bicycle for which it is issued and shall carry the identification card
issued by the department as provided in Section 4454. It shall be unlawful
for any person to attach or use the license plate upon any other motorized
bicycle or vehicle. If the motorized bicycle is destroyed, the owner shall
destroy the license plate and shall within 10 days notify the department on
a form approved by the department that the motorized bicycle and license
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plate have been destroyed.
If the ownership of the motorized bicycle is transferred to another person,

that person shall submit, within 10 days, proper application as provided in
Section 5031. The license plate shall remain with the motorized bicycle.

Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Service Fee
5036. A service fee of five dollars ($5) shall be paid for the issuance or

transfer of a special license plate for motorized bicycles, as defined in Section
406. Publicly-owned motorized bicycles are exempt from the fee.

Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

License Plate Required
5037. (a) No motorized bicycle first sold on or after July 1, 1981, shall be

moved or operated upon a highway unless the owner first makes application
for a license plate and, when received, attaches it to the motorized bicycle as
provided in this article.

(b) Motorized bicycles first sold prior to July 1, 1981, shall not be moved
or operated upon a highway after January 1, 1982, unless the owner makes
application for a license plate and, when received, attaches it to the
motorized bicycle as provided in this article.

(c) Any motorized bicycle currently licensed pursuant to Division 16.7
(commencing with Section 39000) on July 1, 1981, may be operated upon a
highway until July 1, 1982.

Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Stolen Motorized Bicycle: Record System
5038. The department shall establish a record system that provides for

identification of stolen motorized bicycles.
Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Dealer, Manufacturer, or Salesman License Exemption
5039. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no dealer,

manufacturer, salesman, or representative of motorized bicycles exclusively
is required to be licensed or permitted pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing
with Section 11700) of Division 5.

Added Ch. 1070, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Article 8.3. Historic and Special Interest Vehicles

Legislative Findings
5050. The Legislature finds and declares that constructive leisure

pursuits by California citizens is most important. This Articleis intended to
encourage responsible participation in the hobby of collecting, preserving,
restoring, and maintaining motor vehicles of historic and special interest,
which hobby contributes to the enjoyment of the citizen and the preservation
of California’s automotive memorabilia.

Added Ch. 753, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Definitions
5051. As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:
(a) “Collector” is the owner of one or more vehicles described in Section

5004 or of one or more special interest vehicles, as defined in this article, who
collects, purchases, acquires, trades, or disposes of such vehicle, or parts
thereof, for his or her own use, in order to preserve, restore, and maintain
such vehicle for hobby or historical purposes.

(b) “Special interest vehicle” is a vehicle of any age which is unaltered
from the manufacturer’s original specifications and, because of its
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significance, such as an out-of-production vehicle, or a model of less than
2,000 sold in California in any model year, is being collected, preserved,
restored, or maintained by a hobbyist as a leisure pursuit.

(c) “Parts car” is a motor vehicle which is owned by a collector to furnish
parts for restoration or maintenance of a special interest vehicle or a vehicle
described in Section 5004 or 5004.6, thus enabling a collector to preserve,
restore, and maintain a special interest vehicle or a vehicle described in
Section 5004 or 5004.6.

(d) “Street rod vehicle” is a motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle,
manufactured in or prior to 1948 which has been individually modified in its
body style or design, including through the use of nonoriginal or reproduction
components, and which may include additional modifications to other
components, including, but not limited to, the engine, drive train,
suspension, and brakes in a manner that does not adversely affect its safe
performance as a motor vehicle or render it unlawful for highway use.

Amended Ch. 929, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Storage: Manner of Maintenance
5052. Except as otherwise provided by local ordinance, a collector may

maintain one or more vehicles described in Section 5051, whether currently
licensed or unlicensed, or whether operable or inoperable, in outdoor storage
on private property, if every such vehicle and outdoor storage area is
maintained in such manner as not to constitute a health hazard and is
located away from public view, or screened from ordinary public view, by
means of a suitable fence, trees, shrubbery, opaque covering, or other
appropriate means.

Added Ch. 753, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Article 8.4. Special Interest License Plates
(Added Ch. 1273, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.)

Special Interest License Plates Criteria
5060. (a) An organization may apply to the department for participation

in a special interest license plate program and the department shall issue
special license plates for that program if the issuance of those plates is
required by this article, the sponsoring organization complies with the
requirements of this section, and the organization meets all of the following
criteria:

(1) Qualifies for tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code and subdivision (d) of Section 23701 of the Revenue and
Taxation Code.

(2) Submits a financial plan describing the purposes for which the
revenues described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (e) will be used.

(3) Submits a design of the organization’s proposed special interest
license plate that, among other things, provides for the placement of the
number and letter characters in a manner that allows for law enforcement to
readily identify those characters.

(b) Any person described in Section 5101 may apply for special interest
license plates, in lieu of the regular license plates.

(c) The design criteria for a special interest license plate are as follows:
(1) The license plate for a passenger vehicle, commercial vehicle, or

trailer shall provide a space not larger than two inches by three inches to the
left of the numerical series and a space not larger than five-eighths of an inch
in height below the numerical series for a distinctive design, decal, or
descriptive message as authorized by this article. The plates shall be issued
in sequential numerical order or, pursuant to Section 5103, in a combination
of numbers or letters.
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(2) Special interest license plates authorized under this Articlemay be
issued for use on a motorcycle. That license plate shall contain a five digit
configuration issued in sequential numerical order or, pursuant to Section
5103, in a combination of numbers or letters. There shall be a space to the
left of the numerical series for a distinctive design or decal and the
characters shall contrast sharply with the uniform background color. No
motorcycle plate containing a full plate graphic design is authorized. Those
particular special interest license plates that were issued prior to the
discontinuation provided by this paragraph may continue to be used and
attached to the vehicle for which they were issued and may be renewed,
retained, or transferred pursuant to this code.  

(d) (1) No organization may be included in the program until not less
than 7,500 applications for the particular special interest license plates are
received. Each organization shall collect and hold applications for the plates.
Once the organization has received at least  7,500 applications, it shall
submit the applications, along with the necessary fees, to the department.
The department shall not issue any special interest license plate until an
organization has received and submitted to the department not less than
7,500 applications for that particular special interest license plate within the
time period prescribed in this section. Advanced payment to the department
by an organization representing the department’s estimated or actual
administrative costs associated with the issuance of a particular special
interest license plate shall not constitute compliance with this requirement.
The organization shall have 12 months, following the  effective date of the
enactment of the specific legislation enabling the organization to participate
in this program, to receive the required number of applications. If, after that
12 months, 7,500 applications have not been received, the organization shall
immediately do either of the following:  

(A) Refund to all applicants any fees or deposits that have been collected.  
(B) Contact the department to indicate the organization’s intent to

undertake collection of additional applications and fees or deposits for an
additional period, not to exceed 12 months, in order to obtain the minimum
7,500 applications. If an organization elects to exercise the option under this
paragraph, it shall contact each applicant who has submitted an application
with the appropriate fees or deposits to determine if the applicant wishes a
refund of fees or deposits or requests the continuance of the holding of the
application and fees or deposits until that time that the organization has
received  7,500 applications. The organization shall refund the fees or
deposits to any applicant so requesting. In no event shall an organization
collect and hold applications for a period exceeding  24 months following the
date of authorization as described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a).

(C) Sequential plate fees shall be paid for the original issuance, renewal,
retention, replacement, or transfer of the special interest license plate as
determined by the organization and authorized by department’s regulations.
Those plates containing a personalized message are subject to the fees
required pursuant to Sections 5106 and 5108 in addition to any fees required
by the special interest license plate program.

(2) (A) If the number of currently outstanding and valid special interest
license plates in any particular program provided for in this Articleis less
than 7,500, the department shall notify the sponsoring organization of that
fact and shall inform the organization that if that number is less than 7,500
one year from the date of that notification, the department will no longer
issue or replace those special interest license plates.

(B) Those particular special interest license plates that were issued prior
to the discontinuation provided by subparagraph (A) may continue to be used
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and attached to the vehicle for which they were issued and may be renewed,
retained, or transferred pursuant to this code.  

(e) (1) The department shall deduct its costs to develop and administer
the special interest license plate program from the revenues collected for the
plates.

(2) The department shall deposit the remaining revenues from the
original issuance, renewal, retention, replacement, or transfer of the special
interest license plate in a fund which shall be established by the Controller.  

(f) When payment of renewal fees is not required as specified in Section
4000, or when a person determines to retain the special interest license plate
upon a sale, trade, or other release of the vehicle upon which the plate has
been displayed, the person shall notify the department and the person may
retain and use the plate as authorized by department regulations. 

(g) An organization that is eligible to participate in a special interest
license plate program pursuant to this Articleand receives funds from the
additional fees collected from the sale of special license plates shall not
expend annually more than 25 percent of those funds on administrative
costs, marketing, or other promotional activities associated with encouraging
application for, or renewal of, the special license plates.  

(h) (1) Every organization authorized under this Articleto offer special
interest license plates shall prepare and submit an annual accounting report
to the department by June 30. The report shall include an accounting of all
revenues and expenditures associated with the special interest license plate
program.

(2) If an organization submits a report pursuant to paragraph (1)
indicating that the organization violated the expenditure restriction set forth
in subdivision (g), the department shall immediately cease depositing fees in
the fund created by the Controller for that organization under paragraph (2)
of subdivision (e) and, instead, shall deposit those fees that would have
otherwise been deposited in that fund in a separate fund created by the
Controller, which fund is subject to appropriation by the Legislature. The
department shall immediately notify the organization of this course of
action. The depositing of funds in the account established pursuant to this
paragraph shall continue until the organization demonstrates to the
satisfaction of the department that the organization is in compliance or will
comply with the requirements of subdivision (g). If one year from the date
that the organization receives the notice described in this paragraph, the
organization is still unable to satisfactorily demonstrate to the department
that it is in compliance or will comply with the requirements of subdivision
(g), the department shall no longer issue or replace those special interest
license plates associated with that organization. Those particular special
interest license plates that were issued prior to the discontinuation provided
by this paragraph may continue to be used and attached to the vehicle for
which they were issued and may be renewed, retained, or transferred
pursuant to this code.

(3) Upon receiving the reports required under paragraph (1), the
department shall prepare and transmit an annual consolidated report to the
Legislature containing the revenue and expenditure data.

Amended Ch. 1303, Stats. 1993. Effective October 11, 1993.
Amended Ch. 558, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 163, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Special Interest License Plates: Motorcycles
5061. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the department

permits the issuance of a special interest license plate for display on a
motorcycle, the department shall not approve any design for that plate that
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incorporates either or both of the following:
(1) Full or partial graphic designs appearing behind the license plate

number configuration.
(2) Symbols within the license plate number configuration.
(b) Any special interest license plate issued for display on a motorcycle is

subject to the same fees that are collected for the issuance and retention of
special interest license plates on other vehicles.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 859, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Yosemite Foundation Plates: Yosemite Foundation Account
5064. (a) The department, in consultation with the Yosemite

Foundation, shall design and make available for issuance pursuant to this
Article special environmental design license plates bearing,
notwithstanding Section 5060, a full-plate graphic design depicting a
significant feature or quality of Yosemite National Park. Any person
described in Section 5101, upon payment of the additional fees set forth in
subdivision (b), may apply for and be issued a set of special environmental
design license plates. Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 5060, the
plates may be issued in a combination of numbers or letters, or both,
requested by the owner or lessee of the vehicle.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following additional fees shall be paid for the issuance,
renewal, or transfer of the special environmental design license plates
authorized pursuant to this section:

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, fifty dollars ($50).
(2) For a renewal of registration with the plates, forty dollars ($40).
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars ($15).
(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35).
(5) For the conversion of an existing environmental license plate to the

special environmental design license plate authorized pursuant to this
section, sixty-five dollars ($65).

(c) After deducting its administrative costs under this section, the
department shall deposit the additional revenue derived from the issuance,
renewal, transfer, and substitution of special environmental design license
plates as follows:

(1) One-half in the Yosemite Foundation Account, which is hereby
created in the California Environmental License Plate Fund. Upon
appropriation by the Legislature, the money in the account shall be allocated
by the Controller to the Yosemite Foundation or its successor for expenditure
for the exclusive trust purposes of preservation and restoration projects in
Yosemite National Park.

(2) One-half in the California Environmental License Plate Fund.
(d) The Yosemite Foundation shall report to the Legislature on or before

June 30 of each year on its use and expenditure of the money in the Yosemite
Foundation Account, beginning one year after the initial issuance of the
special interest license plates authorized by this section.

Amended Sec. 58, Ch. 1154, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

California Memorial License Plate
5066. (a) The department shall, in conjunction with the

California Highway Patrol, design and make available for issuance
pursuant to this Articlethe California memorial license plate.
Notwithstanding Section 5060, the California memorial license plate
may be issued in a combination of numbers or letters, or both, as
requested by the applicant for the plates. Any person described in
Section 5101 may, upon payment of the additional fees set forth in
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subdivision (b), apply for and be issued a set of California memorial
license plates.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or
renewal of registration, the following additional fees shall be paid
for the issuance, renewal, retention, or transfer of the California
memorial license plates authorized pursuant to this section:

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, fifty dollars ($50).
(2) For a renewal of registration of the plates or retention of the

plates, if renewal is not required, forty dollars ($40).
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars

($15).
(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35).
(5) In addition, for the issuance of an environmental license plate,

as defined in Section 5103, the additional fees prescribed in Sections
5106 and 5108 shall be deposited proportionately in the funds
described in subdivision (c).

(c) The department shall deposit the additional revenue derived
from the issuance, renewal, transfer, and substitution of California
memorial license plates as follows:

(1) Eighty-five percent in the Antiterrorism Fund, which is hereby
created in the General Fund.

(A) Upon appropriation by the Legislature, one-half of the money
in the fund shall be allocated by the Controller to the Office of
Criminal Justice Planning to be used solely for antiterrorism
activities. The office shall not use more than 5 percent of any funds
appropriated to it for administrative purposes.

(B) Upon appropriation by the Legislature in the annual Budget
Act or in another statute, one-half of the money in the fund shall be
used solely for antiterrorism activities.

(2) Fifteen percent in the California Memorial Scholarship Fund,
which is hereby established in the General Fund. Moneys deposited in
this fund shall be administered by the Scholarshare Investment
Board, and shall be available, upon appropriation in the annual
Budget Act or in another statute, for distribution or encumbrance by
the board pursuant to Article21.5 (commencing with Section 70010)
of Chapter 2 of Part 42 of the Education Code.

(d) The department shall deduct its costs to administer, but not to
develop, the California memorial license plate program.

(e) ”Antiterrorism activities” means activities related to the
prevention, detection, and emergency response to terrorism that are
undertaken by state and local law enforcement, fire protection, and
public health agencies. The funds provided for these activities, to the
extent that funds are available, shall be used exclusively for purposes
directly related to fighting terrorism. Eligible activities include, but
are not limited to, hiring support staff to perform administrative
tasks, hiring and training additional law enforcement, fire
protection, and public health personnel, response training for
existing and additional law enforcement, fire protection, and public
health personnel, and hazardous materials and other equipment
expenditures.

(f) Beginning January 1, 2007, and each January 1 thereafter, the
department shall determine the number of currently outstanding
and valid California memorial license plates. If that number is less
than 7,500 in any year, then the department shall no longer issue or
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replace those plates.
Added Sec. 2, Ch. 38, Stats. 2002. Effective May 13, 2002.

California Coastal Commission Special Interest License Plates
5067. (a) The department, in consultation with the California Coastal

Commission, shall design and make available for issuance pursuant to this
Article special environmental design license plates. Notwithstanding
subdivision (a) of Section 5060, the special environmental design license
plates shall bear a graphic design depicting a California coastal motif and
may be issued in a combination of numbers or letters, or both, as requested
by the applicant for the plates. Any person described in Section 5101 may,
upon payment of the additional fees set forth in subdivision (b), apply for and
be issued a set of special environmental design license plates. 

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following additional fees shall be paid for the issuance,
renewal, retention, or transfer of the special environmental design license
plates authorized pursuant to this section: 

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, fifty dollars ($50). 
(2) For a renewal of registration of the plates or retention of the plates, if

renewal is not required, forty dollars ($40). 
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars ($15). 
(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35). 
(5) In addition, for the issuance of an environmental license plate, as

defined in Section 5103, the additional fees prescribed in Section 5106 and
5108. The additional fees prescribed in Sections 5106 and 5108 shall be
deposited in the California Environmental License Plate Fund. 

(c) After deducting its administrative costs under this section, the
department, except as provided in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), shall
deposit the additional revenue derived from the issuance, renewal, transfer,
and substitution of special environmental design license plates as follows: 

(1) One-half in the California Beach and Coastal Enhancement Account,
which is hereby created in the California Environmental License Plate Fund.
Upon appropriation by the Legislature, the money in the account shall be
allocated by the Controller to the California Coastal Commission for
expenditure for the Adopt-A-Beach program, the Beach Cleanup Day
program, coastal public education programs, and grants to local
governments and nonprofit organizations for the costs of operating and
maintaining public beaches related to these programs. Any funds remaining
in the California Beach and Coastal Enhancement Account at the end of a
fiscal year shall be allocated by the Controller, after appropriation by the
Legislature, to the State Coastal Conservancy for coastal natural resource
restoration and enhancement projects and for other projects consistent with
the provisions of Division 21 (commencing with Section 31000) of the Public
Resources Code. 

(2) One-half in the California Environmental License Plate Fund. 
Added Ch. 558, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Veterans’ Organizations: Plates or Decals
5068. (a) (1) Any veterans’ organization may apply either individually

or with other veterans’ organizations to meet the 5,000 application threshold
set forth in Section 5060 for special interest plates. An organization that
meets the 5,000 minimum application requirement by applying with other
organizations pursuant to this subdivision shall be issued a regular license
plate bearing a distinctive design or decal approved pursuant to subdivision
(a) of Section 5060.

(2) Special interest plates issued pursuant to this section may be issued
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in a combination of numbers or letters, or both, requested by the owner or
lessee of the vehicle, to be displayed in addition to the design or decal
authorized under paragraph (1), subject to Section 5105.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration, a renewal
of registration, or a transfer of registration, the following fees shall be paid
by individuals applying for a veterans’ organization special interest license
plate or decal:

(1) Thirty dollars ($30) for the initial issuance of the plates and decals.
The plates shall be permanent and shall not be required to be replaced.

(2) Thirty dollars ($30) for each renewal of registration which includes
the continued display of the plates or decals.

(3) Fifteen dollars ($15) for transfer of the plates to another vehicle.
(4) Thirty-five dollars ($35) for replacement plates, if they become

damaged or unserviceable. ( )
(5) Ten dollars ($10) for replacement decals, if they become damaged

or unserviceable.
(6) Forty dollars ($40) for the personalization of the plates, as authorized

under paragraph (2) of subdivision (a).
(c) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2002.
Added Sec. 2, Ch. 201, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002. Operative July 1, 2002.
Amended Sec. 215, Ch. 664, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following “and or”

Veterans Service Office Fund
5069. (a) Except as specified in subdivision (b), revenue derived from

the additional special fees provided in Section 5068, less costs incurred by the
department pursuant to this article, shall be deposited in the Veterans
Service Office Fund, created by Section 972.2 of the Military and Veterans
Code.

(b) The revenue derived from the additional special fee provided in
paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of Section 5068, less costs incurred by the
department pursuant to this article, shall be deposited as follows:

(1) One-half in the Veterans Service Office Fund.
(2) One-half in the California Environmental License Plate Fund.
Amended Ch. 569, Stats. 1994. Effective September 16, 1994.

Breast Cancer Treatment License Plates
5070. (a) The department shall design and make available for issuance

pursuant to this Articlespecial breast cancer treatment license plates as
described in this section. The special breast cancer treatment license plate
shall bear a graphic design depicting the same logo as the United States
postal stamp with the words “Fund the Fight. Find a Cure” over the sketch
of a woman and the breast cancer awareness pink ribbon symbol. Any person
described in Section 5101 may, upon payment of the additional fees set forth
in subdivision (b), apply for and be issued a set of special breast cancer
treatment license plates. Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 5060,
the special breast cancer treatment license plates may be issued as breast
cancer license plates, as defined in Section 5103.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration, renewal of
registration, transfer, or substitution of the license plates, the following
additional fees shall be paid for the issuance, renewal, retention, transfer, or
replacement of the special interest license plates authorized pursuant to this
section:

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, fifty dollars ($50).
(2) For a renewal of registration of the plates, or the retention of the
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plates if renewal is not required, forty dollars ($40).
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars ($15).
(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35).
(5) In addition, for the issuance of an environmental license plate, as

defined in Section 5103, the additional fees prescribed in Sections 5106 and
5108, which shall be deposited in the Environmental License Plate Fund.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), all fees collected
under this section shall, after deduction of the department’s costs in
administering this section, be deposited in the Breast Cancer Treatment
Account, which is hereby created in the Breast Cancer Fund, as that fund is
established in Section 30461.6 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. The funds
in the account shall be used by the State Department of Health Services,
upon appropriation by the Legislature, to award grants to fund breast cancer
treatment for uninsured or underinsured persons who are at, or below, the
200-percent federal poverty level, as that level is determined by the United
States Department of Health and Human Services.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 651, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Red Ribbon Special Interest License Plates 
5071. (a) The department, in consultation with the University of

California, shall design and make available for issuance pursuant to Section
5060 special interest license plates, depicting a red ribbon that recognizes
the impact of acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) on society, that
may be issued in a combination of numbers or letters, or both, as requested
by the applicant for the plate. Any person described in Section 5101, upon
payment of the additional fee set forth in subdivision (b), may apply for and
be issued a set of special interest license plates.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following additional fees shall be paid for the issuance,
renewal, retention, or transfer of the special interest license plates
authorized pursuant to this section:

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, fifty dollars ($50).
(2) For a renewal of registration of the plates, or the retention of the

plates if renewal is not required, forty dollars ($40).
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars ($15).
(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35).
(5) In addition, for the issuance of an environmental license plate, as

defined in Section 5103, the additional fees prescribed in Sections 5106 and
5108, which shall be deposited in the Environmental License Plate Fund.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), all fees collected
under this section shall, after deduction of the department’s costs in
administering this section, be deposited in the AIDS Research Account,
which is hereby created in the General Fund. The funds in the account shall
be used, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to fund AIDS research
grants awarded by the University of California.

(d) For the purposes of meeting the requirement of subdivision (b) of
Section 5060, the University of California may solicit applications for special
interest license plates authorized by this section by contracting with a
private, nonprofit entity that is exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 1002, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Girl Scouts License Plates
5071.1. (a) The department, in consultation with the Girl Scout

Councils of California, shall design and make available for issuance special
license plates, in accordance with Section 5060, bearing a design depicting
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the logo of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America. Any person
described in Section 5101, upon payment of the additional fee set forth in
subdivision (b), may apply for and be issued a set of special interest license
plates described in this subdivision.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration, a renewal
of registration, or a transfer or substitution of the license plates, the
following additional fees shall be paid for the issuance, renewal, retention,
transfer, or substitution of the special interest license plates authorized by
this section:

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, fifty dollars ($50).
(2) For a renewal of registration of the plates, or retention of the plates if

renewal is not required, forty dollars ($40).
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars ($15).
(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35).
(c) After deducting administrative costs incurred by the department to

implement this section, the department shall deposit the additional revenue
derived from the issuance, renewal, retention, transfer, and substitution of
the special interest license plates in the Girl Scouts License Plate Fund,
which is hereby created in the General Fund.

(d) Upon appropriation by the Legislature, the money in the fund shall be
allocated by the Controller to the Girl Scout Councils of California for the
purpose of funding the promotion of Girl Scout membership including
outreach efforts in underserved areas, camping, field trips, wider
opportunities, mentoring programs, volunteer training, and other Girl Scout
opportunities, and for the promotion of the Girl Scout License Plate Program.

(e) Any organization participating in the special interest license plate
program pursuant to this section shall comply with all of the requirements
imposed on participating organizations pursuant to Section 5060.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 422, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

“Have A Heart, Be A Star, Help Our Kids” Plates: 
Child Health and Safety Fund

5072. (a) Any person described in Section 5101 may also apply for a set
of Have a Heart, Be a Star, Help Our Kids license plates, and the department
shall issue those special license plates in lieu of the regular license plates.
The Have a Heart, Be a Star, Help Our Kids plates shall be distinct from
other existing license plates by the inclusion of a well within the portion of
the license plate that has the alpha-numeric sequence. The well may be
placed in any position within that portion of the license plate. A heart shape,
a five-pointed star, a hand shape, a plus-sign shape, shall be imprinted
within the well itself. However, for purposes of processing the alpha-numeric
sequence, the symbol within the well shall be read as a blank within the
alpha-numeric sequence. The Department of Motor Vehicles shall cooperate
with representatives of the California Highway Patrol and the Prison
Industries Authority to design the final shape and dimension of the symbols
for these license plates.

(b) An applicant for a license plate described in subdivision (a) may
choose to either accept a license plate character sequence assigned by the
department that includes one of the four symbols or request a specialized
license plate character sequence determined by the applicant that includes
one of the four symbols, in accordance with instructions which shall be
provided by the department.

(c) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration, a renewal of
registration, or a transfer of registration, the following Have a Heart, Be a
Star, Help Our Kids license plate fees shall be paid:
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(1) For those specialized license plates whose character sequence is
determined by the license owner or applicant:

(A) Fifty dollars ($50) for the initial issuance of the plates. These plates
shall be permanent and shall not be required to be replaced. 

(B) Forty dollars ($40) for each renewal of registration which includes the
continued display of the plates.

(C) Fifteen dollars ($15) for transfer of the plates to another vehicle.
(D) Thirty-five dollars ($35) for replacement plates, if the plates become

damaged or unserviceable.
(2) For those specialized license plates whose character sequence is

assigned by the department:
(A) Twenty dollars ($20) for the initial issuance of the plates. These plates

shall be permanent and shall not be required to be replaced.
(B) The legally allowed fee for renewal plus fifteen dollars ($15) for each

renewal of registration, which includes the continued display of the plates.
(C) Fifteen dollars ($15) for transfer of the plates to another vehicle.
(D) Twenty dollars ($20) for replacement plates, if the plates become

damaged or unserviceable.
(d) When payment of renewal fees is not required as specified in Section

4000, or when the person determines to retain the Have a Heart, Be a Star,
Help Our Kids license plates upon sale, trade, or other release of the vehicle
upon which the plates have been displayed, the person shall notify the
department and the person may retain the plates.

(e) The revenue derived from the additional special fees provided in this
section, less costs incurred by the department, the Department of the
California Highway Patrol, and local law enforcement for developing and
administering this license plate program pursuant to this section, shall be
deposited in the Child Health and Safety Fund, created pursuant to Chapter
4.6 (commencing with Section 18285) of Part 6 of Division 9 of the Welfare
and Institutions Code, and, when appropriated by the Legislature shall be
available for the purposes specified in that chapter.

(f) It is the intent of the Legislature that the additional special fees
specified in subdivision (e) are not used to replace existing appropriation
levels in the 1991-92 Budget Act. 

(g) Subdivisions (a) to (f), inclusive, of this section shall not become
operative unless 5,000 applications for Have a Heart, Be a Star, Help Our
Kids license plates have been received by the department by December 31,
1993. The department shall design and provide the original application
forms, which can be copied, pursuant to rules adopted by the department, by
organizations which have an interest in the distribution of the application
forms. The department shall not be responsible for collecting applications,
depositing applications, depositing application fees, or returning
applications and attached fee payments until no less than 5,000 applications
and appropriate fees are collected and turned over to the department by
organizations who have originally distributed the applications. The
organizations distributing the applications shall be responsible for returning
the applications and attached fees to the applicants if within one year after
the enactment of this program the threshold number of applications is not
submitted.

Added Ch. 1316, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Special License Plates
5073. (a) The department, in consultation with the Ronald Reagan

Presidential Foundation, shall design and make available for issuance
pursuant to Section 5060 Ronald Reagan Presidential Library special
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interest license plates that may be issued in a combination of numbers or
letters, or both, as requested by the applicant for the plate. Any person
described in Section 5101, upon payment of the additional fee or fees set forth
in subdivision (b), may apply for and be issued a set of these special interest
license plates.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration, renewal of
registration, or transfer or substitution of the license plates, the following
additional fees shall be paid for the issuance, renewal, retention, or transfer
of the special interest license plates authorized pursuant to this section:

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, fifty dollars ($50).
(2) For a renewal of registration of the plates, or the retention of the

plates if renewal is not required, forty dollars ($40).
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars ($15).
(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35).
(5) In addition, for the issuance of an environmental license plate, as

defined in Section 5103, the additional fees prescribed in Sections 5106 and
5108, which shall be deposited in the Environmental License Plate Fund.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), all fees collected
under this section shall, after deduction of the department’s costs in
administering this section, be deposited into the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library Account, which is hereby created in the General Fund. The funds in
the account shall be used by the Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation,
upon appropriation by the Legislature to the Controller for allocation to the
foundation, to fund the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 594, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Polanco-Bates License Plates for the Arts Act of 1993: 
Graphic Design License Plate Account

5074. (a) This section shall be known and may be cited as the Polanco-
Bates License Plates for the Arts Act of 1993. The California Arts Council
shall participate in the special interest license plate program. 

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following additional fees shall be paid for the issuance,
transfer, or renewal of license plates bearing, notwithstanding Section 5060,
a full-plate graphic design, depicting a significant feature or quality of the
State of California, approved by the department in consultation with the
California Arts Council: 

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, thirty dollars ($30). 
(2) For a renewal of registration of the plates, fifteen dollars ($15). 
(3) For the transfer of the special plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars

($15). 
(4) In addition, for the issuance of an environmental license plate, as

defined in Section 5103, with a full-plate graphic design, the additional fees
prescribed in Sections 5106 and 5108. The additional fees prescribed in
Sections 5106 and 5108 shall be deposited in the Environmental License
Plate Fund. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (4) of subdivision (b), all fees collected
under this section shall, after deduction of the department’s costs in
administering this section, be deposited in the Graphic Design License Plate
Account in the General Fund, which is hereby created. The funds in the
account shall be used by the California Arts Council, upon appropriation by
the Legislature, for arts education and local arts programming. 

(d) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1994. 
Added Ch. 414, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994. Operative July 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 569, Stats. 1994. Effective September 16, 1994.
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Lake Tahoe Conservancy License Plates
5075. (a) The department, in consultation with the California Tahoe

Conservancy, shall design and make available for issuance pursuant to this
Article special environmental design license plates as described in this
section. Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 5060, the special
environmental design license plates shall bear a full-plate graphic design
depicting a significant feature of Lake Tahoe. Any person described in
Section 5101 may, upon payment of the additional fees set forth in
subdivision (b), apply for and be issued a set of special environmental design
license plates. Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 5060, the special
environmental design license plates may be issued as environmental license
plates, as defined in Section 5103. 

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration or renewal
of registration, the following additional fees shall be paid for the issuance,
renewal, or transfer of the special environmental design license plates
authorized pursuant to this section: 

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, fifty dollars ($50). 
(2) For a renewal of registration with the plates, forty dollars ($40). 
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars ($15). 
(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35). 
(5) In addition, for the issuance of environmental license plates, as

defined in Section 5103, with a full-plate graphic design described in
subdivision (a), the additional fees prescribed in Sections 5106 and 5108. The
additional fees prescribed in Sections 5106 and 5108 shall be deposited in the
Environmental License Plate Fund. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), and after
deducting its administrative costs under this section, the department shall
deposit the additional revenue derived from the issuance, renewal, transfer,
and substitution of special environmental design license plates in the Lake
Tahoe Conservancy Account, which is hereby created in the California
Environmental License Plate Fund. Upon appropriation by the Legislature,
the money in the account shall be allocated by the Controller to the
California Tahoe Conservancy or its successor for expenditure for the
exclusive trust purposes of preservation and restoration projects in the Lake
Tahoe area and for the purpose of establishing and improving trails,
pathways, and public access for nonmotorized traffic in that area. 

Added Ch. 1303, Stats. 1993. Effective October 11, 1993. 

Rotary International License Plates
5080. (a) The department, in consultation with the Rotary

International Foundation, shall design and make available for issuance,
pursuant to this article, special interest license plates. The special interest
license plates issued under this section shall contain the words “Service
Above Self” and the emblem of Rotary International. The plates may be
issued in a combination of numbers or letters, or both, as requested by the
applicant for the plates. Any person described in Section 5101, upon payment
of the additional fees set forth in subdivision (b), may apply for and be issued
a set of special interest license plates described in this subdivision.

(b) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration, a renewal
of registration, or a transfer or substitution of the license plates, the
following additional fees shall be paid for the issuance, renewal, retention,
transfer, or substitution of the special interest license plates authorized by
this section:

(1) For the original issuance of the plates, seventy-five dollars ($75).
(2) For a renewal of registration with the plates, forty dollars ($40).
(3) For transfer of the plates to another vehicle, fifteen dollars ($15).
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(4) For each substitute replacement plate, thirty-five dollars ($35).
(5) For the conversion of an existing special license plate to the Rotary

International special interest license plate authorized pursuant to this
section, sixty-five dollars ($65).

(c) After deducting its administrative costs under this section, the
department shall deposit the additional revenue derived from the issuance,
renewal, transfer, and substitution of the Rotary International special
interest license plates into the Rotary International Foundation Account,
which is hereby created in the General Fund. The funds, when appropriated
by the Legislature, shall be allocated by the Controller to the Rotary
International Foundation for educational, international outreach,
community service, and humanitarian purposes.

(d) Any organization participating in the special interest license plate
program pursuant to this section shall comply with all of the requirements
imposed on participating organizations pursuant to Section 5060.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 372, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Article 8.5. Environmental License Plates
(Amended Ch. 265, Stats. 1973. Effective July 13, 1973.)

Purpose
5100. The purpose of this Articleis to provide revenue for the California

Environmental License Plate Fund.
Amended Ch. 1105, Stats. 1979. Effective January 1, 1980.

Application
5101. Any person who is the registered owner or lessee of a passenger

vehicle, commercial motor vehicle, motorcycle, trailer, or semitrailer
registered or certificated with the department, or who makes application for
an original registration or renewal registrationof that vehicle, may, upon
payment of the fee prescribed in Section 5106 and those fees required by
Sections 5022 to 5024, inclusive, apply to the department for environmental
license plates, in the manner prescribed in Section 5105, which plates shall
be affixed to the passenger vehicle, commercial motor vehicle, motorcycle,
trailer, or semitrailer for which registration is sought in lieu of the regular
license plates.

Amended Sec. 28.5, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 16, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Firefighters: Special License Plates
5101.2. (a) Any person otherwise eligible under this Articlewho is a

firefighter or a retired firefighter may apply for special license plates for a
vehicle under this article. Any license plates issued pursuant to this section
shall be issued in accordance with Section 5060.

(b) The applicant, by satisfactory proof, shall show all of the following:
(1) The applicant is, or has retired, in good standing as an officer, an

employee, or a member of a fire department or a fire service of the state, a
county, a city, a district, or any other political subdivision of the state,
whether in a volunteer, partly paid, or fully paid status.

(2) The applicant is, or was until retirement, regularly employed as a
firefighter or regularly enrolled as a volunteer firefighter.

(3) The applicant’s principal duties fall, or fell until retirement, within
the scope of active firefighting and any of the following activities:

(A) Fire prevention service.
(B) Fire training.
(C) Hazardous materials abatement.
(D) Arson investigation.
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(E) Emergency medical services.
(c) The special license plates issued under this section shall contain the

words “California Firefighter” and shall run in a regular numerical series.
(d) In addition to the regular fees for an original registration, a renewal

of registration, or a transfer of registration, the following special license plate
fees shall be paid:

(1) A fee of thirty-five dollars ($35) for the initial issuance of the special
license plates. These special license plates shall be permanent and shall not
be required to be replaced.

(2) A fee of twenty dollars ($20) for each renewal of registration that
includes the continued display of the special license plates.

(3) If the special license plates become damaged or unserviceable, a fee of
thirty-five dollars ($35) for the replacement of the special license plates,
obtained from the department upon proper application therefor.

(4) A fee of fifteen dollars ($15) for the transfer of the special license
plates to another vehicle qualifying as a vehicle owned by a firefighter who
has met the requirements set forth in subdivision (b).

(5) In addition, for the issuance of environmental license plates, as
defined in Section 5103, with the special firefighter personal vehicle license
plates and distinctive design or decal, the additional fees prescribed in
Sections 5106 and 5108. The additional fees collected pursuant to this
paragraph shall be deposited in the California Environmental License Plate
Fund.

(e) Upon the death of a person issued special license plates pursuant to
this section, the plates shall be transferred to the surviving spouse, if he or
she requests, or shall be returned to the department within 60 days after the
death of the plateholder or upon the expiration of the vehicle registration,
whichever occurs first.

(f)  Prior to January 1, 2006, except as provided in paragraph (5) of
subdivision (d), the revenues derived from the additional special fees
provided in this section, less costs incurred by the department pursuant to
this section, shall be deposited in the California Firefighters’ Memorial Fund
established by Section 18802 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.

(g) On and after January 1, 2006, except as provided in paragraph (5) of
subdivision (d), the revenues derived from the additional special fees
provided in this section, less costs incurred by the department under this
section, shall be deposited in the California Fire and Arson Training Fund
established under Section 13159.10 of the Health and Safety Code.

Added Ch. 1304, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 8, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 213, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 1120, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 114, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 988, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Pearl Harbor Survivor Plates
5101.3. (a) Any person otherwise eligible under this Articlewho

qualifies under subdivision (b) may apply for special license plates that shall
run in a separate numerical series and shall contain the words “Pearl Harbor
Survivor.” The plates may be issued for any vehicle, except a vehicle used for
transportation for hire, compensation, or profit, or a motorcycle, which is
owned or coowned by the person.

(b) To qualify for issuance of the special plates, the applicant by
satisfactory proof shall show all of the following:

(1) The applicant was a member of the United States Armed Forces on
December 7, 1941, and received an honorable discharge from military
service.
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(2) The applicant was on station at Pearl Harbor, the Island of Oahu, or
offshore within a distance of three miles, on December 7, 1941, during the
hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m., Hawaii time, as certified by a California
chapter of the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association. 

(c) Upon the death of a person issued special license plates pursuant to
this section, his or her surviving spouse may retain the special license plates
subject to the conditions set forth in this section. Upon the death of the
spouse, the retained special license plates shall be returned to the
department either (1) within 60 days following that death or (2) upon the
expiration of the vehicle registration, whichever occurs first.

(d) Sections 5106 and 5108 do not apply to this section.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 114, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 612, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Legion of Valor License Plates
5101.4. (a) Any person otherwise eligible under this Articlewho is a

recipient of the Army Medal of Honor, Navy Medal of Honor, Air Force Medal
of Honor, Army Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, or Air Force Cross
may apply for special license plates for the vehicle under this article.

(b) The applicant, by conclusive evidence, shall show that the applicant is
a recipient of one of the nation’s highest decorations for valor, as specified in
subdivision (a).

(c) The special license plates issued under this section shall contain the
words “Legion of Valor” and shall run in a regular numerical series. An
adhesive sticker denoting which of the nation’s highest decorations for valor,
as specified in subdivision (a), is held by the applicant shall be affixed in a
recess provided for it on the license plates.

(d)  Upon the death of a person issued special license plates pursuant to
this section, his or her surviving spouse may retain the special license plates
subject to the conditions set forth in this section. Upon the death of the
spouse, the retained, special license plates shall be returned to the
department either (1) within 60 days following that death or (2) upon the
expiration of the vehicle registration, whichever occurs first.

(e) Sections 5106 and 5108 do not apply to this section.
Amended Ch. 392, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 612, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Special License Plates: Former American Prisoners of War
5101.5. (a) Any person otherwise eligible under this Articlewho is a

former American prisoner of war may apply for special license plates for the
vehicle under this article. The special plates assigned to the vehicle shall run
in a separate numerical series and contain a replica design of the American
Prisoner of War Medal followed by the letters “POW” and four numbers. The
special license plates issued under this subdivision also shall contain the
following words: “Ex-Prisoner of War.” The department shall, pursuant to
this article, reserve and issue the license plates provided for by this section
only to persons who show by satisfactory proof his or her former prisoner of
war status. Any person otherwise issued license plates within this series
pursuant to this Articleprior to January 1, 1982, may retain them.

(b) Special license plates may be issued pursuant to subdivision (a) only
for a vehicle owned or coowned by a former American prisoner of war.

(c) Upon the death of a person issued special license plates pursuant to
this section, his or her surviving spouse may retain the special license plates
subject to the conditions set forth in this section. Upon the death of the
spouse, the retained special license plates shall be returned to the
department either (1) within 60 days following that death or (2) upon the
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expiration of the vehicle registration, whichever occurs first.
(d) Any vehicle exempted from fees by Section 9105 and by Section 10783

of the Revenue and Taxation Code shall lose the exemption upon the death
of the former American prisoner of war.

(e) Sections 5106 and 5108 do not apply to this section.
(f) The department shall recall all former prisoner-of-war license plates

issued pursuant to this section prior to January 1, 1999, and shall issue to
the holder of those plates, without charge, the revised plates authorized by
this section.

(g) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1999.
Added Sec. 4, Ch. 563, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.

Congressional Medal of Honor
5101.6. (a) Any person otherwise eligible under this Articlewho is a

Congressional Medal of Honor recipient may apply for special license plates
for the vehicle under this article. The special license plates assigned to the
vehicle shall run in a separate numerical series and shall have inscribed on
the license plate the words “Congressional Medal of Honor” or “Medal of
Honor.” The department shall reserve and issue the special license plates to
all applicants providing the proof required by subdivision (b). 

(b) The applicant shall, by satisfactory proof, show that the applicant is a
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient. 

(c) Special license plates may be issued pursuant to subdivision (a) only
for a vehicle owned or co-owned by a Congressional Medal of Honor recipient. 

(d) Upon the death of a person issued special license plates pursuant to
this section, his or her surviving spouse may retain the special license plates
subject to the conditions set forth in this section. Upon the death of the
spouse, the retained, special license plates shall be returned to the
department either (1) within 60 days following that death or (2) upon the
expiration of the vehicle registration, whichever occurs first. 

(e) Any vehicle exempted from fees by Section 9105 and by Section 10783
of the Revenue and Taxation Code shall lose the exemption upon the death
of the Congressional Medal of Honor recipient. 

 (f) Sections 5106 and 5108 do not apply to this section. 
Amended Ch. 392, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Olympic License Plates
5101.7. (a) Until December 31, 1984, any person described in Section

5101 may also apply for a set of commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized
license plates and the department shall issue those special license plates in
lieu of the regular license plates. No commemorative 1984 Olympic
reflectorized license plates shall be issued pursuant to an application
therefor which is submitted on or after January 1, 1985, but the holder of
those plates may thereafter renew or retain them, obtain duplicate
replacements for them, or transfer them to another vehicle, subject to this
article.

(b) Except as provided in this section, the issue, renewal, cancellation,
retention, and transfer of the commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized
license plates shall be subject to the provisions of this Articleas if they were
environmental license plates. Until December 31, 1989, duplicate,
replacement plates shall be identical commemorative 1984 Olympic
reflectorized license plates of the same letter, number, and design as
originally issued. On and after January 1, 1990, duplicate or replacement
plates shall be provided pursuant to this article.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 5106, in addition to the
regular registration fee, the applicant shall be charged a fee of one hundred
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dollars ($100) for a set of commemorative 1984 Olympic reflectorized license
plates described in subdivision (d).

(d) Notwithstanding the color, design, and number of digit requirements
of Section 5102, the department shall design the commemorative 1984
Olympic reflectorized license plates, which shall be reflectorized license
plates issued pursuant to Section 4850. The commemorative 1984 Olympic
reflectorized license plates shall be of a distinctive design, as determined by
the department after consultation with the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing
Committee, and shall be available, upon request in the application, in an
indicated combination of letters or numbers, or both, and as requested as a
registration number.

Added Ch. 1289, Stats. 1983. Effective September 29, 1983.

Purple Heart Recipient Plates
5101.8. (a) Any person otherwise eligible under this Articlewho is a

Purple Heart recipient may apply for special license plates for vehicles that
are not used for transportation for hire, compensation, or profit, under this
article. The special plates assigned to the vehicle shall run in a separate
numerical series, shall have inscribed on the plate the Purple Heart insignia,
and shall contain the words “Combat Wounded” and “Purple Heart” or at
least the letters “PH” as part of the numerical series. The department shall
reserve and issue the special plates to all applicants providing the proof
required by subdivision (b).

(b) The applicant, by satisfactory proof, shall show that the applicant is a
Purple Heart recipient.

(c) Special plates may be issued pursuant to subdivision (a) only for a
vehicle owned or coowned by a Purple Heart recipient and may not be
transferred to any other person, including the coowner of the vehicle. The
special plates shall be surrendered to the department upon the death of the
Purple Heart recipient.

(d)  When an applicant for the Purple Heart license plate qualifies as a
disabled veteran, as specified in subdivision (b) of Section 22511.55, the
applicant may also apply for a distinguishing placard described in
subdivision (a) of Section 22511.55 to be used in conjunction with the Purple
Heart license plate for the purpose of allowing special parking privileges
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 22511.5. 

(e) Sections 5106 and 5108 do not apply to this section.
Amended Sec. 171, Ch. 91, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 612, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Bicentennial Bill of Rights License Plates
5101.9. (a) Until December 31, 1991, any person described in Section

5101 may apply for a set of commemorative Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights
reflectorized license plates and the department shall issue those special
license plates in lieu of regular license plates. No commemorative
Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights reflectorized license plates shall be issued
pursuant to an application submitted on or after January 1, 1992, but the
holder of those plates may thereafter renew or retain them, obtain substitute
replacements for them, or transfer them to another vehicle, subject to this
section. However, substitute replacement plates shall not be available on or
after January 1, 1997. Thereafter, unless otherwise provided by law, regular
series plates shall be issued for the fee provided in Section 9265 whenever
substitute plates are required.

(b) The commemorative Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights reflectorized
license plates shall be of a distinctive design and shall be available in a
special series of letters or numbers, or both, as determined by the
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department.
(c) In addition to the regular fees for an original or renewal registration,

the applicant shall be charged a fee of thirty-five dollars ($35).
(d) Notwithstanding Section 9265, the applicant for substitute

commemorative Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights reflectorized license plates
shall be charged a fee of thirty- five dollars ($35).

(e) Whenever any person who has been issued commemorative
Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights reflectorized license plates applies to the
department for transfer of the plates to another vehicle, a transfer fee of
fifteen dollars ($15) shall be charged in addition to all other appropriate fees.

(f) Sections 5106 and 5108 do not apply.
Added Ch. 312, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990. Operative July 1, 1990.

Color and Design
5102. The environmental license plates shall be the same color and

design as regular passenger vehicle, commercial vehicle, motorcycle, or
trailer license plates, and shall consist of any combination of numbers or
letters, not exceeding seven positions and not less than two positions, if there
are no conflicts with existing passenger, commercial, trailer, motorcycle, or
special license plates series or with Section 4851.

Amended Ch. 752, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Environmental License Plates: Defined
5103. “Environmental license plates,” as used in this article, means

license plates or permanent trailer identification plates that have displayed
upon them the registration number assigned to the passenger vehicle,
commercial motor vehicle, motorcycle, trailer, or trailer semitrailer for which
a registration number was issued in a combination of letters or numbers, or
both, requested by the owner or lessee of the vehicle.

Amended Sec. 29.5, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Issuance
5104. Environmental license plates shall be issued only to the registered

owner or lessee of the vehicle on which they are to be displayed.
Amended Ch. 265, Stats. 1973. Effective July 13, 1973.

Application; Cancellation of Plates
5105. (a) An applicant for issuance of environmental license plates or

renewal of such plates in the subsequent year pursuant to this Articleshall
file an application therefor in such form and by such date as the department
may require, indicating thereon the combination of letters or numbers, or
both, requested as a registration number. There shall be no duplication of
registration numbers, and the department may refuse to issue any
combination of letters or numbers, or both, that may carry connotation
offensive to good taste and decency or which would be misleading or a
duplication of license plates provided for in Article8 (commencing with
Section 5000) of Chapter 1 of Division 3.

(b) The department may cancel and order the return of any
environmental license plate heretofore or hereafter issued, containing any
combination of letters, or numbers, or both, which the department
determines carries connotations offensive to good taste and decency or which
would be misleading. Whenever the department orders any person to return
any such environmental license plate containing any combination of letters
or numbers, or both, which the department determines carries connotations
offensive to good taste and decency or which would be misleading, the person
so ordered may, in writing and within 10 days after receiving the order,
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demand a hearing, which shall be granted. The provisions of Chapter 5
(commencing with Section 11500), Part 1, Division 3, Title 2 of the
Government Code, shall apply to hearings provided for in this subdivision.
Any person ordered to return such plates shall either be reimbursed for any
additional fees he paid for the plates pursuant to Section 5106 or 5108 for the
registration year in which they are recalled, or be given, at no additional cost
therefor, replacement environmental license plates, the issuance of which is
in compliance with this code.

(c) The department may cancel and order the return of any
environmental license plate, without opportunity to be heard, as specified in
subdivision (b) of this section, if the license plate issued is a duplication of
license plates provided for in Article8 (commencing with Section 5000) of
Chapter 1 of Division 3 or if the fee specified under subdivision (c) of Section
5106 has not been paid.

Amended Ch. 692, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Additional Fees
5106. (a) Except as provided in Section 5101.7, in addition to the

regular registration fee or a permanent trailer identification fee, the
applicant shall be charged a fee of forty dollars ($40).

(b) In addition to the regular renewal fee or a permanent trailer
identification fee for the vehicle to which the plates are assigned, the
applicant for a renewal of the plates shall be charged an additional fee of
twenty-five dollars ($25). An applicant with a permanent trailer
identification plate shall be charged an annual fee of twenty-five dollars
($25). However, applicants for renewal of prisoner-of-war special license
plates issued under Section 5101.5 shall not be charged the additional
renewal fee under this subdivision.

(c) When payment of renewal fees is not required as specified in Section
4000, the holder of any environmental license plate may retain the plate
upon payment of an annual fee of twenty-five dollars ($25). The fee shall be
due at the expiration of the registration year of the vehicle to which the
environmental license plate was last assigned. However, applicants for
retention of prisoner-of-war special license plates issued under Section
5101.5 shall not be charged the additional retention fee under this
subdivision.

(d) Notwithstanding Section 9265, the applicant for a duplicate
environmental license plate or a duplicate, replacement commemorative
1984 Olympic reflectorized license plate shall be charged a fee of thirty
dollars ($30).

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 735, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 30, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.

California Environmental License Plate Fund: Deposits
5107. (a) All revenue derived from the fees provided for in this Article

shall be deposited in the California Environmental License Plate Fund.
(b) Not more than fifty cents ($0.50) of the amount collected from each

applicant pursuant to Section 5106 on and after January 1, 1999, shall be set
aside for use, upon appropriation by the Legislature, by the appropriate
agency for the purpose of increasing public awareness of the environmental
license plate program.

Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 326, Stats. 1998. Effective August 21, 1998. 

Transfer Fee
5108. Whenever any person who has been issued environmental license

plates applies to the department for transfer of the plates to another
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passenger vehicle, commercial motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer a
transfer fee of twenty dollars ($20) shall be charged in addition to all other
appropriate fees.

Amended Sec. 31, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Transfer or Retention of Plates
5109. When any person who has been issued environmental license

plates sells, trades, or otherwise releases ownership of the vehicle upon
which the personalized license plates have been displayed, such person shall
immediately report the transfer of such plates to an acquired passenger
vehicle, commercial vehicle, or trailer pursuant to Section 5108, unless such
person determines to retain the plates pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section
5106.

Amended Ch. 935, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Rules, Regulations, and Administration
5110. (a) The director may adopt rules and regulations as necessary to

carry out the purposes of this article.
(b) Whenever two or more separate series of special plates are authorized

under this Articlein a period of one year, the director shall coordinate the
administrative and technical procedures for preparation and issuance of the
plates in order to control costs to the maximum extent. 

Amended Ch. 358, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992. 

Article 9. Display of Plates, Tabs, and Stickers

Display of License Plates
5200. When two license plates are issued by the department for a

vehicle, they shall be attached to the vehicle for which they were issued, one
in the front and the other in the rear. When one license plate is issued for use
upon a vehicle, it shall be attached to the rear thereof.

Positioning of Plates
5201. License plates shall at all times be securely fastened to the vehicle

for which they are issued so as to prevent the plates from swinging and shall
be mounted in a position to be clearly visible, and shall be maintained in a
condition so as to be clearly legible. The rear license plate shall be mounted
not less than 12 inches nor more than 60 inches from the ground, and the
front license plate shall be mounted not more than 60 inches from the
ground, except as follows:

(a) The rear license plate on a tow truck may be mounted on the left-hand
side of the mast assembly at the rear of the cab of the vehicle, not less than
12 inches nor more than 90 inches from the ground.

(b) The rear license plate on a tank vehicle hauling hazardous waste, as
defined in Section 25117 of the Health and Safety Code, or asphalt material
may be mounted not less than 12 inches nor more than 90 inches from the
ground.

(c) The rear license plate on a truck tractor may be mounted at the rear
of the cab of the vehicle, not less than 12 inches nor more than 90 inches from
the ground.

(d) The rear license plate of a vehicle designed by the manufacturer for
the collection and transportation of garbage, rubbish, or refuse and which is
used regularly for the collection and transportation of that material by any
person or governmental entity employed to collect, transport, and dispose of
garbage, rubbish, or refuse may be mounted not less than 12 inches nor more
than 90 inches from the ground.
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(e) No covering shall be used on license plates except as follows:
(1) The installation of a cover over a lawfully parked vehicle to protect it

from the weather and the elements does not constitute a violation of this
subdivision. Any peace officer or other regularly salaried employee of a public
agency designated to enforce laws, including local ordinances, relating to the
parking of vehicles may temporarily remove so much of the cover as is
necessary to inspect any license plate, tab, or indicia of registration on a
vehicle.

(2) The installation of a license plate security cover is not a violation of
this subdivision if the device does not obstruct or impair the recognition of
the license plate information, including, but not limited to, the issuing state,
license plate number, and registration tabs, and the cover is limited to the
area directly over the top of the registration tabs. No portion of a license plate
security cover shall rest over the license plate number.

(f) No casing, shield, frame, border, or other device that obstructs or
impairs the reading or recognition of a license plate by a remote emission
sensing device, as specified in Sections 44081 and 44081.6 of the Health and
Safety Code, shall be installed on, or affixed to, a vehicle.

Amended Ch. 704, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 16, Ch. 1007, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Period of Display
5202. Every license plate issued by this State or any other jurisdiction

within or without the United States shall remain attached during the period
of its validity to the vehicle for which it is issued while being operated within
this State or during the time the vehicle is being held for sale in this State,
or until such time as a vehicle with special or identification plates is no
longer entitled to such plates and no person shall operate, nor shall an owner
knowingly permit to be operated, upon any highway any vehicle unless the
license plate is so attached. Special permits issued in lieu of plates shall be
attached and displayed on the vehicle for which issued during the period of
their validity.

Plates Surrendered or Removed
5203. This chapter does not apply to plates which the department

pursuant to law has ordered to be surrendered, transferred to another
vehicle, or removed.

Registration Tabs
5204. (a) Except as provided by subdivisions (b) and (c), a tab shall

indicate the year of expiration and a tab shall indicate the month of
expiration. Current month and year tabs shall be attached to the rear license
plate assigned to the vehicle for the last preceding registration year in which
license plates were issued, and, when so attached, the license plate with the
tabs shall, for the purposes of this code, be deemed to be the license plate,
except that truck tractors, and commercial motor vehicles having a declared
gross vehicle weight of 10,001 pounds or more, shall display the current
month and year tabs upon the front license plate assigned to the truck
tractor or commercial motor vehicle. Vehicles that fail to display current
month and year tabs or display expired tabs are in violation of this section.

(b) The requirement of subdivision (a) that the tabs indicate the year and
the month of expiration does not apply to fleet vehicles subject to Article9.5
(commencing with Section 5300) or vehicles defined in Section 468.

(c) Subdivision (a) does not apply when proper application for registration
has been made pursuant to Section 4602 and the new indicia of current
registration have not been received from the department.
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(d) This section is enforceable against any motor vehicle that is driven,
moved, or left standing upon a highway, or in an offstreet public parking
facility, in the same manner as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 4000.

Amended Ch. 27, Stats. 1994. Effective March 30, 1994.
Amended Sec. 14, Ch. 945, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 32, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 28, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.

Stickers
5205. The department may make appropriate rules and regulations for

the use and display of stickers or devices issued in lieu of license plates, and
shall publish a summary thereof.

Low-Emission Vehicle Identification for High-Occupancy Vehicle Lane 
Use: Tolls

5205.5. (a) For the purposes of implementing Section 21655.9,
beginning July 1, 2000, and through December 31, 2003, the department, in
consultation with the Department of the California Highway Patrol, shall
make available for issuance, for a fee determined by the department to be
sufficient to reimburse the department for actual costs incurred pursuant to
this section, distinctive decals, labels, or other identifiers for vehicles that
meet California’s ultra-low emission vehicle (ULEV) standard for exhaust
emissions and the federal ILEV evaporative emission standard, as defined in
Part 88 (commencing with Section 88.101-94) of Title 40 of the Code of
Federal Regulations, in a manner that clearly distinguishes them from other
vehicles.

(b) For the purposes of implementing Section 21655.9, beginning January
1, 2004, and through December 31, 2007, the department shall make
available for issuance, for a fee determined by the department to be sufficient
to reimburse the department for actual costs incurred pursuant to this
section, distinctive decals, labels, and other identifiers for vehicles that meet
California’s super ultra-low emission vehicle (SULEV) standard for exhaust
emissions and the federal inherently low-emission vehicle (ILEV)
evaporative emission standard, as defined in Part 88 (commencing with
Section 88.101-94) of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, in a manner
that clearly distinguishes them from other vehicles.

(c) The department shall include a summary of the provisions of this
section on each motor vehicle registration renewal notice, or on a separate
insert, if space is available and the summary can be included without
incurring additional printing or postage costs.

(d) The Governor may remove individual high-occupancy vehicle (HOV)
lanes, or portions of those lanes, during periods of peak congestion from the
ILEV access provisions provided in subdivisions (a) and (b), following a
finding by the Department of Transportation as follows:

(1) The lane, or portion thereof, exceeds a level of service C, as discussed
in subdivision (b) of Section 65089 of the Government Code.

(2) The operation or projected operation of the vehicles described in
subdivisions (a) and (b) in these lanes, or portions thereof, will significantly
increase congestion.

The finding also shall demonstrate the infeasibility of alleviating the
congestion by other means, including, but not limited to, reducing the use of
the lane by noneligible vehicles, further increasing vehicle occupancy, or
adding additional capacity.

(e) For purposes of subdivisions (a) and (b), the Department of the
California Highway Patrol shall design and specify the placement of the
decal, label, or other identifier on the vehicle. Each decal, label, or other
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identifier issued for a vehicle shall display a unique number, which number
shall be printed on, or affixed to, the vehicle registration.

(f) If the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, serving as the Bay
Area Toll Authority, grants toll-free and reduced-rate passage on toll bridges
under its jurisdiction to any vehicle pursuant to Section 30101.8 of the
Streets and Highways Code, it shall also grant the same toll-free and
reduced-rate passage to vehicles displaying a valid ULEV or SULEV
identifier issued by the department pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b). 

(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2008, and as
of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before
January 1, 2008, deletes or extends that date.

Added and repealed Sec. 2, Ch. 330, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000. Repeal operative
January 1, 2008.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 686, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2008,
and as of that date is repealed.

Quarterly Certificates or Insignia
5206. Vehicles for which weight fees are paid on a partial year basis

shall display a certificate or insignia issued by the department, which shall
state the end of the period for which the vehicle is licensed.

Amended Ch. 636, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Article 9.5. Registration of Fleet Vehicles

Fleet Registration
5301. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code and Part 5

(commencing with Section 10701) of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code, the registered owner or lessee of a fleet of vehicles consisting of
commercial motor vehicles base plated in the state under Article4
(commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4, or passenger automobiles
may, upon payment of appropriate fees, apply to the department for license
plates, permanent decals, and registration cards.

(b) Fleets shall consist of at least 50 motor vehicles to qualify for this
program. However, the department may provide for permanent fleet
registration through an association providing a combination of fleets of
motor vehicles of 250 or more vehicles with no individual fleet of fewer than
25 motor vehicles. An association submitting an application of participation
in the program shall provide within the overall application a listing
identifying the registered owner of each fleet and the motor vehicles within
each fleet. Identification of the motor vehicles as provided in this Article
applies to the ownership of the motor vehicles and not the association
submitting the application.

(c) With the concurrence of both the department and the participant, the
changes made in this section by the enactment of the Commercial Vehicle
Registration Act of 2001 shall not affect those participants who were lawfully
participating in the permanent fleet registration program on December 31,
2001. Any fleet that qualifies for permanent fleet registration as of December
31, 2001, will continue to count trailers to qualify as a fleet until January 1,
2007. However, five years following the implementation of the permanent
trailer identification program, all participants in the permanent fleet
registration program shall meet the requirements of this section in order to
continue enrollment in the program described in this section.

Amended Ch. 187, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 172, Ch. 91, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 33, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.
Amended Sec. 17, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.



Div. 3 —223— §5306
Fleet Eligibility
5302. (a)  Motor vehicles registered in any state other than California

shall not be permitted to participate in this program.
(b) Section 4604 does not apply to vehicles registered under this article.
(c) The department may conduct an audit of the records of each fleet

owner or lessee of the vehicle fleets electing to participate in the program.
The department shall be fully reimbursed by the fleet owner or lessee for the
costs of conducting the audits.

(d) Vehicles registered under this Articleshall display in a conspicuous
place on both the right and the left side of each motor vehicle  the name,
trademark, or logo of the company. The display of the name, trademark, or
logo shall be in letters in sharp contrast to the background and shall be of a
size, shape, and color that is readily legible during daylight hours from a
distance of 50 feet.

(e) A motor vehicle under 6,000 pounds unladen weight that is owned or
leased by a public utility may be registered under this Articleby displaying
the permanent fleet registration number on both the right and left side or on
the front and rear of the motor vehicle. The display shall be in sharp contrast
to the background and shall be of a size, shape, and color that is readily
legible during daylight hours from a distance of 50 feet.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 108, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 34, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.

Application for Permanent Fleet Registration
5303. (a) The applicant for initial issuance of permanent registration or

renewal of registration shall file an application in such form as the
department shall require.

(b) Upon initial application, the department shall issue a distinguishing
license plate or decal which indicates that the vehicle has been registered
under this article.

(c) Display of the distinguishing license plate or decal and registration
card shall constitute prima facie evidence that the vehicle is currently
registered.

Added Ch. 695, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Permanent Fleet Renewal Fees
5304. Renewal fees shall be paid pursuant to a schedule established by

the department. Submission of renewal fees by an association pursuant to
subdivision (b) of Section 5301 shall be specific as to each fleet and vehicle
thereof covered by the renewal application.

Amended Ch. 986, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Permanent Fleet Registration: Service Fee
5305. In addition to any other fees due for motor vehicles registered

pursuant to this article, the department may charge and collect a service fee
of one dollar ($1) for each fleet motor vehicle at the time the initial
application is submitted to the department and at the time of registration
renewal of each fleet vehicle.

Amended Sec. 35, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Validity of License Plate or Decal and Registration Card
5306. Upon payment of appropriate fees, the license plate or decal and

registration card issued pursuant to this Articlefor the vehicle shall remain
valid until the provisions of Section 5307 have been met.

Added Ch. 695, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.
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Termination of Permanent Fleet Registration
5307. (a) A fleet vehicle registered under this Articlemay be deleted

from the identified fleet when the fleet operator notifies the department of
the proposed deletion on a form approved by the department and the
distinguishing license plate or decal and registration card issued for the
vehicle are surrendered to the department.

(b) Failure to comply with subdivision (a) will require that the payment
of fees due for the registration of the vehicle shall be the responsibility of the
fleet owner as though the vehicle remained part of the fleet.

(c) The fees determined to be due and owing under this Articleshall be a
lien upon all vehicles of the applicant of a type subject to registration under
this code, and the provisions of Article6 (commencing with Section 9800) of
Chapter 6 shall apply.

Added Ch. 695, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Procedure for Permanent Fleet Registration
5308. The director shall adopt procedures for initial application,

payment of fees, fleet additions or deletions, and for the cancellation of the
distinguishing plates or decals and registration card issued to a vehicle of a
fleet owner or lessee who does not comply with this article.

Added Ch. 695, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Annual Renewal of Fleet Registration
5309. The registration of any identified fleet vehicle is required

annually.
Added Ch. 695, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Article 10. Registration of Trailer Coaches

Provisions Applicable
5350. The provisions of this division shall apply to trailer coaches except

as otherwise provided in this article.
Amended Ch. 975, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Provisions Not Applicable
5351. Sections 4452, 4604, 5904, 6052, and 9254, and subdivision (a) of

Section 9552 do not apply to the registration or renewal of registration of any
trailer coach.

Registration
5352. Subject to the exemptions stated in Section 5353, registration of

any trailer coach in this state is required annually.
Amended Ch. 975, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Exemption From Registration
5353. The registration provisions of this Articleshall not apply to any of

the following:
(a) Any trailer coach which is driven or moved upon a highway in any of

the following circumstances:
(1) In conformance with the provisions of this code relating to dealers,

manufacturers, transporters, or nonresidents.
(2) Under a temporary permit issued by the department as authorized by

Section 4156.
(3) Under a one-trip permit issued by the department as authorized by

Section 4003 when such permit is issued to a nonresident.
(b) Any unoccupied trailer coach which is part of an inventory of trailer

coaches held for sale by a manufacturer or dealer in the course of his
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business.
Amended Ch. 975, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Nonresident Owner Exemption
5354. The registration of a foreign trailer coach owned by a nonresident

shall be subject to and governed by Section 6700.
Amended Ch. 1021, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Article 12. Surrender of Registration Documents and License Plates

Delivery of Evidence of Registration Before Disassembly: Penalties
5500. (a) Any person, other than a licensed dismantler, desiring to

disassemble a vehicle of a type required to be registered under this code,
either partially or totally, with the intent to use as parts only, to reduce to
scrap, or to construct another vehicle shall deliver to the department the
certificate of ownership, the registration card, and the license plates last
issued to the vehicle before dismantling may begin.

(b) Any person who is convicted of violating subdivision (a) shall be
punished upon a first conviction by imprisonment in the county jail for not
less than five days or more than six months, or by a fine of not less than fifty
dollars ($50) or more than five hundred dollars ($500), or by both that fine
and imprisonment; and, upon a second or any subsequent conviction, by
imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days or more than one
year, or by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or more
than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment.

Amended Ch. 1022, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Exceptions
5501. The provisions of Sections 4457, 4458, and 4459 shall not apply

when a vehicle is reported for dismantling. However, any person desiring to
dismantle a vehicle shall, in accordance with Section 5500 or 11520,
surrender to the department the certificate of ownership, registration card,
and license plate or plates last issued for the vehicle. In the event the person
so reporting is unable to furnish the certificate of ownership, registration
card, and license plate or plates last issued to the vehicle, or any of them, the
department may receive the report and application, examine into the
circumstances of the case, and may require the filing of suitable affidavits, or
other information or documents. No duplicate certificate of ownership,
registration card, license plate or plates will be issued when a vehicle is
reported for dismantling. No fees shall be required for acceptance of any
affidavit provided pursuant to this section or on account of any stolen, lost or
damaged certificate, card, plate or plates or duplicates thereof, unless the
vehicle is subsequently registered in accordance with Section 11519.

Added Ch. 1286, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Inspection of Total Loss Salvage or Dismantled Vehicles
5505. (a) This section applies to any vehicle reported to be a total loss

salvage vehicle pursuant to Section 11515 and to any vehicle reported ( ) 1

for dismantling pursuant to Section 5500 or 11520.
(b) Whenever an application is made to the Department of Motor Vehicles

to register a vehicle described in subdivision (a), that department shall
inspect the vehicle to determine its proper identity or request that the
inspection be performed by the Department of the California Highway
Patrol. An inspection by the Department of Motor Vehicles shall not
preclude that department from referring the vehicle to the
Department of the California Highway Patrol for an additional
inspection if deemed necessary.
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(c) The Department of the California Highway Patrol shall inspect, on a
random basis, those vehicles described in subdivision (a) that have been
presented to the Department of Motor Vehicles for registration after
completion of the reconstruction process to determine the proper identity of
those vehicles. The vehicle being presented for inspection shall be a
complete vehicle, in legal operating condition. If the vehicle was
originally manufactured with a “supplemental restraint system” as
defined in Section 593, the reconstructed vehicle shall also be
equipped with a supplemental restraint system in good working
order that meets applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards
and conforms to the manufacturer’s specifications for that vehicle.
The inspection conducted pursuant to this subdivision shall be a
comprehensive, vehicle identification number inspection.

(d) ( ) 2 A salvage vehicle rebuilder, as defined in Section 543.5, or
other individual in possession of a vehicle described in subdivision (a), who
is submitting the vehicle for registration as described in subdivision (b), shall
have available, and shall present upon demand of the Department of the
California Highway Patrol, bills of sale, invoices, or other acceptable proof of
ownership of component parts, and invoices for minor component parts.
Additionally, bills of sale and invoices shall include the year, make, model,
and the vehicle identification number of the vehicle from which the parts
were removed or sold, the name and signature of the person from whom the
parts were acquired, and his or her address, and telephone number. To assist
in the identification of the seller of new or used parts, the number of the
seller’s driver’s license, identification card, social security card, or Federal
Employer Identification Number shall be provided by the seller to the buyer
on the bills of sale and invoice. The seller of a salvage vehicle, or the agent of
the seller, shall inform the purchaser of the vehicle that ownership
documentation for certain replacement parts used in the repair of the vehicle
will be required in the inspection required under this section.

(e) As used in this section, the term “component parts for passenger motor
vehicles” includes supplemental restraint systems, the cowl or firewall,
front-end assembly, rear clip, including the roof panel, the roof panel when
installed separately, and the frame or any portion thereof, or in the case of a
unitized body, the supporting structure that serves as the frame, each door,
the hood, each fender or quarter panel, deck lid or hatchback, each bumper,
both T-tops, replacement transmissions or transaxles, and a replacement
motor.

(1) As used in this subdivision, “front-end assembly” includes all of the
following: hood, fenders, bumper, and radiator supporting members for these
items. For vehicles with a unitized body, the front-end assembly also
includes the frame support members.

(2) As used in this subdivision, “rear clip” includes the roof, quarter
panels, trunk lid, floor pan, and the support members for each item.

(f) As used in this section, “major component parts for trucks, truck-type
or bus-type vehicles” includes the cab, the frame or any portion thereof, and,
in the case of a unitized body, the supporting structure which serves as a
frame, the cargo compartment floor panel or passenger compartment floor
pan, roof panel, and replacement transmissions or transaxles, and
replacement motors, each door, hood, each fender or quarter panel, each
bumper, and the tailgate. All component parts identified in subdivision (e),
common to a truck, truck-type or bus-type vehicle, not listed in this section,
shall be considered as included in this section if the part is replaced.

(1) “Major component parts for motorcycles” includes the engine or motor,
transmission or transaxle, frame, front fork, and crankcase.
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(2) “Minor component parts for motorcycles” includes the fairing and any
other body molding.

(g) If the vehicle identification number, year, make, or model required
under subdivision (d) cannot be determined, the Department of the
California Highway Patrol may accept, in lieu of that information, a
certification on a form provided by that department, signed by the person
submitting the vehicle for inspection, that the part was not obtained by
means of theft or fraud.( ) 3 

Amended Ch. 1008, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995. Operative July 1, 1995.
Amended and repealed Sec. 1, Ch. 684, Stats. 1995. Effective October 10, 1995. Repeal opera-

tive January 1, 1997.
Added Sec. 2, Ch. 684, Stats. 1995. Effective October 10, 1995. Operative January 1, 1997.
Amended and repealed Sec. 1, Ch. 450, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997. Repeal operative

January 1, 2003.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 670, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “to have been dismantled”
2. “An ”
3. “(h) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2003, and as of that date is re-

pealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted on or before January 1, 2003, deletes or ex-
tends that date.”

Salvage Vehicle Rebuilder: Required Documentation
5506. No salvage vehicle rebuilder may resell or transfer

ownership of any vehicle that is subject to inspection as provided in
Section 5505, unless either a certificate of inspection issued by the
Department of the California Highway Patrol, or vehicle verification
form completed by an authorized employee of the Department of
Motor Vehicles is provided to the buyer upon sale or transfer.
Responsibility for compliance with this section shall rest with the
salvage vehicle rebuilder selling or transferring the vehicle. This
section shall not apply to a salvage vehicle rebuilder who has applied
for and received a title in accordance with Section 5505.

Added Sec. 8, Ch. 670, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

CHAPTER 2. TRANSFERS OF TITLE OR INTEREST

Article 1. Procedure to Transfer

Transfer Requirements
5600. (a) No transfer of the title or any interest in or to a vehicle

registered under this code shall pass, and any attempted transfer shall not
be effective, until the parties thereto have fulfilled either of the following
requirements:  

(1) The transferor has made proper endorsement and delivery of the
certificate of ownership to the transferee as provided in this code and the
transferee has delivered to the department or has placed the certificate in the
United States mail addressed to the department when and as required under
this code with the proper transfer fee, together with the amount required to
be paid under Part 1 (commencing with Section 6001), Division 2 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code with respect to the use by the transferee of the
vehicle, and thereby makes application for a transfer of registration except
as otherwise provided in Sections 5905, 5906, 5907, and 5908.  

(2) The transferor has delivered to the department or has placed in the
United States mail addressed to the department the appropriate documents
for the registration or transfer of registration of the vehicle pursuant to the
sale or transfer except as provided in Section 5602.

(b) Whenever a person transfers ownership of a vehicle and is required to
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disclose the mileage of the vehicle, the department may prescribe a secured
form to be used for purposes of the odometer mileage disclosure
requirements pursuant to subsection (a) of Section 32705 of Title 49 of the
United States Code.

Amended Sec. 10, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Coowners as Transferee
5600.5. Ownership of title to a vehicle subject to registration may be

transferred to two (or more) coowners as transferee to be held as provided in
Section 682 of the Civil Code, except that:

(a) A vehicle may be registered in the names of two (or more) persons as
coowners in the alternative by the use of the word “or.” A vehicle so
registered in the alternative shall be deemed to be held in joint tenancy. Each
coowner shall be deemed to have granted to the other coowners the absolute
right to dispose of the title and interest in the vehicle. Upon the death of a
coowner the interest of the decedent shall pass to the survivor as though title
or interest in the vehicle was held in joint tenancy unless a contrary
intention is set forth in writing upon the request for transfer of registration.

(b) A vehicle may be registered in the names of two (or more) persons as
coowners in the alternative by the use of the word “or” and if declared in
writing upon the application for a transfer of registration by the applicants
to be community property, or tenancy in common, shall grant to each
coowner the absolute power to transfer the title or interest of the other
coowners only during the lifetime of such coowners.

(c) A vehicle may be registered in the names of two (or more) persons as
coowners in the conjunctive by the use of the word “and” and shall thereafter
require the signature of each coowner or his personal representative to
transfer title to the vehicle, except where title to the vehicle is set forth in
joint tenancy, the signature of each coowner or his personal representative
shall be required only during the lifetime of the coowners, and upon death of
a coowner title shall pass to the surviving coowner.

(d) The department may adopt suitable abbreviations to appear upon the
certificate of registration and certificate of ownership to designate the
manner in which the interest in or title to the vehicle is held if set forth by
the coowners upon the application for transfer of registration.

Added Ch. 891, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Involuntary Transfer
5601. Section 5600 does not apply to involuntary tranfers, as upon the

taking of possession by a secured party under a security agreement, or to
transfers involving the creation of security interests subject to Chapter 3,
commencing at Section 6300.

Amended Ch. 819, Stats. 1963. Effective January 1, 1965.

Requirements for Releasing Liability
5602. An owner who has made a bona fide sale or transfer of a vehicle

and has delivered possession of the vehicle to a purchaser is not, by reason of
any of the provisions of this code, the owner of the vehicle so as to be subject
to civil liability or criminal liability for the parking, abandoning, or operation
of the vehicle thereafter by another when the selling or transferring owner,
in addition to that delivery and that bona fide sale or transfer, has fulfilled
either of the following requirements:

(a) He or she has made proper endorsement and delivery of the certificate
of ownership as provided in this code.

(b) He or she has delivered to the department or has placed in the United
States mail, addressed to the department, either of the following documents: 
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(1) The notice as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 4456 or Section
5900 or 5901.

(2) The appropriate documents and fees for registration of the vehicle to
the new owner pursuant to the sale or transfer.

Amended Ch.180, Stats. 1994. Effective July 11, 1994.

Transfer by Legal Owner
5603. A legal owner may assign his title or interest in or to a vehicle

registered under this code to a person other than the owner without the
consent of and without affecting the interest of the owner.

Notification of Insurance Coverage
5604. Every dealer who, upon transferring by sale, lease, or otherwise,

any new or used vehicle of a type subject to registration, requires the
transferee to insure the vehicle, and every lending agency which, as the
holder of any security interest in the vehicle, requires its obligor to insure the
vehicle, shall, if the required insurance policy is obtained by the dealer or
lending agency and the policy does not insure the transferee or obligor
against damages resulting from ownership or operation of the vehicle arising
by reason of personal injury or death of any person, or from injury to
property, notify the transferee or obligor of that fact in writing on a document
other than the insurance policy. The document shall be in duplicate and
signed by the transferee or obligor.

If the required insurance policy is obtained by the dealer or lending
agency because of the failure or refusal of the transferee or obligor to furnish
or renew insurance in accordance with the terms of the contract of sale or the
security agreement, and the policy does not insure the transferee or obligor
against damages resulting from ownership or operation of the vehicle arising
by reason of personal injury or death of any person, or from injury to
property, the dealer or lending agency shall notify the transferee or obligor
that the policy obtained does not insure the transferee or obligor for liability
from any claims. The notice shall be made in writing on a document other
than the insurance policy, or the declaration page attached to the policy, and
shall be mailed, with postage paid and properly addressed, to the transferee
or obligor within 30 days of obtaining the policy.

Amended Ch. 1407, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Notification of Insurance Coverage: Insurance Warning
5604.5. (a) Every dealer who, upon transferring by sale, lease, or

otherwise, any new or used vehicle of a type subject to registration, requires
the transferee to insure the motor vehicle shall, if the required insurance
policy is sold by that dealer at the time of the transfer and the policy does not
insure the transferee against damages resulting from ownership or operation
of the vehicle arising by reason of personal injury or death of any person, or
from damage to property, notify the transferee of that fact in writing on a
document other than the insurance policy. The document shall be signed by
the transferee and an exact copy shall be furnished to the transferee by the
dealer at the time of signature.

(b) The document required under subdivision (a) shall contain a notice in
English and Spanish in at least 10-point type that reads as follows:

“INSURANCE WARNING
The motor vehicle physical damage insurance policy you are buying does

not allow you to legally drive on the streets of California. Generally, in order
to legally drive on the streets of California, you must either purchase a type
of insurance called “liability insurance” or deposit a bond with the
Department of Motor Vehicles. If you drive this or any other motor vehicle
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without liability insurance or a bond, a police officer may request evidence of
liability insurance or a bond at the time of a traffic stop. If you do not have
evidence of liability insurance or a bond during a traffic stop, the fines can be
from several hundreds of dollars to an amount that exceeds $1,000. If you get
into an accident and do not have liability insurance or a bond, you will lose
your driver’s license for one year. If you cause the accident and do not have
liability insurance or a bond, you may have to pay the injured person yourself
and these costs may be substantial.

Liability insurance as well as the insurance needed to obtain a loan for
your motor vehicle may be purchased through a licensed insurance agent or
broker. The price for both types of insurance may be more or less than the
price for the insurance you are being offered by the dealer. The State of
California advises you to shop for insurance because prices may vary
substantially.

I have read this notice and understand that I am about to buy a type of
insurance that is available elsewhere and that does not allow me to drive the
motor vehicle legally on the streets of California.

I also understand that if I drive on the streets of California without
liability insurance or a bond, then I may be subject to severe financial
penalties, including fines and personal payment for any damage to others
that I may cause while driving. 

(Spanish translation of the above text to be developed by the Department
of Motor Vehicles and to be inserted below the above English version text)

Dated: __________ Signed: _________________” 
(c) The department shall also make available a translation of the

Insurance Warning notice set forth in subdivision (b) in any of the languages
used in the most recent statewide voter pamphlet.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 455, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Article 2. Endorsement and Delivery of Documents

Transfer by Legal Owner
5750. Upon transfer of the title or any interest of the legal owner or

owners in a vehicle registered under this code, the transferor shall write his
signature, and the transferee shall write his signature and address, in the
appropriate spaces provided on the certificate of ownership issued for the
vehicle.

Amended Ch. 723, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Transfer by Registered Owner
5751. Upon transfer of the title or interest of the registered owner only

in a vehicle registered under this code, the registered owner shall write his
signature and address and the transferee shall write his signature and
address in the appropriate spaces provided on the certificate of ownership for
the vehicle, and the legal owner shall write his signature in the space
provided for the new legal owner indicating that he is to retain his legal title
and interest.

Amended Ch. 723, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Certificate of Compliance: Statement
5751.5. (a) Upon transfer of the title or interest of the registered owner

of a motor vehicle that is subject to Part 5 (commencing with Section 43000)
of Division 26 of the Health and Safety Code, if no certificate of compliance
or certificate of noncompliance is submitted to the department pursuant to
the exemptions described in paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section
4000.1, the transferor of that vehicle shall sign and deliver to the transferee,
upon completion of the transaction, the original copy of a statement, under
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penalty of perjury, that he or she has not modified the emissions system of
the vehicle and does not have any personal knowledge of anyone else
modifying the system in a manner that causes the emission system to fail to
qualify for the issuance of a certificate of compliance pursuant to Section
44015 of the Health and Safety Code. The transferor shall keep a duplicate
copy of the statement delivered to the transferee pursuant to this section.
The department shall prescribe and make available to transferors the
necessary forms to comply with this subdivision.

(b) Any form prescribed by the department pursuant to subdivision (a)
shall contain the following statement and a space for the signatures of the
transferor and transferee at the end of the statement:

(c) Any sale of a motor vehicle with regard to which the transferor is
found to have committed perjury, as described in subdivision (a), may be
rescinded by the transferee within 60 days of the date that the transferee
obtained knowledge of the perjury. The transferee shall be entitled to recover
all consideration paid to the transferor and any interest from the date of sale.
In addition, the court may, upon motion, award reasonable attorney’s fees to
the prevailing plaintiff.

Added Ch. 958, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 127, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following “60”

Endorsement When Certificate Unavailable
5752. (a) When the required certificate of ownership is lost, stolen,

damaged, or mutilated, the application for transfer may be made upon a form
provided by the department for a duplicate certificate of ownership. The
transferor shall write his or her signature and address in the appropriate
spaces provided upon the application and file the same together with the
proper fees for duplicate certificate of ownership and transfer. The

“WARNING TO THE BUYER

“A certificate of compliance was submitted to the Department of Motor
Vehicles in conjunction with an application for the renewal of
registration of this vehicle within the past ( ) 90 days. However, at
present, you may be purchasing a vehicle that may not be in compliance
with specified emission standards. 

“By signing this statement, you acknowledge that the seller is not
required to provide you with an additional certificate of compliance prior
to the completion of this transaction. .

“You may have this vehicle tested at a licensed smog check station prior
to completion of this transaction to verify compliance. If the vehicle passes
the test, you shall be responsible for the costs of the test. If the vehicle fails
the test, the seller is obligated to reimburse you the cost of having the
vehicle tested and, without expense to you, must have the vehicle repaired
to comply with specified emission standards prior to completion of this
transaction.

(Transferor) (Date)

(Transferee) (Date)”
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application shall also include, if applicable, the notorized signature of the
lienholder.

(b) An insurance company or its agent is exempt from the notarized
signature requirement of subdivision (a) and may apply, upon a form
provided by the department, for a duplicate certificate of ownership and
transfer of ownership to the insurance company, if all of the following occur:

(1) The insurance company or its agent obtains from the lienholder a
document to verify satisfaction of the lien.

(2) The insurance company has paid a total loss claim for the vehicle.
(3) A lienholder is indicated on the department’s records.
(4) The certificate of ownership is lost, stolen, damaged, or mutilated.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 451, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Delivery of Certificate and Card
5753. It is unlawful for any person to fail or neglect properly to endorse,

date, and deliver the certificate of ownership and, when having possession,
to deliver the registration card to a transferee who is lawfully entitled to a
transfer of registration. Except when the certificate of ownership is
demanded in writing by a purchaser, a vehicle dealer licensed under this
code shall satisfy the delivery requirement of this section by submitting
appropriate documents and fees to the department for transfer of
registration in accordance with Sections 5906 and 4456 of this code and rules
and regulations promulgated thereunder.

Amended Ch. 147, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Article 3. Notice and Application

Notice of Sale or Transfer and Mileage
5900. (a) Whenever the owner of a vehicle registered under this code

sells or transfers his or her title or interest in, and delivers the possession of,
the vehicle to another, the owner shall, within five calendar days, notify the
department of the sale or transfer giving the date thereof, the name and
address of the owner and of the transferee, and the description of the vehicle
that is required in the appropriate form provided for that purpose by the
department.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (c), pursuant to
subsection (a) of Section 32705 of Title 49 of the United States Code, the
owner shall also notify the department of the actual mileage of the vehicle as
indicated by the vehicle’s odometer at the time of sale or transfer. However,
if the vehicle owner has knowledge that the mileage displayed on the
odometer is incorrect, the owner shall indicate on the appropriate form the
true mileage, if known, of the vehicle at the time of sale or transfer.

Providing false or inaccurate mileage is not a violation of this subdivision
unless it is done with the intent to defraud.

(c) If the registered owner is not in possession of the vehicle that is sold
or transferred, the person in physical possession of that vehicle shall give the
notice required by subdivisions (a) and (b). If the registered owner sells or
transfers the vehicle through a dealer conducting a wholesale motor vehicle
auction, the owner shall furnish the information required by subdivisions (a)
and (b) to that dealer. 

Amended Ch. 852, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 11, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Notice by Dealer or Lessor-Retailer of Transfer and Mileage: 
Form Requirements 

5901. (a) Every dealer or lessor-retailer, upon transferring by sale,
lease, or otherwise any vehicle, whether new or used, of a type subject to
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registration under this code, shall, not later than the end of the fifth calendar
day thereafter not counting the day of sale, give written notice of the transfer
to the department at its headquarters upon an appropriate form provided by
it.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision or in subdivision (c),
the dealer or lessor-retailer shall enter on the form and pursuant to Section
32705(a) of Title 49 of the United States Code, on the ownership certificate,
the actual mileage of the vehicle as indicated by the vehicle’s odometer at the
time of the transfer. However, if the vehicle dealer or lessor-retailer has
knowledge that the mileage displayed on the odometer is incorrect, the
licensee shall indicate on the form on which the mileage is entered that the
mileage registered by the odometer is incorrect. A vehicle dealer or lessor-
retailer need not give the notice when selling or transferring a new
unregistered vehicle to a dealer or lessor retailer.

(c) When the dealer or lessor-retailer is not in possession of the vehicle
that is sold or transferred, the person in physical possession of the vehicle
shall give the information required by subdivision (b).

(d) A sale is deemed completed and consummated when the purchaser of
the vehicle has paid the purchase price, or, in lieu thereof, has signed a
purchase contract or security agreement, and has taken physical possession
or delivery of the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 852, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 180, Stats. 1994. Effective July 11, 1994.
Amended Sec. 13, Ch. 828, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Application for Transfer
5902.  Whenever any person has received as transferee a properly

endorsed certificate of ownership, that person shall, within 10 days
thereafter, forward the certificate with the proper transfer fee to the
department and thereby make application for a transfer of registration. The
certificate of ownership shall contain a space for the applicant’s driver’s
license or identification card number, and the applicant shall furnish that
number, if any, in the space provided. 

Amended Ch. 1221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 36, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.
Amended Sec. 18, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Renewal Fees Payable at Time of Registration
5902.5. Whenever any application for a registration transaction is filed

with the department during the 30 days immediately preceding the date of
expiration of registration of the vehicle, the application shall be accompanied
by the full renewal fees for the ensuing registration year in addition to any
other fees that are due and payable. 

Added Ch. 1292, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Abandoned Trailer Coach or Recreational Vehicle Transfer Process
5903. When the department receives a copy of the judgment of

abandonment and evidence of sale as specified in Section 798.61 of the Civil
Code, the department shall transfer the registration of the trailer coach or
recreational vehicle which has been deemed abandoned pursuant to that
section, or reregister the trailer coach or vehicle under a new registration
number, and issue a new certificate of ownership and registration card to the
person or persons presenting the copy of the judgment of abandonment and
evidence of sale to the department.

Added Ch. 564, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.

Application for Vehicles Not Registered
5904. Whenever the ownership of any vehicle for which a certificate of



§5905 —234— Div. 3
ownership has been issued without registration under Section 4452 is
transferred, an application for transfer shall be made as provided in this
chapter.

Amended Ch. 58, Stats. 1961.

Continuation of Security Interests
5905. When a security interest upon a registered vehicle is satisfied,

canceled, or released by the parties thereto duly registered as owner and
legal owner respectively and thereafter within a period of 10 days a new
security agreement covering the vehicle is executed between the same
parties, no application for transfer of registration by reason thereof shall be
made and no new certificate of ownership or registration card shall be issued,
and all provisions of this code relating to transfers of any title or interest in
a vehicle and the registration of the transfers shall be deemed to have been
fully complied with, and the new security agreement shall be deemed
perfected at the time the new security agreement is executed.

Amended Ch. 819, Stats. 1963. Effective January 1, 1965.

Operation Without Transfer
5906. When the transferee of a vehicle is a dealer who holds the same for

resale and operates or moves the same upon the highways under special
plates, the dealer is not required to make application for transfer, but upon
transferring his title or interest to another person he shall comply with this
division.

Transfer of Vehicle: Recordation of Mileage of Vehicle
5906.5. (a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b), in the case

of any transfer, including, but not limited to, a transfer resulting from a sale,
lease, gift, or auction, of a vehicle under 6,001 pounds, manufacturer’s
maximum gross weight rating, where no application for transfer is required,
the person making such transfer, or his authorized representative shall sign
and shall record on the document evidencing the transfer of the vehicle the
actual mileage of the vehicle as indicated by the vehicle’s odometer at the
time of the transfer. However, if the person making the transfer, or his
authorized representative, has knowledge that the mileage displayed on the
odometer is incorrect, such person shall record on the document the true
mileage, if known, of the vehicle at the time of transfer.

(b) Whenever the person making such transfer is not in possession of the
vehicle that is transferred, the person in physical possession of such vehicle
shall provide the information required by subdivision (a).

Amended Ch. 797, Stats. 1978. Effective January 1, 1979.

Security Interest in Dealer’s Inventory
5907. A secured party who holds a security interest in a registered

vehicle which constitutes inventory as defined in the Uniform Commercial
Code, who has possession of the certificate of ownership issued for such
vehicle, if the certificate of ownership has been issued, need not make
application for a transfer of registration and the Uniform Commercial Code
shall exclusively control the validity and perfection of such security interest.

Amended Ch. 819, Stats. 1963. Effective January 1, 1965.

Security Interests
5908. The transferee of a security interest in a registered vehicle need

not make application for a transfer of registration when the interest of such
transferee arises from a transfer of a security agreement or a lease
agreement by the legal owner to the transferee to secure payment or
performance of an obligation, and the Uniform Commercial Code shall
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exclusively control the validity and perfection of such a security interest.
Amended Ch. 819, Stats. 1963. Effective January 1, 1965.

Involuntary Transfers
5909. (a) Whenever the title or interest of any owner or legal owner in

or to a vehicle registered under this code passes to another otherwise than by
voluntary transfer the new owner or legal owner may obtain a transfer of
registration upon application therefor and upon presentation of the last
certificate of ownership and registration card issued for the vehicle, if
available, and any instruments or documents of authority or certified copies
thereof as may be required by the department, or required by law, to
evidence or effect a transfer of title or interest in or to chattels in such case.

(b) The department when satisfied of the genuineness and regularity of
the transfer shall give notice by mail to the owner and legal owner of the
vehicle as shown by the records of the department and five days after the
giving of the notice, if still satisfied of the genuineness and regularity of such
transfer, shall transfer the registration of the vehicle accordingly. Such
notice shall not be required for a transfer described in Section 5601.

Amended Ch. 384, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.

Transfer Without Probate
5910. (a) Upon the death of an owner or legal owner of a vehicle

registered under this code, without the decedent leaving other property
necessitating probate, and irrespective of the value of the vehicle, the
following person or persons may secure transfer of registration of the title or
interest of the decedent:

(1) The sole person or all of the persons who succeeded to the property of
the decedent under Sections 6401 and 6402 of the Probate Code unless the
vehicle is, by will, otherwise bequeathed.

(2) The sole beneficiary or all of the beneficiaries who succeeded to the
vehicle under the will of the decedent where the vehicle is, by will, so
bequeathed.

(b) The person authorized by subdivision (a) may secure a transfer of
registration of the title or interest of the decedent upon presenting to the
department all of the following:

(1) The appropriate certificate of ownership and registration card, if
available.

(2) A certificate of the heir or beneficiary under penalty of perjury
containing the following statements:

(A) The date and place of the decedent’s death.
(B) The decedent left no other property necessitating probate and no

probate proceeding is now being or has been conducted in this state for the
decedent’s estate.

(C) The declarant is entitled to the vehicle either (i) as the sole person or
all of the persons who succeeded to the property of the decedent under
Sections 6401 and 6402 of the Probate Code if the decedent left no will or (ii)
as the beneficiary or beneficiaries under the decedent’s last will if the
decedent left a will, and no one has a right to the decedent’s vehicle that is
superior to that of the declarant.

(D) There are no unsecured creditors of the decedent or, if there are, the
unsecured creditors of the decedent have been paid in full or their claims
have been otherwise discharged.

(3) If required by the department, a certificate of the death of the
decedent.

(4) If required by the department, the names and addresses of any other
heirs or beneficiaries.
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(c) If the department is presented with the documents specified in
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (b), no liability shall be incurred by the
department or any officer or employee of the department by reason of the
transfer of registration of the vehicle pursuant to this section. The
department or officer or employee of the department may rely in good faith
on the statements in the certificate specified in paragraph (2) of subdivision
(b) and has no duty to inquire into the truth of any statement in the
certificate. The person who secures the transfer of the vehicle pursuant to
this section is subject to the provisions of Sections 13109 to 13113, inclusive,
of the Probate Code to the same extent as a person to whom transfer of
property is made under Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 13100) of Part
1 of Division 8 of the Probate Code.

(d) The department may prescribe a combined form for use under this
section and Section 9916.

Amended Ch. 783, Stats. 1986. Effective July 1, 1987.

Vehicles Owned in Beneficiary Form
5910.5. (a) On death of the owner of a vehicle owned in beneficiary form,

the vehicle belongs to the surviving beneficiary, if any. If there is no
surviving beneficiary, the vehicle belongs to the estate of the deceased owner
or of the last coowner to die.

(b) A certificate of ownership in beneficiary form may be revoked or the
beneficiary changed at any time before the death of the owner by either of the
following methods:

(1) By sale of the vehicle with proper assignment and delivery of the
certificate of ownership to another person.

(2) By application for a new certificate of ownership without designation
of a beneficiary or with the designation of a different beneficiary.

(c) Except as provided in subdivision (b), designation of a beneficiary in a
certificate of ownership issued in beneficiary form may not be changed or
revoked by will, by any other instrument, by a change of circumstances, or
otherwise.

(d) The beneficiary’s interest in the vehicle at death of the owner is
subject to any contract of sale, assignment, or security interest to which the
owner was subject during his or her lifetime.

(e) The surviving beneficiary may secure a transfer of ownership for the
vehicle upon presenting to the department all of the following:

(1) The appropriate certificate of ownership.
(2) A certificate under penalty of perjury stating the date and place of the

owner’s death and that the declarant is entitled to the vehicle as the
designated beneficiary.

(3) If required by the department, a certificate of the death of the owner.
(f) After the death of the owner, the surviving beneficiary may transfer

his or her interest in the vehicle to another person without securing transfer
of ownership into his or her own name by appropriately signing the
certificate of ownership for the vehicle and delivering the document to the
transferee for forwarding to the department with appropriate fees. The
transferee may secure a transfer of ownership upon presenting to the
department (1) the certificate of ownership signed by the beneficiary, (2) the
certificate described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (e) executed by the
beneficiary under penalty of perjury; and (3) if required by the department,
a certificate of death of the owner.

(g) A transfer at death pursuant to this section is effective by reason of
this section, and shall not be deemed to be a testamentary disposition of
property. The right of the designated beneficiary to the vehicle shall not be
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denied, abridged, or affected on the grounds that the right has not been
created by a writing executed in accordance with the laws of this state
prescribing the requirements to effect a valid testamentary disposition of
property.

(h) A transfer at death pursuant to this section is subject to Section 9653
of the Probate Code. 

(i) If there is no surviving beneficiary, the person or persons described in
Section 5910 may secure transfer of the vehicle as provided in that section.

(j) The department may prescribe forms for use pursuant to this section.
Added Ch. 1055, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1993.

Liability Discharge upon Transfer
5910.7. (a) If the department makes a transfer pursuant to Section

5910.5, the department is discharged from all liability, whether or not the
transfer is consistent with the beneficial ownership of the vehicle
transferred.

(b) The protection provided by subdivision (a) does not extend to a
transfer made after the department has been served with a court order
restraining the transfer. No other notice or information shown to have been
available to the department shall affect its right to the protection afforded by
subdivision (a).

(c) The protection provided by this section has no bearing on the rights of
parties in disputes between themselves or their successors concerning the
beneficial ownership of the vehicle.

(d) The protection provided by this section is in addition to, and not
exclusive of, any other protection provided to the department by any other
provision of law.

Added Ch. 1055, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1993.

Transfer When Certificate Unavailable
5911. Whenever application is made to the department for a transfer of

registration of a vehicle to a new owner or legal owner and the applicant is
unable to present the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle by reason
of the same being lost or otherwise not available, the department may receive
the application and examine into the circumstances of the case and may
require the filing of certifications or other information, and when the
department is satisfied that the applicant is entitled to a transfer of
registration the department may transfer the registration of the vehicle, or
reregister the vehicle under a new registration number, and issue a new
certificate of ownership and registration card to the person or persons found
to be entitled thereto. The department, however, shall not issue a new
certificate of ownership and registration card to the applicant if the
department has received notice by registered or certified mail in which it is
indicated that the existing ownership certificate is being held for
nonpayment of the vehicle. The notice may be forwarded by the registered
owner, recorded lienholder, or by a person exempted from recording
ownership by Section 5906.

Amended Ch. 1268, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Card Held by Department
5912. Whenever application is made to the department for a transfer of

registration of a vehicle to a new owner or legal owner and the applicant is
unable to present the registration card issued for the vehicle by reason of the
same being in the possession of the department upon an application for
renewal of registration, the department may transfer the registration of such
vehicle upon production of the properly endorsed certificate of ownership to
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the vehicle and a temporary receipt upon a form prescribed by the
department and containing such information as the department shall deem
necessary, including, but not limited to, the license number assigned to the
vehicle for the ensuing registration year, the amount of the fees payable upon
renewal of registration, and the vehicle identification number of the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 889, Stats. 1973. Effective September 28, 1973.

Article 4. Transfer by Department

Transfer of Registration
6050. (a) The department upon receipt of a properly endorsed certificate

of ownership and the required fee shall reregister the vehicle under its
registration number in the name of the new owner and new legal owner, if
any, and shall issue a new registration card and certificate of ownership as
provided upon an original registration.

(b) The department shall not issue a new registration card and certificate
of ownership pursuant to subdivision (a) on a vehicle that has been issued a
nonrepairable vehicle certificate pursuant to Section 11515.2. 

Amended Ch. 1008, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995. Operative July 1, 1995.

Transfer Under Regular Application
6051. If the application for a transfer is made in the manner provided in

this code the department shall not be required to withhold the transfer of any
right, title, or interest in or to a vehicle if the application on its face appears
to be genuine and regular and the department has received neither a request
from any law enforcement agency that action on the application be deferred
nor an order of a court of the United States or of the State of California
restraining the transfer within two years prior thereto.

Transfer of Vehicle Not Registered
6052. When application is made for transfer of the ownership of a vehicle

for which a certificate of ownership has been issued without registration,
upon payment of registration, transfer, and other fees required by law, the
department shall issue the usual certificate of ownership and registration
card unless the vehicle is not to be operated on the highways and the new
owner submits an affidavit satisfactory to the department as to those facts
required by subdivision (b) of Section 4452, in which case the new certificate
of title and facsimile thereof may be issued as provided for in that section.

Article 5. Transfers Through Wholesale Auctions
(Added Ch. 745, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.)

Wholesale Motor Vehicle Auctions: Certificate of Title
6100. A dealer who conducts a wholesale motor vehicle auction and who

uses the form prescribed in subdivision (b) of Section 4456 shall include the
phrase “SOLD THROUGH [name of dealer conducting the auction]” and the
date of the auction on the certificate of title of every vehicle sold, in a manner
prescribed by the department. 

Amended Ch.180, Stats. 1994. Effective July 11, 1994.

Retention of Documents
6102. For each vehicle sold pursuant to this article, the dealer who

conducts the auction shall maintain a copy of the following documents for a
period of not less than five years:

(a) The form required by subdivision (b) of Section 4456.
(b) A copy of the auction sales agreement.
(c) A copy of the odometer statement required by Section 5900.
Amended Ch. 180, Stats. 1994. Effective July 11, 1994.
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Rights of Purchasing Dealers
6104. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a dealer who

purchases a vehicle pursuant to this Articlehas the same rights and
remedies against the dealer who conducts the auction sale as if that dealer
were an owner and seller of the auctioned vehicle. The purchaser dealer’s
rights and remedies are in addition to any right or remedy he or she may
have against the seller of a vehicle sold at a wholesale motor vehicle auction.
The provisions of this section may not be waived or modified by agreement,
or by recharacterization of the transaction.

Added Ch. 745, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Operative Date
6105. This Articleshall become operative on July 1, 1993.
Added Ch. 745, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

CHAPTER 2.5 MISCELLANEOUS TITLE PROVISIONS
(Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.)

Article1. Certificate of Title as Evidence

Evidence of Ownership
6150. In any criminal proceeding in which ownership, possession, or use

of a motor vehicle is an issue, a copy certified by the department as its record
of title on file, or with the official custodian of those documents of another
state, shall be admissible as evidence of ownership of the motor vehicle. Upon
the introduction of evidence that the legal owner of a motor vehicle is not
named in the certificate of title or that use or possession was with the consent
or authority of the owner, a reasonable continuance shall be granted any
party to enable the owner of the vehicle to be brought into court to testify. 

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Testimony of Vehicle Owner
6151. A party to a proceeding described in Section 6150 may provide

notice to the opposing party that a showing of need will be made at the
arraignment or at any other pretrial hearing, and upon the proof of that
notice and the showing of need, the court shall take testimony from the
owner or person in control of the motor vehicle which shall be admissible at
trial. 

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Continuance of Testimony
6152. At any hearing, including, but not limited to, a scheduled trial

date, involving a proceeding described in Section 6150, upon a showing of
need, the court shall order as a condition of granting a continuance that the
testimony of a witness then present in court be taken and preserved for
subsequent use at a trial or any other stage of the proceeding.

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Testimony and Cross Examination
6153. Where testimony is taken and preserved for use at trial or other

stage of the proceeding pursuant to Sections 6151 and 6152, the witness shall
be examined in open court by the party on whose behalf he or she is present,
and the adverse party shall have the right of cross-examination.

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Invalid Provisions of This Act
6154. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person

or circumstances is held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect other
provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect without the
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invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this act are
severable. 

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Article2. Inspection and Cancellation of Titles for Exported Vehicles 

Vehicle Title Marked for Export
6160. The Legislature finds and declares that when vehicles are

exported and their title records are not amended to reflect exportation, it is
conducive to vehicle theft and insurance fraud. The certificates of title issued
by this state are used in insurance frauds in which a claimant falsely states
that a vehicle has been stolen or uses that certificate to fraudulently procure
insurance when in fact the vehicle has previously been exported from the
United States. In the interest of the general welfare of the people of this
state, and in order to combat vehicle theft and insurance fraud, it is
necessary that the departments record of title reflect the fact that a vehicle
is being exported either temporarily or permanently, based upon the true
owners declaration prior to exportation. 

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Miscellaneous Title Provisions: Definitions
6161. For the purposes of this act, the term: 
(a) “Certified record of permanent exportation” shall include the

following: 
(1) Titled owners name and address. 
(2) Description of the vehicle, including year, make, body type, vehicle

identification number, license registration number, and state registration. 
(3) Destination of vehicle. 
(4) Purpose of export, whether sale, lease, or personal use. 
(b) “Declaration that the vehicle will not be permanently located outside

the United States” shall include the items specified in paragraphs (1) to (3),
inclusive, of subdivision (a), and shall also state the period of time for which
it is anticipated that the vehicle will be outside the United States. 

(c) “Export” means the shipping or transporting of a vehicle out of the
United States by means other than its own power or that of a vehicle drawing
or towing it. 

(d) “Owner” means the owner of record indicated in a certificate of title
issued by this state and includes an agent of that owner acting under a valid
power of attorney executed by an owner. 

(e) “Title” means the certificate of ownership issued by the department
pursuant to Section 4450, but excludes a salvage certificate as described in
Section 11515 and an acquisition bill of sale as described in Section 11519. 

(f) “Vehicle” means every device designed for transportation of persons or
property upon land, for which a certificate of title is required. 

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995. Supersedes Ch. 1008.

Owner Certification Requirement Involving 
Foreign Vehicle Exportation

6162. An owner of a vehicle who seeks to export a vehicle titled in this
state shall appear at the department with the certificate of title to ascertain
whether there are any liens of record outstanding and whether the person
exporting the vehicle is the lawful owner. If the certificate of title is found to
be in proper order and no unsatisfied lien appears, the department shall
enter into its record of title that the vehicle is intended for permanent
exportation from the United States. If the owner certifies by filing a
declaration with the department that the vehicle will not be permanently
located outside the United States, and that he or she intends to return the
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vehicle to the United States, the department shall enter into its record of title
a declaration that the vehicle will not be permanently located outside the
United States until notification by the owner that the vehicle has been
returned.

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 173, Ch. 91, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Article3. Return of Stolen Motor Vehicle Retained as Evidence 

Custody and Examination of Stolen Motor Vehicle Retained as 
Evidence

6171. When criminal charges have been filed involving a motor vehicle
alleged to have been stolen and the vehicle is in the custody of a peace officer
for evidentiary purposes, it shall be held in custody or, if a request for its
release from custody is made, until the prosecutor has notified the defendant
or his or her attorney of that request and both the prosecution and defense
have been afforded a reasonable opportunity for an examination of the motor
vehicle to determine its true value and to produce or reproduce, by
photographs or other identifying techniques, legally sufficient evidence for
introduction at trial or other criminal proceedings. 

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Return or Continued Retention of Stolen Motor Vehicle
6172. Upon expiration of a reasonable time for the completion of the

examination, which in no event shall exceed 30 days from the date of service
of the notice of request or return of the motor vehicle as provided in Section
6171, the property shall be released to the person making that request after
satisfactory proof of the persons entitlement to the possession.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon ex parte application by either party
with notice to the other, the court may grant additional time for the
examination or order retention of the motor vehicle if it determines that
either is necessary to further the interests of justice; however, this provision
shall not be construed to require a noticed hearing. 

Added Ch. 1247, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

CHAPTER 3. FILING INSTRUMENTS EVIDENCING LIENS 
OR ENCUMBRANCES

Recording of Security Interest
6300. Except as provided in Sections 5905, 5907, and 5908, no security

interest in any vehicle registered under this code, irrespective of whether the
registration was effected prior or subsequent to the creation of the security
interest, is perfected until the secured party or his or her successor or
assignee has deposited, either physically or by electronic transmission
pursuant to Section 1801.1, with the department, at its office in Sacramento,
or at any other office as may be designated by the director, a properly
endorsed certificate of ownership to the vehicle subject to the security
interest showing the secured party as legal owner if the vehicle is then
registered under this code, or, if the vehicle is not so registered, an
application in usual form for an original registration, together with an
application for registration of the secured party as legal owner, and upon
payment of the fees as provided in this code.

Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 440, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Perfection of Security Interest
6301. When the secured party, his or her successor, or his or her

assignee, has deposited, either physically or by electronic transmission
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pursuant to Section 1801.1, with the department a properly endorsed
certificate of ownership showing the secured party as legal owner or an
application in usual form for an original registration, together with an
application for registration of the secured party as legal owner, the deposit
constitutes perfection of the security interest and the rights of all persons in
the vehicle shall be subject to the provisions of the Uniform Commercial
Code, but the vehicle subject to the security interest shall be subject to a lien
for services and materials as provided in Chapter 6.5 (commencing with
Section 3068) of Title 14 of Part 4 of Division 3 of the Civil Code.

Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 440, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Secured Party as Legal Owner
6302. Upon the deposit of an application for registration of a secured

party as legal owner and upon the payment of the fees as provided in this
code, the department shall register the secured party, his successor or
assignee as legal owner in the manner provided for the registration of motor
vehicles under the provisions of this chapter.

Amended Ch. 819, Stats. 1963. Effective January 1, 1965.

Method Is Exclusive
6303. Except as provided in Sections 5905, 5907 and 5908, the method

provided in this chapter for perfecting a security interest on a vehicle
registered under this code is exclusive, but the effect of such perfection, and
the creation, attachment, priority and validity of such security interest shall
be governed by the Uniform Commercial Code.

Amended Ch. 819, Stats. 1963. Effective January 1, 1965.

CHAPTER 4. PERMITS TO NONRESIDENT OWNERS

Article 1. Exemption of Nonresidents

Use of Foreign License Plates: Limitation
6700. (a) Except as provided in Section 6700.2, the owner of any vehicle

of a type otherwise subject to registration under this code, other than a
commercial vehicle registered in a foreign jurisdiction, may operate the
vehicle in this state until gainful employment is accepted in this state or
until residency is established in this state, whichever occurs first, if the
vehicle displays valid license plates and has a valid registration issued to the
owner, and the owner was a resident of that state at the time of issuance.
Application to register the vehicle shall be made within 20 days after gainful
employment is accepted in this state or residency is established in this state.

(b) A nonresident owner of a vehicle, otherwise exempt from registration
pursuant to this section or Section 6700.2, may operate or permit operation
of the vehicle in this state without registering the vehicle in this state if the
vehicle is registered in the place of residence of the owner and displays upon
it valid license plates issued by that place. This exemption does not apply if
the nonresident owner rents, leases, lends, or otherwise furnishes the vehicle
to a California resident for regular use on the highways of this state, as
defined in subdivision (b) of Section 4000.4.

(c) Any resident who operates upon a highway of this state a vehicle
owned by a nonresident who furnished the vehicle to the resident operator
for his or her regular use within this state, as defined in subdivision (b) of
Section 4000.4, shall cause the vehicle to be registered in California within
20 days after its first operation within this state by the resident.

(d) Nothing in this section supersedes the requirements of Section 6851.
Amended Ch. 1090, Stats. 1985. Effective September 27, 1985.
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In-Transit Permit
6700.1. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the department

may issue an in-transit permit to a resident of a foreign country not more
than 30 days before or after the foreign resident purchases a new motor
vehicle in California which was manufactured in the United States. The
permit authorizes the operation of the vehicle for which it is purchased for
up to 30 consecutive days after the first date of operation, and is in lieu of any
other registration requirements, including, but not limited to, fees or taxes
required by this code or the Revenue and Taxation Code. The seller shall ship
or drive the vehicle out of this country before or at the end of 30 consecutive
days from the first date of operation, or thereafter shall be subject to, and
shall be required to pay, all charges and registration requirements for
vehicles subject to registration in this state. In addition, if the vehicle is not
so removed from this country, the department shall assess, and the seller
shall be required to pay, a penalty of 20 percent of the vehicle registration
and license fees and sales tax due upon the vehicle becoming subject to
registration.

(b) Subdivision (a) does not apply to commercial vehicles.
(c) Proof of residency in a foreign country for purposes of this section shall

be established through the presentation of a valid visa, passport, or other
suitable documentation, as determined by the department.

(d) A fee of sixty dollars ($60) shall be paid to the department for each in-
transit permit issued.

(e) A permit issued under this section shall be displayed in the manner
permitted by paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 26708.

(f) The permit issued by the department shall clearly and prominently
indicate the date of expiration of the authorized in-transit driving privilege.

(g) No California certificate of ownership shall be issued.
(h) Notwithstanding Part 1 (commencing with Section 6001) of Division 2

of the Revenue and Taxation Code, the manufacturer of a new motor vehicle
sold to a foreign purchaser under the conditions specified in Section 6366.2
of the Revenue and Taxation Code shall reimburse the retailer for an amount
equal to the sales tax and all registration charges and fees, and a penalty of
20 percent of those taxes, charges, and fees if the conditions of the in-transit
permit are not met, as specified in this section.

Added Ch. 762, Stats. 1989.Effective January 1, 1990.

Exemption for Nonresident Daily Commuters
6700.2. (a) Notwithstanding Section 4000.4, subdivision (a) of Section

6700, or Section 6702, a nonresident daily commuter may operate a motor
vehicle on the highways of this state only if all of the following conditions are
met:

(1) The motor vehicle is a passenger vehicle or a commercial vehicle of
less than 8,001 pounds unladen weight with not more than two axles of the
type commonly referred to as a pickup truck.

(2) The motor vehicle is used regularly to transport passengers on the
highways of this state principally between, and to and from, the place of
residence in a contiguous state and the place of employment in this state by
the owner of the motor vehicle and for no other business purpose.

(3) The motor vehicle is not used in the course of a business within this
state, including the transportation of property other than incidental personal
property between, and to or from, the place of residence in a contiguous state
and the place of employment of the motor vehicle owner in this state.

(4) Nothing in paragraphs (2) and (3) prohibits a nonresident daily
commuter operating a motor vehicle that displays currently valid external
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vehicle identification indicia and who possess a corresponding identification
card issued pursuant to Section 6700.25 from using that vehicle for other
lawful purposes.

(b) The exception to registration of a motor vehicle under the conditions
specified in this section does not supersede any other exception to
registration under other conditions provided by law.

(c) This section does not apply to a resident of a foreign country.
Amended Ch.633, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 174, Ch. 91, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 30, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.
Amended Sec. 9, Ch. 825, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Nonresident Commuter Indicia
6700.25. (a) The department shall provide a nonresident daily

commuter with external vehicle identification indicia and a corresponding
identification card, upon application therefor and completion of the form
required by Section 6700.3, which indicia and card shall be valid for a period
of two years. A vehicle shall be exempt from Sections 4000.4 and 6700 when
operated with the requisite indicia and otherwise in accordance with this
chapter.

(b) Subdivision (a) applies only to residents and vehicles of residents of a
contiguous state which has enacted laws that provide reciprocal privileges to
California residents who are employed in the contiguous state. Subdivision
(a) does not apply to residents of foreign countries.

(c) Subdivision (a) applies only to the vehicles specified in paragraph (1)
of subdivision (a) of Section 6700.2.

(d) Subdivision (a) applies only to vehicles which are licensed in a foreign
jurisdiction that are used to commute into California to a destination within
a corridor in this state that parallels the border between California and the
contiguous state and extends not more than 35 air miles into California from
the border at any point. The privilege accorded by subdivision (a) shall be
revoked by operation of the vehicle for commuter purposes beyond that 35-
mile corridor.

(e) The department shall charge a service fee, not to exceed ten dollars
($10) for each vehicle, which fee fully covers the costs of administering this
section and Section 6700.3.

Added Ch. 1090, Stats. 1985. Effective September 27, 1985.

Application Requirements
6700.3. (a) An application by a nonresident daily commuter for indicia

and an identification card pursuant to Section 6700.25 shall be filed with the
department.

(b) The department shall prescribe a form to be completed by the
applicant which shall include all of the following information:

(1) The vehicle license number and the vehicle identification number
(VIN) of the vehicle that will display the nonresident daily commuter indicia.

(2) The name of the registered owner of the vehicle that will display the
indicia.

(3) A statement that the applicant is a nonresident daily commuter as
defined in Section 435.5.

(4) A statement that the indicia will be displayed upon a qualified vehicle
as specified in Section 6700.4.

(5) A statement that the place of employment of the nonresident daily
commuter is within the 35-mile corridor specified in subdivision (d) of
Section 6700.25.

Added Ch. 1090, Stats. 1985. Effective September 27, 1985.
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Display of Indicia
6700.4. A nonresident daily commuter indicia shall be displayed in a

location on the vehicle which is clearly visible and adjacent to the rear license
plate. The corresponding nonresident daily commuter identification card
shall be carried at all times in the assigned vehicle and shall be presented to
any California peace officer upon demand.

Added Ch. 1090, Stats. 1985. Effective September 27, 1985.

Exemption of Person in Military Service and Spouse
6701. (a) Any nonresident owner of a vehicle registered in a foreign

state who is a member or spouse of a member of the armed forces of the
United States on active duty within this state, and any resident owner of a
vehicle registered in a foreign state who is a member or spouse of a member
of the armed forces of the United States returning from active duty in a
foreign state, may operate the vehicle in this state without securing
California registration after satisfying all of the following requirements:

(1) The license plates displayed on the vehicle are valid plates issued by
a foreign jurisdiction.

(2) The vehicle registration and license plates are issued to the military
person or spouse of the military person.

(3) The vehicle registration and license plates were issued by the foreign
jurisdiction where the military person was last regularly assigned and
stationed for duty by military orders or a jurisdiction claimed by the
nonresident military person as the permanent state of residence.

(4) If the vehicle is a motor vehicle, the owner or driver has in force one of
the forms of financial responsibility specified in Section 16021.

(b) For purposes of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a), military orders do not
include military orders for leave, for temporary duty, or for any other
assignment of any nature requiring the military person’s presence outside
the foreign jurisdiction where the owner was regularly assigned and
stationed for duty.

(c) This section applies to all vehicles owned by the military person or
spouse except any commercial vehicle used in any business manner wherein
the military person or spouse receives compensation.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 100, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Use of Foreign License Plates By Resident Business
6702. Every nonresident, including any foreign corporation, having an

established place of business within this state, and regularly using a vehicle
of a type subject to registration under this code, shall immediately register
the vehicle upon entry into this state.

Repealed and Added, Ch. 1322 Stats. 1984. Effective July 1, 1985.

Use of Foreign License Discharge From Military
6703. Any person entering California following discharge from the

armed forces of the United States is exempted from registration of passenger
vehicles, trailer coaches, and utility trailers only, as provided for and under
the conditions prescribed in Section 6700.

Repealed and Added, Ch. 1322 Stats. 1984. Effective July 1, 1985.

Article 2. Foreign Commercial Vehicles

Registration
6850. A nonresident owner of any foreign commercial vehicle shall

register the vehicle in this state and pay the fees applicable thereto under
this code, except as provided in this Articleand Article3 (commencing with
Section 8000), and except in the event the vehicle is lawfully registered as a
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private passenger vehicle in the foreign jurisdiction in which the owner has
residence, in which case Section 6700 shall apply.

Amended Ch. 1322, Stats. 1984. Effective July 1, 1985.

Reciprocity
6852. The nonresident owner of a foreign vehicle shall be granted such

privileges and freedom from registration and payment of fees imposed by this
code, or Part 5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, commencing
at Section 10701, as the foreign jurisdiction in which the foreign commercial
vehicle is registered or licensed grants to like vehicles registered under this
code or as provided in agreements, arrangements, or declarations made
under Article3, commencing at Section 8000.

Vehicles Leased for Use in This State
6853. Any vehicle owned by a nonresident owner not registered under

this code, which vehicle is leased or rented to a user having an established
place of business or residence in this state, for use on the highways of this
state shall be subject to registration either by the owner or lessee of the
vehicle, unless the vehicle is exempted from registration by the provisions of
this division or under any agreement, arrangement, or declaration made
pursuant to Article3, commencing at Section 8000.

No Reciprocity: Proof of Financial Responsibility
6854. (a) Any owner or lessor of a commercial vehicle with primary

registration and plates issued in a foreign jurisdiction which does not grant
reciprocal privileges to California owners of commercial vehicles shall
submit to the department proof of financial responsibility issued by an
insurance company authorized to do business in California. This section
shall apply only to commercial vehicles having an unladen weight of over
7,000 pounds that are used in the transportation of property in the conduct
of a business.

(b) As an alternative to the requirements of subdivision (a), proof of
financial responsibility may be met by submitting to the department either
of the following:

(1) A certificate of registration as a foreign motor carrier or foreign motor
private carrier issued by the Interstate Commerce Commission under Part
1171 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(2) Contractual documents showing to the satisfaction of the department
that a trailer or semitrailer subject to registration under Part 1171 of Title
49 of the Code of Federal Regulations will be towed by a truck or truck tractor
operated by a motor carrier having highway carrier operating authority
issued by the Public Utilities Commission.

Amended Ch. 974, Stats. 1992. Effective September 28, 1992.

Prohibited Acts
6855. No foreign motor carrier or foreign motor private carrier required

to have a certificate of registration issued by the Interstate Commerce
Commission under Part 1171 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations
shall do any of the following:

(a) Operate in this state without the required certificate in the vehicle.
(b) Operate beyond the limitations or restrictions specified in the

certificate as issued.
(c) Refuse to show the certificate upon request of a peace officer.
Added Ch. 1162, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.
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Article 3. Reciprocity Agreements

Reciprocity Agreements
8000. The Reciprocity Commission may enter into agreements with

foreign jurisdictions that provide for the exemption of fees for commercial
vehicles if the foreign jurisdictions provide equivalent exemptions to vehicles
registered in this state. The agreements shall be applicable to vehicles  that
are properly licensed and registered in the foreign jurisdictions. The
commission may also enter into agreements that provide for the exemption
of regulatory fees which are, or may be imposed, by the Public Utilities Code
or the department.

Amended Sec. 39, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Determination of Reciprocity
8001. The Reciprocity Commission is authorized to examine the legal

requirements of commercial vehicle registration fee statutes of foreign
jurisdictions which grant reciprocal privileges to out-of-state vehicles but
which do not authorize negotiations or execution of agreements. After
examination of the statutes, the commission may declare the exemptions,
benefits, and privileges that commercial vehicles registered in foreign
jurisdictions shall be entitled to in this state.

Repealed and Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Approval by Attorney General
8002. All reciprocity agreements, rules and regulations authorized by

this chapter shall be in writing and shall be approved by endorsement by the
Attorney General, as to legality only. An agreement shall become effective
upon approval of the Attorney General and shall remain in effect until
revoked by act of the commission.

Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Article 4. Apportioned Registration

Legislative Declaration: Tax Apportionment
8050. The Legislature declares that in enacting this article, it adheres to

the principle that each state should have the freedom to develop the kind of
highway user tax structure that it determines to be most appropriate to
itself, that the method of taxation of interstate vehicles should not be a
determining factor in developing its user tax structure and that annual taxes
or other taxes of the fixed fee type which are not imposed on a basis that
reflects the amount of highway use should be apportioned among the states
on the basis of vehicle miles traveled within each of the states. If the
department determines that apportionment of the taxes on the basis of
vehicle miles for a particular fleet of vehicles is impractical, the department
may require the taxes on the fleet to be apportioned on an equivalent basis
other than miles, as determined by the department.

Repealed and Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Reciprocity Agreements
8051. The Reciprocity Commission may enter into agreement on behalf

of this state with the duly authorized representatives of any foreign
jurisdiction providing for the registration of vehicles on an apportionment or
allocation basis.

Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

International Registration Plan
8052. (a) The Reciprocity Commission may, on behalf of the state, enter
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into, and become, a member of the International Registration Plan
Agreement developed by the American Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators. The commission may adopt rules and regulations necessary
to carry out the provisions of the International Registration Plan or other
apportioned registration agreements entered into under the authority of this
article.

(b) In administering the International Registration Plan, the state may
collect all appropriate registration and license fees due other jurisdictions.
Foreign jurisdictions which are members of the agreement shall be
authorized to collect all appropriate registration and license fees due to the
State of California, and remit the fees to this state pursuant to the terms of
the agreement.

Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Code Application to Article
8053. Provisions of this code which specify and govern application filing,

fee assignment, penalty assessment, and issuance of license plates and
registration certificates, shall be applicable to vehicles registered pursuant
to this article.

Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Transfer of Fleet Ownership
8054. (a) Upon the application for transfer of ownership of a fleet of

vehicles apportionately registered pursuant to this article, the department
shall permit registration in the new owners name without reassessing the
registration and vehicle license fees, if the application of the new ownership
is for the same fleet interstate operation as the previous owner.

(b) The new owner, lessee, or their designee, shall certify the declared
gross vehicle weight of the vehicle or vehicles on a single form for all
commercial motor vehicles registered in the fleet owner’s or lessee’s name.
The department shall reassess the weight fees if the declared gross vehicle
weight is increased. The weight fees will be assessed at a prorated rate.

Amended Sec. 40, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Reciprocity Exclusion
8055. This Articledoes not apply to any owner or lessee of a commercial

vehicle with primary registration and license plates issued in a foreign
jurisdiction which does not grant reciprocity or apportioned registration to
residents of this state owning commercial vehicles while operating within
that foreign jurisdiction.

Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Application Content: Diesel Fuel Tax Permit
8056. Any application filed pursuant to this Articlewhich contains

vehicles powered by diesel fuel shall include information concerning any
diesel fuel tax permit issued by the Board of Equalization.

Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Fleet Records
8057. Any person issued fleet registration pursuant to Article9.5

(commencing with Section 5301) of Chapter 1 or this Articleshall:
(a) ( ) Maintain fleet records that support the reported mileage,

cost, and declared gross or combined gross vehicle weight of all
vehicles. Any registrant whose application for apportioned
registration has been accepted shall preserve the mileage records on
which the application is based, including copies of all permits, for a
period of three years after the close of the registration year. Vehicle
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cost and declared gross or combined gross weight records shall be
retained for four years after the close of the registration year in
which the vehicle was deleted.

(b) Make fleet records available to the department at its request for audit
to verify the accuracy of the records. In the event the records are not made
available within 30 days of the request, the department may assess full
California fees and penalties and may suspend or cancel apportioned
registration privileges. The registrant may be required to reimburse the
department auditor per diem and travel expenses under certain conditions
as determined by the director.

Added Ch. 533, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 758, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the following

“Maintain fleet records which support the mileage, cost, and weight of all vehicles apportioned registered.
Mileage records, including copies of all permits used, shall be retained for five years, or until audited,
whichever occurs first. Vehicle cost and weight records shall be retained for Unpaid Fees: Interest and Pen-
alty

8058. (a) The department shall charge interest on any underpaid fees
due under this article, at the rate of 1 percent per month of the underpaid
portion of the fees, commencing on the date the underpaid portion of the fees
were originally due and accruing monthly until paid.

(b) Interest charged under subdivision (a) shall continue to accumulate
during any disputation of the underpaid fees or any hearing regarding the
underpaid fees. During any disputation or hearing, the registrant may pay
the underpaid fees and other charges to avoid additional interest charges
and may request a refund of any overpaid fees after final review.

(c) For any underpaid fees, the department ( ) 1 may impose a penalty of
fifty dollars ($50) or 10 percent of the underpaid fees, whichever is greater,
commencing on the date the underpaid fees were determined to be due.

(d) For the purposes of this section, “underpaid fees” include additional
vehicle registration, weight, and license fees found to be due to this state.( ) 2 

(e) The director shall have discretion to apply subdivision (b) of
Section 9562 instead of subdivision (c) of this section.

(f) The penalty structure set forth in Sections 9554 and 9554.5
shall apply in place of the provisions of this section in those cases
where there is a violation of Section 4000, 4000.4, 4002, 4003, 4004,
4004.5, or 4156 for commercial registration that is not apportioned
pursuant to Section 8050.

Added Sec. 10, Ch. 539, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.
Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 758, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the follow-

ing:
1. “shall”
2. “ and any other member of the International Registration Plan as the result of an audit or finding

of an International Registration Plan carrier”

Article 6. Enforcement of Liens on Apportioned Fleet Vehicles
(Added Ch. 187, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990)

Registrant
8200. “Registrant,” for purposes of this article, means any person issued

apportioned fleet registration pursuant to Article4 (commencing with
Section 8050).

Amended Sec. 120, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Lien
8201. (a) Fees determined to be due, including penalties and service

fees, for the operation of a fleet apportionately registered vehicle shall be a
lien upon all vehicles operated as part of the fleet and on any other fleet
vehicles operated by the registrant. The department may collect the amount
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of the lien, plus costs, not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250), in an
appropriate civil action and by seizure and sale of the vehicle.

(b) ( ) 1 Liens arising as the result of an audit expire four years
from the date the registration fees first become due unless the lien is
perfected pursuant to subdivision (d).

(c) Any lien arising under this section that is not subject to
subdivision (b) expires three years from the date the fee or penalty
first became due unless the lien is perfected pursuant to subdivision
(d).

(d) A lien shall be perfected when a notice is mailed to the registrant at
the address shown on the department’s records and the lien is recorded on
the electronic vehicle registration records of the department. A perfected lien
shall expire five years from the date of perfection.( ) 2 

(e) Prior to the expiration of the statute of limitations, the registrant may
consent to a waiver which would allow the assessment of fees and penalties
past the statute of limitations.

Added Ch. 187, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.
Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 758, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the follow-

ing:
1. “Every lien arising under this section expires three years from the date the fee or penalty first be-

came due unless the lien is perfected pursuant to subdivision (c).(c) ”
2. “(d)”

Contesting Lien
8202. (a) Within 30 days of the date the notice is mailed pursuant to

Section 8201, the registrant may submit documentation not previously
available or may request a hearing to contest the existence or the amount of
the lien. If no additional documentation is submitted, or if no hearing is
requested, the operating privileges of the fleet may be suspended or canceled
and a sufficient number of vehicles may be seized and sold to satisfy the lien.

(b) If additional documentation is submitted, the department shall
review the documentation and issue its findings to the registrant. Within 20
days of the date the findings are mailed, the registrant may request a
hearing.

(c) If a hearing is requested, 10 days’ notice shall be given of the time and
place of the hearing, which shall be held within the county of residence of the
person requesting the hearing or within the county of the established place
of business of the registrant. The hearing shall be conducted by a referee who
shall submit findings and recommendations to the director or his or her
authorized representative, who shall decide the matter. The decision shall be
effective on notice thereof to the interested parties. However, the director, or
his or her authorized representative, may rescind the decision and reconsider
the matter for good cause shown at any time within three years after the date
the disputed fee or penalty first became due, or one year from the hearing
whichever is later.

(d) Upon final completion of all administrative appeals, the department
shall give written notice to the registrant of the right to a review of the
decision by a court of competent jurisdiction. Any action brought in court
shall be commenced within 90 days from the date notice of the decision is
mailed.

Added Ch. 187, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Suspension or Cancellation of Operating Privileges: 
Seizure and Sale of Vehicles

8203. (a) When a lien is perfected pursuant to Section 8200 and the
opportunity to submit additional documentation or to request a hearing has
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passed, the department may suspend or cancel the operating privileges of the
fleet. When the suspension takes effect, the department may seize a
sufficient number of vehicles to satisfy the lien without further notice, upon
obtaining authorization for the seizure and sale from the director or his or
her authorized representative.

(b) Members of the California Highway Patrol, and peace officers
employed by local authorities, are agents of the department for the purposes
of this section.

(c) In all cases, prior to the sale, a notice of the lien and intent to sell the
vehicle shall be given by the department to the registrant, the known legal
and registered owners, and to any other person known to be claiming an
interest in the vehicle. The department shall also give public notice of the
lien by placing an advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation
published in the county in which the registrant’s place of business is located.

(d) At any time before seizure and sale, any person claiming an interest
in the vehicle may pay the department the amount of the lien, plus costs. In
that event, the seizure and sale shall not be held, and the vehicle, shall be
returned by the department to the person entitled to its possession.

(e) Any property found by the department in any vehicle seized under the
provisions of this Articleshall be handled by the department in the manner
provided in Section 2414 and 2415.

(f) The sale shall be conducted and proceeds distributed pursuant to
Section 9802.

Added Ch. 187, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Waiver of Fees and Penalties
8204. (a) When a transferee or purchaser of an apportionately

registered fleet vehicle applies to the department for transfer of ownership
and it is determined by the department that there is an outstanding lien
against the fleet in which the vehicle was operated, that fees became due
prior to the transfer or purchase of the vehicle, and that the transferee or the
purchaser was not cognizant of the fact that a lien existed, the department
may waive apportioned registration fees and any penalties that are due.

(b) When fees and penalties are waived pursuant to subdivision (a), the
apportioned registration fees and penalties shall become the liability of the
registrant who failed to pay the fees and penalties when they became due.
The fees and penalties may be collected by the department in an appropriate
civil action.

Added Ch. 187, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

CHAPTER 5. OFFENSES AGAINST REGISTRATION LAWS AND SUSPENSION, 
REVOCATION, AND CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION

General Powers
8800. The department may suspend, cancel, or revoke the registration of

a vehicle or a certificate of ownership, registration card, or license plate or
any permit in any of the following events:

(a) When the department is satisfied that the registration or the
certificate, card, plate, or permit was fraudulently obtained or erroneously
issued.

(b) When the department determines that a registered vehicle is
mechanically unfit or unsafe to be operated or moved upon the highways.

(c) When a registered vehicle has been dismantled or wrecked.
(d) When the department determines that the required fee has not been

paid and the same is not paid upon reasonable notice and demand.
(e) When a registration card, license plate, or permit is knowingly
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displayed upon a vehicle other than the one for which issued.
(f) When the registration could have been refused when last issued or

renewed.
(g) When the department determines that the owner or legal owner has

committed any offense under Sections 20 (with respect to an application for
the registration of a vehicle), 4000, 4159 to 4163, inclusive, 4454, 4456, 4461,
4463, 5202, 10750, and 10751, involving the registration or the certificate,
card, plate, or permit to be suspended, canceled, or revoked.

(h) When the department is so authorized under any other provision of
law.

Amended Ch. 618, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Publicly Owned Vehicles
8801. The department may suspend, cancel, revoke, or renew any

permanent registration made under Section 4155 when the department
determines that it is advisable to reissue the registration.

Owner to Return Evidence of Registration
8802. Whenever the department cancels, suspends, or revokes the

registration of a vehicle or a certificate of ownership, registration card, or
license plates, or any nonresident or other permit, the owner or person in
possession shall immediately return the documents, plates, certificates, or
other evidence of registration to the department.

Amended Ch. 482, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Licensee to Return Evidence of License
8803. Whenever the department cancels, suspends, or revokes any

license issued pursuant to Division 5 (commencing with Section 11100), the
licensee or person in possession shall immediately return the license,
documents, plates, certificates, and other evidence of the license to the
department.

Amended Ch. 1563, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Resident Registering Vehicle in Foreign Jurisdiction: Misdemeanor
8804. Every person who, while a resident, as defined in Section 516, of

this state, with respect to any vehicle owned by him and operated in this
state, registers or renews the registration for the vehicle in a foreign
jurisdiction, without the payment of appropriate fees and taxes to this state,
is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Added Ch. 409, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

CHAPTER 6. REGISTRATION AND WEIGHT FEES

Article 1. Exemptions

Publicly Operated Vehicles
9101. No fees specified in this code, except fees not exempted under

Section 9100, need be paid for any vehicle operated by the State, or by any
county, city, district or political subdivision of the State, or the United States,
as lessee under a lease, lease-sale, or rental-purchase agreement which
grants possession of the vehicle to the lessee for a period of 30 consecutive
days or more.

Amended Ch. 1867, Stats. 1963. Effective September 20, 1963.

Educational Institution Vehicles
9102. The fees specified in this code except fees for duplicate plates,

certificates, or cards need not be paid for any vehicle owned by an
educational institution of collegiate grade not conducted for profit and
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having an enrollment of 5,000 students or more and having an acreage of
5,000 acres or more, if such vehicle is used for fire-fighting purposes within
the limits of the acreage of such institution and is operated principally on
roads owned by such institution.

Privately Owned Schoolbus: Exceptions
9102.5. (a) In lieu of all other fees which are specified in this code,

except fees for duplicate plates, certificates, or cards, a fee of ten dollars ($10)
shall be paid for the registration and licensing of any privately owned
schoolbus, as defined in Section 545, which is either of the following:

(1) Owned by a private nonprofit educational organization and operated
in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Department of Education
and the Department of the California Highway Patrol exclusively in
transporting school pupils, or school pupils and employees, of the private
nonprofit educational organization.

(2) Operated in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
Department of Education and the Department of the California Highway
Patrol exclusively in transporting school pupils, or school pupils and
employees, of any public school or private nonprofit educational organization
pursuant to a contract between a public school district or nonprofit
educational organization and the owner or operator of the schoolbus.

This section does not apply to any schoolbus which is operated pursuant
to any contract which requires the public school district or nonprofit
educational organization to pay any amount representing the costs of
registration and weight fees unless and until the contract is amended to
require only the payment of an amount representing the fee required by this
section.

(b) When a schoolbus under contract and registered pursuant to
subdivision (a) is to be temporarily operated in such a manner that it
becomes subject to full registration fees specified in this code, the owner may,
prior to that operation, as an alternative to the full registration, secure a
temporary permit to operate the vehicle in this state for any one or more
calendar months. The permit shall be posted upon the windshield or other
prominent place upon the vehicle, and shall identify the vehicle to which it is
affixed. When so affixed, the permit shall serve as indicia of full registration
for the period designated on the permit. Upon payment of the fees specified
in Section 9266.5, the department may issue a temporary permit under this
section.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision, any schoolbus used exclusively
to transport students at or below the 12th-grade level to or from any school,
for an education-related purpose, or for an activity sponsored by a nonprofit
organization shall be deemed to be a schoolbus for the purposes of this
section and shall pay a fee of ten dollars ($10) in lieu of all other fees which
are specified in this code, except fees for duplicate plates, certificates, or
cards.

(d) This section does not apply to a schoolbus, operated to transport
persons who are developmentally disabled, as defined by the Lanterman
Developmental Disabilities Services Act (Division 4.5 (commencing with
Section 4500) of the Welfare and Institutions Code), to or from vocational,
prevocational, or work training centers sponsored by the State Department
of Developmental Services.

Amended Ch. 678, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Publicly Owned Vehicles
9103. No fees specified in this code, except fees for duplicate plates,
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certificates, or cards need be paid for any vehicle of a type subject to
registration under this code owned by the United States or by any state or
political subdivision thereof or by any municipality duly organized under the
Constitution or laws of this State.

Amended Ch. 575, Stats. 1975. Effective September 6, 1975, as a tax levy. Operative
January 1, 1976.

Fire Vehicles—Used For Fire-fighting or as Ambulances
9104. The fees specified in this code except fees for duplicate plates,

certificates, or cards need not be paid for any vehicle of a type subject to
registration under this code owned by a public fire department organized as
a nonprofit corporation and used exclusively for fire-fighting or rescue
purposes or exclusively as an ambulance, nor for any vehicle owned by a
voluntary fire department organized under the laws of this state and used
exclusively for fire-fighting or rescue purposes or exclusively as an
ambulance.

Amended Ch. 517, Stats. 1979. Effective September 7, 1979.

California Indian Tribe Fee Exemption
9104.5. The fees specified in this code, except fees for registration under

Section 9250, need not be paid for any vehicle of a type subject to registration
under this code if the vehicle is owned by a federally recognized Indian tribe
and the vehicle is used exclusively within the boundaries of lands under the
jurisdiction of that Indian tribe, including the incidental use of that vehicle
on highways within those boundaries.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 911, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Disabled Veterans and Recipients of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor

9105. (a) The fees specified in this code, except fees for duplicate plates,
certificates, or cards, need not be paid for any of the following vehicles, that
are of a type subject to registration under this code, and that are not used for
transportation for hire, compensation, or profit, when owned by any former
American prisoner of war, any disabled veteran, or any Congressional Medal
of Honor recipient:

(1) Any passenger motor vehicle.
(2) Any motorcycle.
(3) Any commercial motor vehicle of less than 8,001 pounds unladen

weight.
(b) The exemption granted by subdivision (a) shall not extend to more

than one vehicle owned by any former American prisoner of war, any
disabled veteran, or any Congressional Medal of Honor recipient and is
applicable to the same vehicle as described in subdivision (b) of Section 10783
of the Revenue and Taxation Code.

(c) (1) The department may require any disabled veteran applying for an
exemption under this section to submit a certificate signed by a physician or
surgeon substantiating the disability.

(2) The department may require any person applying for an exemption
under this section for either of the following reasons to do any of the
following:

(A) By reason of the person’s status as a former prisoner of war, to show,
by satisfactory proof, his or her former prisoner-of-war status.

(B) By reason of the person’s status of receiving the Congressional Medal
of Honor, to show, by satisfactory proof, that he or she is a Congressional
Medal of Honor recipient.
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(d) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1999.
Amended and Repealed Sec. 5, Ch. 563, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Repeal opera-

tive July 1, 1999. Supersedes Ch. 482.
Added Sec. 6, Ch. 563, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999. Super-

sedes Ch. 482.

Civil Air Patrol Vehicles
9106. The fees specified in this code, except fees for duplicate plates,

certificates or cards, need not be paid for any vehicle of a type subject to
registration under this code which is operated by the Civil Air Patrol, when
the vehicle has been transferred to the Civil Air Patrol by the United States
Government, or any agency thereof, if by federal regulation or directive the
use of such vehicle is restricted to defined activities of the Civil Air Patrol,
and if by federal regulation or directive the vehicle must be returned to the
United States Government when no longer required or suited for use by the
Civil Air Patrol. Such vehicles shall be registered as otherwise required
under this code by the Civil Air Patrol and the Civil Air Patrol shall display
a license plate or plates bearing distinguishing marks or symbols as specified
in this code, which plate or plates shall be furnished by the department free
of charge.

Weight Fee Exemptions
9107. The weight fees for commercial vehicles specified in Section 9400

do not apply to any of the following:
(a) Any vehicle operated by a passenger stage corporation, as defined in

Section 226 of the Public Utilities Code, which is subject to the jurisdiction of
the Public Utilities Commission, if both of the following conditions are met:

(1) When the vehicle is operated exclusively on any line or lines having a
one-way route mileage not exceeding 15 miles, and if each of those lines is
operated in either of the following areas:

(A) In urban or suburban areas or between cities in close proximity.
(B) Between nonadjacent urban or suburban areas or cities, the area

between which is substantially residential, commercial, or industrial as
distinguished from rural.

(2) When the principal business of the passenger stage corporation is the
operation of vehicles on a route or routes as defined in paragraph (1) of this
subdivision.

(b) Any vehicle operated exclusively on any line or lines within the limits
of a single city by a person engaged as a common carrier of passengers
between fixed termini or over a regular route, 98 percent of whose
operations, as measured by total route mileage operated, are exclusively
within the limits of a single city, and who by reason thereof is not a passenger
state corporation subject to the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities
Commission.

(c) Vanpool vehicles.
(d) Any vehicle purchased with federal funds under the authority of

paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Section 1612 of Title 49 of the United States
Code or Chapter 35 (commencing with Section 3001) of Title 42 of the United
States Code for the purpose of providing specialized transportation services
to senior citizens and handicapped persons by public and private nonprofit
operators of specialized transportation service agencies.

(e) Any vehicle operated solely for the purpose of providing specialized
transportation services to senior citizens and persons with disabilities, by a
nonprofit, public benefit consolidated transportation service agency
designated under Section 15975 of the Government Code.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 667, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
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Article 2. Registration Fees

Fees
9250. (a) A registration fee of twenty-eight dollars ($28) shall be paid to

the department for the registration of every vehicle or trailer coach of a type
subject to registration under this code, except those vehicles that are
expressly exempted under this code from the payment of registration fees.

(b) The registration fee imposed under this section applies to all vehicles
described in Section 5004, whether or not special identification plates are
issued to that vehicle.

(c) Trailer coaches are subject to the fee provided in subdivision (a) for
each unit of the trailer coach.

(d) This section applies to (1) the initial or original registration, on or
after November 1, 1997, of any vehicle not previously registered in this state,
(2) the renewal of registration of any vehicle for which the registration period
expires on or after November 1, 1997, regardless of whether a renewal
application was mailed to the registered owner prior to November 1, 1997,
and (3) any renewal of a registration which expired on or before October 31,
1997, but for which the fees are not paid until on or after November 1, 1997.

Amended Ch. 217, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.

Fee: Sacramento Air Quality District
9250.2. The department shall, if requested by the Sacramento

Metropolitan Air Quality Management District pursuant to Section 41081 of
the Health and Safety Code, impose and collect a surcharge on the
registration fees for every motor vehicle registered in that district, not to
exceed either of the following amounts, whichever is applicable, as specified
by the governing body of that district:

(a) For each motor vehicle registered in that district whose registration
expires on or after December 31, 1989, and prior to December 31, 1990, two
dollars ($2).

(b) For each motor vehicle registered in that district whose registration
expires on or after December 31, 1990, not to exceed four dollars ($4).

Added Ch. 1541, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Service Fee for Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund: Reports: Suspension: 
Extension

9250.7. (a) (1) A service authority established under Section 22710 may
impose a service fee of one dollar ($1) on all vehicles, except vehicles
described in subdivision (a) of Section 5014.1, registered to an owner with an
address in the county that established the service authority. The fee shall be
paid to the department at the time of registration, or renewal of registration,
or when renewal becomes delinquent, except on vehicles that are expressly
exempted under this code from the payment of registration fees.

(2) In addition to the one dollar ($1) service fee, and upon the
implementation of the permanent trailer identification plate program, and
as part of the Commercial Vehicle Registration Act of 2001, all commercial
motor vehicles subject to Section 9400.1 registered to an owner with an
address in the county that established a service authority under this section
( ) shall pay an additional service fee of two dollars ($2).

(b) The department, after deducting its administrative costs, shall
transmit, at least quarterly, the net amount collected pursuant to
subdivision (a) to the Treasurer for deposit in the Abandoned Vehicle Trust
Fund, which is hereby created. All money in the fund is continuously
appropriated to the Controller for allocation to a service authority that has
an approved abandoned vehicle abatement program pursuant to Section
22710, and for payment of the administrative costs of the Controller. After
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deduction of its administrative costs, the Controller shall allocate the money
in the Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund to each service authority in proportion
to the revenues received from the fee imposed by that authority pursuant to
subdivision (a). If any funds received by a service authority pursuant to this
section are not expended to abate abandoned vehicles pursuant to an
approved abandoned vehicle abatement program that has been in existence
for at least two full fiscal years within 90 days of the close of the fiscal year
in which the funds were received and the amount of those funds exceeds the
amount expended by the service authority for the abatement of abandoned
vehicles in the previous fiscal year, a fee imposed pursuant to subdivision (a)
shall be suspended for one year, commencing on the July 1 following the
Controller’s determination pursuant to subdivision (e).

(c) Every service authority that imposes a fee authorized by subdivision
(a) shall issue a fiscal yearend report to the Controller on or before October
31 of each year summarizing all of the following.:

(1) The total revenues received by the service authority for the previous
fiscal year.

(2) The total expenditures by the service authority for the previous fiscal
year.

(3) The total number of vehicles abated during the previous fiscal year.
(4) The average cost per abatement during the previous fiscal year.
(5) Any additional, unexpended fee revenues for the service authority for

the previous fiscal year.
(d) Each service authority that fails to submit the report required

pursuant to subdivision (c) by November 30 of each year shall have the fee
suspended for one year pursuant to subdivision (b).

(e) On or before January 1, 2003, and on or before January 1 annually
thereafter, the Controller shall review the fiscal yearend reports submitted
by each service authority pursuant to subdivision (c) to determine if fee
revenues are being utilized in a manner consistent with the service
authority’s program. If the Controller determines that the use of the fee
revenues is not consistent with the service authority’s program, or that an
excess of fee revenues exists, as specified in subdivision (b), the authority to
collect the fee shall be suspended for one year pursuant to subdivision (b). If
the Controller determines that a service authority has not submitted a fiscal
yearend report as required in subdivision (c), the authorization to collect the
service fee shall be suspended for one year pursuant to subdivision (d). The
Controller shall inform the Department of Motor Vehicles on or before
January 1, 2003, and on or before January 1 annually thereafter, that the
authority to collect the fee is suspended. A suspension shall only occur if the
service authority has been in existence for at least two full fiscal years and
the revenue fee surpluses are in excess of those allowed under this section or
the fiscal yearend report has not been submitted.

(f) On or before January 1, 2003, and on or before January 1 annually
thereafter, the Controller shall prepare and submit to the Legislature a
revenue and expenditure summary for each service authority established
under Section 22710 that includes, but is not limited to, all of the following:

(1) The total revenues received by each service authority.
(2) The total expenditures by each service authority.
(3) The unexpended revenues for each service authority.
(4) The total number of vehicle abatements for each service authority.
(5) The average cost per abatement as provided by each service authority

to the Controller pursuant to subdivision (c).
(g) The fee imposed by a service authority shall remain in effect only for

a period of 10 years from the date that the actual collection of the fee
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commenced unless the fee is extended pursuant to this subdivision. The fee
may be extended in increments of up to 10 years each if the board of
supervisors of the county, by a two-thirds vote, and a majority of the cities
having a majority of the incorporated population within the county adopt
resolutions providing for the extension of the fee.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 819, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 272, Stats. 1997. Effective August 18, 1997. 
Amended Sec. 41, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.
Amended Sec. 19.5, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002. Supersedes Ch. 175.
Amended Sec. 216, Ch. 664, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment at the point(s) indicated, deleted the following “,”

Fee for Law Enforcement
9250.8. (a) In addition to any other fees specified in this code and the

Revenue and Taxation Code, a fee of one dollar ($1) shall be paid at the time
of registration or renewal of registration of every vehicle, except vehicles
described in subdivision (a) of Section 5014.1, subject to registration under
this code, except those vehicles that are expressly exempted under this code
from the payment of registration fees.

(b) In addition to the one dollar ($1) fee, upon the implementation of the
permanent trailer identification plate program, and as part of the
Commercial Vehicle Registration Act of 2001, all commercial motor vehicles
subject to Section 9400.1 shall pay an additional fee of two dollars ($2).

Amended Ch. 1197, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 42, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.
Amended Sec. 20, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

California Highway Patrol Law Enforcement Account: 
Use of Additional Fee

9250.9.  All fees received by the department pursuant to Section 9250.8
shall be deposited in the Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation
Fund. The money deposited in the account pursuant to this section shall be
available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for expenditure to
accomplish the following:

(a) To ensure sufficient support for those peace officer members employed
on December 31, 1994, and to support an additional 130 peace officer
members of the California Highway Patrol.

(b) To offset the costs of maintaining the uniformed field strength of the
Department of the California Highway Patrol.

Amended Ch. 1197, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Fee: Service Authority For Freeway Emergencies
9250.10. (a) (1) In addition to any other fees specified in this code and

the Revenue and Taxation Code, any additional fees imposed by a service
authority for freeway emergencies pursuant to Section 2555 of the Streets
and Highways Code shall be paid to the department at the time of
registration or renewal of registration of every vehicle, except vehicles
described in subdivision (a) of Section 5014.1, subject to registration under
this code in the subject counties, except those vehicles that are expressly
exempted under this code from the payment of registration fees.

(2) In addition to the additional fees imposed for freeway emergencies,
and upon the implementation of the permanent trailer identification plate
program, and as part of the Commercial Vehicle Registration Act of 2001, all
commercial motor vehicles subject to Section 9400.1 registered to an owner
with an address in the county that established a service authority under this
section, shall pay an additional service fee of two dollars ($2).

(b) After deducting its administrative costs, the department shall
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distribute the additional fees collected pursuant to subdivision (a) to the
authority in the county in which they were collected.

Amended Sec. 43, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 21, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Fee: South Coast Air Quality Management District: Registration Fees
9250.11. (a) In addition to any other fees specified in this code and the

Revenue and Taxation Code, a fee of one dollar ($1) may be imposed by the
South Coast Air Quality Management District and shall be paid to the
department, upon renewal of registration of any motor vehicle subject to Part
5 (commencing with Section 43000) of Division 26 of the Health and Safety
Code and registered in the south coast district, except any vehicle that is
expressly exempted under this code from the payment of registration fees.

(b) Prior to imposing fees pursuant to this section, the south coast district
board shall approve the imposition of the fees through the adoption of a
resolution by both a majority of the district board and a majority of the
district board who are elected officials. After deducting all costs incurred
pursuant to this section, the department shall distribute the additional fees
collected pursuant to subdivision (a) to the south coast district, which shall
use the fees to reduce air pollution from motor vehicles through
implementation of Sections 40448.5 and 40448.5.1 of the Health and Safety
Code.

(c) Any memorandum of understanding reached between the district and
a county prior to the imposition of a one dollar ($1) fee by a county shall
remain in effect and govern the allocation of the funds generated in that
county by that fee.

(d) The South Coast Air Quality Management District shall adopt
accounting procedures to ensure that revenues from motor vehicle
registration fees are not commingled with other program revenues.

(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as
of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, which is enacted
before January 1, 2005, deletes or extends that date.

Amended Ch. 956, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Repealed Ch. 956, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994. Operative August 1, 1999.
Repealed Sec. 3, added and repealed Sec. 4, Ch. 36, Stats. 1999. Effective June 8, 1999. 

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005,
and as of that date is repealed.

Registration Fee Surcharge: San Francisco
9250.12. (a) For purposes of this section, “county” means the City and

County of San Francisco. 
(b) In addition to any other fees specified in this code and the Revenue

and Taxation Code, a fee of four dollars ($4) shall be paid at the time of
registration or renewal of registration of every vehicle registered to an
address within a county, except those vehicles expressly exempted from
payment of registration fees and commercial vehicles weighing more than
4,000 pounds, unladen, if all of the following occur: 

(1) The county board of supervisors finds both of the following: 
(A) That there is traffic congestion within the county that can be

alleviated by the operation of public transit and that the cost of funding
public transit exceeds the revenues to be collected from a service fee imposed
on vehicles. 

(B) That the imposition of the additional registration fee will reduce the
need for any public transit fare increases during the period that the fee is in
effect. 

(2) The county board of supervisors adopts an ordinance or resolution
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imposing the additional registration fee. 
(3) The ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to paragraph (2) is

approved by two-thirds of the voters in the county who voted on the measure. 
(c) The fee imposed pursuant to this section shall apply to any original

registration occurring on or after the January 1 following the adoption of the
ordinance pursuant to paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) and to any renewal of
registration with an expiration date on or after that January 1. 

(d) After deducting all costs incurred pursuant to this section, the
department shall distribute the revenues to the county. The amount of
revenues distributed by the department to the county shall be equal to the
net amount of revenues received from that county that were derived from the
imposition of the additional fees. 

(e) Money allocated to the county pursuant to this section shall be
expended only to fund programs for the provision of public transit, including
capital outlay, security, and maintenance costs, and including, but not
limited to, removal of graffiti from public transit vehicles and facilities, and
to pay the costs of compliance with paragraph (3) of subdivision (b). 

(f) If public transit fees are increased at any time the additional
registration fee authorized by the section is in effect, the fee may not
continue to be imposed. This section shall become inoperative on the date
those fares are increased and shall be repealed on January 1 next following
that date. The board of supervisors shall notify the department of any
increase in public transit fares occurring while the additional registration fee
is in effect. 

Added Ch. 966, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Additional Fee for California Highway Patrol
9250.13. (a) (1) In addition to any other fees specified in this code and

the Revenue and Taxation Code, a fee of one dollar ($1) shall be paid at the
time of registration or renewal of registration of every vehicle, except
vehicles described in subdivision (a) of Section 5014.1, subject to registration
under this code, except those vehicles that are expressly exempted under this
code from the payment of registration fees.

(2) In addition to the one dollar ($1) fee, upon the implementation of the
permanent trailer identification plate program, and as part of the
Commercial Vehicle Registration Act of 2001, all commercial motor vehicles
subject to Section 9400.1 shall pay an additional fee of two dollars ($2).

(b) The money realized pursuant to this section shall be available, upon
appropriation by the Legislature, for expenditure to offset the costs of
increasing the uniformed field strength of the Department of the California
Highway Patrol beyond its 1994 staffing level and those costs associated with
maintaining this new level of uniformed field strength and carrying out those
duties specified in subdivision (a) of Section 830.2 of the Penal Code.

Added Ch. 1196, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 44, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001.
Amended Sec. 22, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Fees: Vehicle Theft Deterrence, Investigation, and Prosecution; 
Prosecution of Driving Under the Influence

9250.14. (a) (1) In addition to any other fees specified in this code and
the Revenue and Taxation Code, upon the adoption of a resolution by any
county board of supervisors, a fee of one dollar ($1) shall be paid at the time
of registration or renewal of registration of every vehicle, except vehicles
described in subdivision (a) of Section 5014.1, registered to an address within
that county except those expressly exempted from payment of registration
fees. The fees, after deduction of the administrative costs incurred by the
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department in carrying out this section, shall be paid quarterly to the
Controller.

(2) In addition to the one dollar ($1) service fee, and upon the
implementation of the permanent trailer identification plate program, and
as part of the Commercial Vehicle Registration Act of 2001, all commercial
motor vehicles subject to Section 9400.1 registered to an owner with an
address in the county that established a service authority under this section,
shall pay an additional service fee of two dollars ($2).

(b) Notwithstanding Section 13340 of the Government Code, the money
paid to the Controller is continuously appropriated, without regard to fiscal
years, for the administrative costs of the Controller, and for disbursement by
the Controller to each county that has adopted a resolution pursuant to
subdivision (a), based upon the number of vehicles registered, or whose
registration is renewed, to an address within that county.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, money allocated to a
county pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be expended exclusively to fund
programs that enhance the capacity of local police and prosecutors to deter,
investigate, and prosecute vehicle theft crimes. In any county with a
population of 250,000 or less, the money shall be expended exclusively for
those vehicle theft crime programs and for the prosecution of crimes
involving driving while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or both, in
violation of Section 23152 or 23153, or vehicular manslaughter in violation
of Section 191.5 or subdivision (c) of Section 192 of the Penal Code, or any
combination of those crimes.

(d) No money collected pursuant to this section shall be expended to offset
a reduction in any other source of funds, nor for any purpose not authorized
under this section.

(e) Any funds received by a county prior to January 1, 2000, pursuant to
this section that are not expended to deter, investigate, or prosecute crimes
pursuant to subdivision (c) shall be returned to the Controller, for deposit in
the Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation Fund. Those funds
received by a county after January 1, 2000, shall be expended in accordance
with this section.

(f) Each county that has adopted or adopts a resolution pursuant to
subdivision (a) shall submit, on or before the 13th day following the end of
each quarter, a quarterly expenditure and activity report to the designated
statewide Vehicle Theft Investigation and Apprehension Coordinator in the
Department of the California Highway Patrol. The coordinator shall compile
all county reports and prepare an annual report for dissemination to the
Legislature and participating counties.

(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as
of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted on or
before January 1, 2005, deletes or extends that date.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 819, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended and repealed Sec. 1, Ch. 232, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000. Repeal operative

January 1, 2005.
Amended Sec. 5.5, Ch. 1064, Stats. 2000. Effective September 30, 2000. Operative

December 31, 2001. 
Amended Sec. 23, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until
January 1, 2005, and as of that date is repealed.

Service Fee: Apportioned Vehicle Registration
9250.15. (a) In addition to any other fees specified in this code, the

department shall collect an administrative service fee in the amount
authorized under subdivision (b) for each application for registration,
renewal of registration, or supplement apportioned registration pursuant to



§9250.17 —262— Div. 3
Article 4 (commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4.
(b) The administrative service fee required to be collected under

subdivision (a) shall be at least the amount determined by the department to
be sufficient to pay membership dues to the association acting as the
repository for the International Registration Plan under Article3
(commencing with Section 8000) of Chapter 4, but may not be more than two
dollars ($2) for each application.

(c) The money collected by the department under this section, less the
department’s administrative costs in collecting and transmitting the money,
shall be available, upon appropriation, to the department for payment to the
association described in subdivision (b).

(d) Funds provided to the association under this section shall be used
exclusively for the administration and support of reciprocity activities under
the International Registration Plan.

Amended Sec. 11, Ch. 539, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Fee: Air Pollution Control Districts
9250.17. (a) The department shall, if requested by a county air pollution

control district, air quality management district, or unified or regional air
pollution control district, collect fees established pursuant to Sections 44223
and 44225 of the Health and Safety Code upon the registration or renewal of
registration of any motor vehicle registered in the district, except those
vehicles which are expressly exempted under this code from the payment of
registration fees.

(b) After deducting all costs incurred pursuant to this section, the
department shall distribute the revenues to the districts based upon the
amount of fees collected from motor vehicles registered within each district.

(c) The department may annually expend for its costs not more than the
following percentages of the fees collected pursuant to subdivision (a):

(1) Five percent during the first year after the operative date the fee is
imposed or increased.

(2) Three percent during the second year after the operative date the fee
is imposed or increased.

(3) One percent during any subsequent year.
Added Ch. 1705, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Gross Polluters: Administrative Fees
9250.18. (a) The department shall collect the administrative fee

established pursuant to Sections 44081 and 44081.6 of the Health and Safety
Code upon the renewal of registration or transfer of ownership of any motor
vehicle registered in the state. 

(b) On a monthly basis, after deducting its reasonable costs, the
department shall transmit all revenues, including accrued interest, received
pursuant to this section, for deposit in the Vehicle Inspection and Repair
Fund, for use by the Department of Consumer Affairs pursuant to Chapter 5
(commencing with Section 44000) of Part 5 of Division 26 of the Health and
Safety Code. Alternatively, the department and the Department of
Consumer Affairs may, by interagency agreement, establish a procedure for
the Department of Consumer Affairs to reimburse the department for its
reasonable costs incurred in collecting the administrative fees. 

Added Ch. 27, Stats. 1994. Effective March 30, 1994.
Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.

Vehicles: Fees: Fingerprint Identification
9250.19. (a) (1) In addition to any other fees specified in this code and

the Revenue and Taxation Code, upon the adoption of a resolution pursuant
to this subdivision by any county board of supervisors, a fee of one dollar ($1)
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shall be paid at the time of registration, renewal, or supplemental
application for apportioned registration pursuant to Article4 (commencing
with Section 8050) of Chapter 4 of every vehicle, except vehicles described in
subdivision (a) of Section 5014.1, registered to an address within that county
except those expressly exempted from payment of registration fees. The fees,
after deduction of the administrative costs incurred by the department in
carrying out this section, shall be paid quarterly to the Controller.

(2) In addition to the one dollar ($1) service fee, and upon the
implementation of the permanent trailer identification plate program, and
as part of the Commercial Vehicle Registration Act of 2001, all commercial
motor vehicles subject to Section 9400.1 registered to an owner with an
address in the county that established a service authority under this section,
shall pay an additional service fee of two dollars ($2).

(3) A resolution adopted pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include findings
as to the purpose of, and the need for, imposing the additional registration
fee, and shall identify the date after which the fee shall no longer be imposed.

(b) Notwithstanding Section 13340 of the Government Code, the money
paid to the Controller pursuant to subdivision (a) is continuously
appropriated, without regard to fiscal years, for disbursement by the
Controller to each county that has adopted a resolution pursuant to
subdivision (a), based upon the number of vehicles registered, or whose
registration is renewed, to an address within that county, or supplemental
application for apportioned registration, and, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, for the administrative costs of the Controller incurred under
this section.

(c) Money allocated to a county pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be
expended exclusively to fund programs that enhance the capacity of local law
enforcement to provide automated mobile and fixed location fingerprint
identification of individuals who may be involved in driving under the
influence of alcohol or drugs in violation of Section 23152 or 23153, or
vehicular manslaughter in violation of Section 191.5 of the Penal Code or
subdivision (c) of Section 192 of the Penal Code, or any combination of those
and other vehicle-related crimes, and other crimes committed while
operating a motor vehicle.

(d) The data from any program funded pursuant to subdivision (c) shall
be made available by the local law enforcement agency to any local public
agency that is required by law to obtain a criminal history background of
persons as a condition of employment with that local public agency. A local
law enforcement agency that provides the data may charge a fee to cover its
actual costs in providing that data.

(e) (1) No money collected pursuant to this section shall be used to offset
a reduction in any other source of funds for the purposes authorized under
this section.

(2) Funds collected pursuant to this section, upon recommendation of
local or regional Remote Access Network Boards to the Board of Supervisors,
shall be used exclusively for the purchase, by competitive bidding
procedures, and the operation of equipment which is compatible with the
Department of Justice’s Cal-ID master plan, as described in Section 11112.2
of the Penal Code, and the equipment shall interface in a manner that is in
compliance with the requirement described in the Criminal Justice
Information Services, Electronic Fingerprint Transmission Specification,
prepared by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and dated August 24, 1995.

(f) ( ) Every county that has authorized the collection of the fee
pursuant to subdivision (a) shall issue a fiscal yearend report to the
Controller on or before November 1 of each year, summarizing all of
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the following with respect to those fees:
(1) The total revenues received by the county for the fiscal year.
(2) The total expenditures and encumbered funds by the county for

the fiscal year. For purposes of this subdivision, “encumbered funds”
shall mean funding that is scheduled to be spent pursuant to a
determined schedule and for an identified purchase consistent with
this section.

(3) Any unexpended or unencumbered fee revenues for the county
for the fiscal year.

(4) The estimated annual cost of the purchase, operation, and
maintenance of automated mobile and fixed location fingerprint
equipment, related infrastructure, law enforcement enhancement
programs, and personnel created or utilized in accordance with this
section for the fiscal year. The listing shall detail the make and
model number of the equipment, and include a succinct description
of the related infrastructure items, law enforcement enhancement
programs, and the classification or title of any personnel.

(5) How the use of the funds benefits the motoring public.
(g) For each county that fails to submit the report required

pursuant to subdivision (f) by November 1 of each year, the Controller
shall notify the Department of Motor Vehicles to suspend the fee for
that county imposed pursuant to subdivision (a) for one year.

(h) If any funds received by a county pursuant to subdivision (a)
are not expended or encumbered in accordance with this section by
the close of the fiscal year in which the funds were received, the
Controller shall notify the Department of Motor Vehicles to suspend
the fee for that county imposed pursuant to subdivision (a) for one
year. For purposes of this subdivision, “encumbered funds” shall
mean funding that is scheduled to be spent pursuant to a determined
schedule and for an identified purchase consistent with this section.

(i) On or before January 1, 2004, and on January 1 annually
thereafter, the Controller shall prepare and submit to the Legislature
a revenue and expenditure summary based on the information
provided pursuant to paragraphs (1) to (3), inclusive, of subdivision
(f), for each county that has authorized the collection of the fee
pursuant to subdivision (a). The Controller shall attach to the
revenue and expenditure summary the documents provided by each
county pursuant to paragraphs (4) and (5) of subdivisions (f).

(j) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2006,
and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is
enacted before January 1, 2006, deletes or extends that date. No fee
imposed pursuant to this section may be collected beyond that date.

Added and Repealed Sec. 1, Ch. 587, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998. Repeal effective
January 1, 2003.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 921, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 46, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative December 31, 2001.
Amended Sec. 24, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 986, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the following

“The fee imposed under this section shall remain in effect only for a period of five years from the date that
the actual collection of the fee commences, unless a later enacted statute deletes or extends that period.”

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2006,
and as of that date is repealed.

Vehicles Purchased New or Registered Outside State
9252. (a) In addition to the registration fee specified in Section 9250 and

any weight fee, there shall be paid a service fee of ten dollars ($10) for the
registration within this state of every vehicle purchased new outside this
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state or previously registered outside this state. If the vehicle has been
registered and operated in this state during the same registration year in
which application for registration is made, a fee of six dollars ($6) shall be
paid.

(b) This section does not apply to vehicles registered as fleet vehicles
under Article4 (commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4, except upon
application for a certificate of ownership.

Amended Sec. 121, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Certificate Without Registration
9254. A service fee of ten dollars ($10) shall be paid to the department

for a certificate of ownership issued without registration of the vehicle.
Amended Ch. 1268, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Transfer of Registration
9255. ( ) 1 Upon application for the transfer of the title or any interest of

an owner or legal owner in or to a vehicle registered under this code, or for
which a certificate of ownership has been issued without registration under
Section 4452, other than upon a transfer to a chattel mortgagee and other
than upon a transfer to a transferee not required under this code to obtain
the issuance to the owner of a new certificate of ownership and registration
card, there shall be paid the following fees:

( ) 3 
Added Sec. 5, Ch. 291, Stats. 1997. Effective August 18, 1997. Operative July 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 17, Ch. 1007, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 758, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment, at the point(s) indicated, deleted the following:
1. “(a)”
2. “trailer,”
3. “(b) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1999, and applies to fees due or paid on

or after July 1, 1999.”

Service Fee: Rebuilt or Former Police or Taxi Vehicle
9255.1. A service fee of two dollars ($2), in addition to other required

fees, shall be paid to the department upon the initial issuance of a
registration card identifying a motor vehicle of a type included in subdivision
(b) of Section 4453. Subsequent transfers of title are exempted from the two-
dollar ($2) service fee.

Added Ch. 856, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981. Operative October 1, 1981.

Total Loss Salvage Vehicles and Dismantled Vehicles:
Inspection Fee

9255.2. (a) In addition to any other fees specified in this code and the
Revenue and Taxation Code, a fee of not more than fifty dollars ($50), as
determined by the Department of the California Highway Patrol to cover the
costs of implementing and conducting the inspection program required under
Section 5505, shall be paid to the Department of Motor Vehicles at the time

(1) For a transfer by the owner of an automobile or motorcycle . . . . $15 
(2) For a transfer by the owner of a ( ) 2 trailer coach, or com-mercial 

vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15 

(3) For a transfer by the legal owner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15 
(4) When an application is presented showing a transfer by both the 

owner and legal owner of an automobile or motorcycle . . . . . . . . $15 
(5) When an application is presented showing a transfer by both the 

owner and legal owner of a ( ) 2 trailer coach, or commercial 
vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15 
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inspection is made for initial registration or transfer of ownership of a vehicle
included in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 4453.

(b) The fees collected pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be deposited in the
Motor Vehicle Account in the State Transportation Fund. The money
deposited in the account shall be available, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, for distribution as follows:

(1) Not more than three dollars ($3) of each fee collected under
subdivision (a) to the Department of Motor Vehicles.

(2) The remainder to the Department of the California Highway Patrol.( )
Added Ch. 1008, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995. Operative July 1, 1995.
Amended and repealed Sec. 2, Ch. 450, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997. Repeal operative

January 1, 2003.
Amended Sec. 9, Ch. 670, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment at the point(s) indicated, deleted the following “(c) This section shall re-

main in effect only until January 1, 2003, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted
statute, that is enacted on or before January 1, 2003, deletes or extends that date.”

Title Transfer Fee: Forfeited Vehicle
9255.3. Notwithstanding Section 9255, any vehicle transferred

pursuant to Section 14607.6 shall be subject to a title transfer fee equal to
the departments actual cost of processing that transfer. 

Added Ch. 1133, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Fee: Unavailable Certificates
9255.5. Upon application for transfer of registration pursuant to Section

5911, a fee as specified in Section 9265 shall be paid to the department in
addition to the regular transfer fee.

Added Ch. 497, Stats. 1978. Effective January 1, 1979.

Filing Chattel Mortgage
9256. Upon filing with the department an application for transfer of

registration to the chattel mortgagee as provided herein there shall be paid
to the department a fee of three dollars ($3) for each vehicle registered under
this code described in and subject to the chattel mortgage.

Amended Ch. 1717, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Installation of Engine or Motor
9257. Every notice of the installation in a vehicle of a motor vehicle

engine or motor required to be filed under Section 4161 shall be accompanied
by a filing fee of two dollars ($2).

One-trip Permit
9258. A fee of ten dollars ($10) shall be paid to the department for each

one-trip permit issued pursuant to Section 4003.
Amended Ch. 541, Stats. 1981. Effective September 17, 1981.

One-Trip Permit: Trailer or Semitrailer
9258.5. A fee of thirty-five dollars ($35) shall be paid to the department

for each one-trip permit issued pursuant to Section 4003.5.
Amended Ch. 625, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Fleet Vehicle Device Fee
9259. A fee of two dollars ($2) shall be paid for each sticker or device

issued under Article4 (commencing with Section 8050) of Chapter 4 of
Division 3 or for each vehicle in a fleet upon transfer of ownership as
provided in Section 8054.

Amended Ch. 1241, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Additional Operating Area or Registration: Fee for Optional Telephone 
Service

9259.3. For each application to include an additional operating area or a
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registration issued under Article4 (commencing with Section 8050) of
Chapter 4 of Division 3, the department shall require a deposit in an amount
determined by the department to be sufficient to ensure compliance with
that article.

Added Sec. 12, Ch. 539, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Fee for Optional Telephone Service
9259.5. For each application for immediate telephone service for a

registration issued under Article4 (commencing with Section 8050) of
Chapter 4 of Division 3, the department shall impose a fee in an amount
determined by the department to be sufficient to cover its administrative
costs under this section.

Added Sec. 13, Ch. 539, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Fees for Permits: Limited Term or Trip Permit
9260. (a) The fee for a temporary registration issued under Section 4004

is one-quarter of the annual fees in Division 3 (commencing with Section
4000) of this code and Part 5 (commencing with Section 10701) of Division 2
of the Revenue and Taxation Code, for the period that the vehicle is to be
operated in this state.

(b) The fee for a trip permit issued under Section 4004 is forty-five dollars
($45) for each commercial motor vehicle.

Amended Sec. 47, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Fee for Identification Plate: Exception
9261. (a) A service fee of seven dollars ($7) shall be paid for an

identification plate issued pursuant to Section 5014. Publicly owned special
construction equipment, cemetery equipment, special mobile
equipment, logging vehicles, and implements of husbandry are exempt from
the service charge.

(b) A service fee of seven dollars ($7) shall be paid for an identification
plate issued pursuant to Section 5016.5.

(c) Upon application for the transfer of interest of an owner in a piece of
equipment, vehicle, or implement of husbandry identified pursuant to
Section 5014, the transferee shall pay a fee of seven dollars ($7).

(d) A fee of three dollars ($3) shall be paid upon the renewal of an
identification plate issued pursuant to Section 5014 or 5016.5.

Amended Sec. 48, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Fees: License and Special Plates
9262. (a) The fee for a license issued to dealers and lessor-retailers is as

follows:
(1) For the original license, or an ownership change which requires a new

application, except as provided by Section 42231, a nonrefundable fee of one
hundred fifty dollars ($150).

(2) For the annual renewal of a license, a fee of one hundred dollars
($100).

(3) If an alteration of an existing license is caused by a firm name change,
address change, change in the corporate officer structure, or the addition of
a branch location, a fee of seventy dollars ($70).

(b) The fee for a license issued to dismantlers, manufacturers,
manufacturer branches, remanufacturers, remanufacturer branches,
transporters, distributors, and distributor branches is as follows:

(1) For the original license, or an ownership change which requires a new
application, except as provided by Section 42231, a nonrefundable fee of one
hundred dollars ($100).
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(2) For the annual renewal of a license, a fee of eighty-five dollars ($85).
(3) If an alteration of an existing license is caused by a firm name change,

address change, or the addition of a branch location, a fee of fifty dollars
($50).

(4) If an alteration of an existing license is caused by a change in the
corporate officer structure, a fee of seventy dollars ($70).

(c) The fee for a license issued to representatives is as follows:
(1) For the original license, or an ownership change which requires a new

application, except as provided by Section 42231, a nonrefundable fee of fifty
dollars ($50).

(2) For the annual renewal of a license, a fee of eighty-five dollars ($85).
(d) The fee for an autobroker’s endorsement to a dealer’s license is as

follows:
(1) For the original endorsement, a nonrefundable fee of fifty dollars

($50).
(2) For the annual renewal of the endorsement, a fee of twenty-five

dollars ($25).
(e) When the holder of a license for which a fee is provided in this section

applies for special plates as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 11505 or
subdivision (b) of Section 11714, the fee for the plates and the annual
renewal of the plates is the prevailing vehicle registration fee as set forth in
Section 9250 for the period for which the special plates are issued or
renewed.

Amended Ch. 1253, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 211, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Dealer and Lessor-Retailer Licenses: Use of Fees
9262.5. It is the intent of the Legislature, in amending Section 9262 in

1990 to increase the fee for the annual renewal of the license of a dealer and
of a lessor-retailer to one hundred dollars ($100), that fifteen dollars ($15) of
that increase shall, when appropriated, be utilized by the department for the
investigation of those dealers and lessor-retailers who demonstrate the
greatest potential for causing losses to consumers as shown by repeated
consumer complaints, habitual violations of the requirements of their
licenses, the issuance of a probationary license by the department, or a
violation of other standards and criteria established by the department for
these purposes.

Added Ch. 90, Stats. 1990. Effective May 9, 1991.

Investigation Service Fee
9263. Any automobile dismantler who fails to comply with Section

11520, or any other person who fails to comply with Section 5500 or 11520,
shall pay an investigation service fee of fifteen dollars ($15).

Amended Ch. 1022, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Duplicates: Fees
9265. Upon application for duplicates or substitutes as permitted under

this code, the following fees shall be paid:
(a) For a duplicate certificate of ownership or registration card or 

equipment identification card ......................................................................$7
(b) For any duplicate license plates, except environmental license

plates, or substitute plates, or equipment identification plate for the 
same vehicle ....................................................................................................7

Amended Ch. 1077, Stats. 1984. Effective July 1, 1985.

Schoolbus Lessors: Temporary Permit Fee
9266. The fee for a temporary permit issued under Section 5010 is one-
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tenth of the annual fees in Division 3 (commencing with Section 4000) of this
code and Part 5 (commencing with Section 10701) of Division 2 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code, for each calendar month that the vehicle is to
be operated in this state. There shall be no proration of fees for any fraction
of a calendar month.

Added Ch. 871, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Monthly Fees for Temporary Permit for Privately Owned Schoolbus
9266.5. The fee for a temporary permit issued under subdivision (b) of

Section 9102.5 is one-tenth of the annual fees in Division 3 (commencing with
Section 4000) of this code and Part 5 (commencing with Section 10701) of
Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, for each calendar month that
the vehicle is to be operated in this state. There shall be no proration of fees
for any fraction of a calendar month.

Added Ch. 1489, Stats. 1971. Operative May 3, 1972.
Amended Ch. 147, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Motorcycles: Original Registration
9268. In addition to any other registration fee and notwithstanding

Section 9559, an additional fee of one dollar ($1) shall be collected upon the
original registration of a motorcycle pursuant to Section 4150.2.

Added Ch. 887, Stats. 1970. Operative January 1, 1972.

Licensed Automobile Dismantler: Waiver of Fees and Penalties
9269. A licensed automobile dismantler who acquires, for the purpose of

dismantling, a vehicle of a type subject to registration under this code, and
who complies with Section 11520, is not required to pay fees or penalties that
would otherwise be required if that vehicle were to be currently registered.

Amended Ch. 1352, Stats. 1990. Effective September 27, 1990.

Fee to Expedite Completion of Application
9270. The department may charge a service fee of not more than fifteen

dollars ($15), in addition to other fees payable under this code, for the
completion of an initial registration or transfer of registration of a vehicle
within 72 hours after receipt of a complete and proper registration
application. This service shall be available only at the department’s
headquarters office in Sacramento.

This section shall become operative on July 1, 1985.
Amended Ch. 628, Stats. 1984. Effective July 1, 1985.

Inspection Fees
9271. In addition to any other fees specified in this code, a fee sufficient

to cover the department’s costs for the inspections performed pursuant to
Section 5505 shall be charged to register a vehicle which has been declared
a total loss salvage vehicle pursuant to Section 11515 or which has been
reported to have been dismantled pursuant to Section 5500 or 11520.

Amended Ch. 1360, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Article 3. Weight Fees

Weight Fees for Commercial Motor Vehicles with Declared Gross 
Vehicle Weight 10,000 lbs. or Less

9400. Except as provided in Section 9400.1, and in addition to any other
registration fee, there shall be paid the fees set forth in this section for the
registration of any commercial motor vehicle that operates with unladen
weight. Weight fees for pickup trucks are calculated under this section.
Whenever a camper is temporarily attached to a motor vehicle designed to
transport property, the motor vehicle shall be subject to the fees imposed by
this section. The camper shall be deemed to be a load, and fees imposed by
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this section upon the motor vehicle shall be based upon the unladen weight
of the motor vehicle, exclusive of the camper.

(a) For any electric vehicle designed, used, or maintained as described in
this section, fees shall be paid according to the following schedule:

Unladen Weight Fee 
Less than 6,000 lbs..............................................................................$ 87
6,000 lbs. or more but less than 10,000 lbs. ...................................... 266

10,000 lbs. or more ................................................................................358

(b) For any motor vehicle having not more than two axles and designed,
used, or maintained as described in this section, other than an electric
vehicle, fees shall be paid according to the following schedule:

Unladen Weight Fee 
Less than 3,000 lbs................................................................................$ 8 
3,000 lbs. to and including 4,000 lbs. ...................................................24 
4,001 lbs. to and including 5,000 lbs. ...................................................80 
5,001 lbs. to and including 6,000 lbs. .................................................154 
6,001 lbs. to and including 7,000 lbs. .................................................204 
7,001 lbs. to and including 8,000 lbs. .................................................257
8,001 lbs. to and including 9,000 lbs. .................................................308
9,001 lbs. to and including 10,000 lbs. ...............................................360

(c) For any motor vehicle having three or more axles designed, used, or
maintained as described in this section, other than an electric vehicle, fees
shall be paid according to the following schedule:

Unladen Weight Fee
2,000 lbs. to and including 3,000 lbs.. ...............................................$ 43 
3,001 lbs. to and including 4,000 lbs.. ..................................................77 
4,001 lbs. to and including 5,000 lbs.. ................................................154 
5,001 lbs. to and including 6,000 lbs.. ................................................231 
6,001 lbs. to and including 7,000 lbs.. ................................................308 
7,001 lbs. to and including 8,000 lbs.. ................................................385 
8,001 lbs. to and including 9,000 lbs.. ................................................462 
9,001 lbs. to and including 10,000 lbs.. ..............................................539 

(d) This section is not applicable to any vehicle that is operated or moved
over the highway exclusively for the purpose of historical exhibition or other
similar noncommercial purpose.

(e)  The fee changes effected by this section apply to (1) initial or original
registration on or after January 1, 1995, and prior to December 31, 2001, of
any commercial vehicle never before registered in this state and (2) to
renewal of registration of any commercial vehicle whose registration expires
on or after January 1, 1995, and prior to December 31, 2001. 

(f) Commercial vehicles, other than those specified in Section 9400.1,
with an initial registration or renewal of registration that is due on or after
December 31, 2001, are subject to the payment of fees specified in this
section.

Amended Sec. 3.5, Ch. 973, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 25, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Weight Fees for Commercial Motor Vehicles with Declared Gross 
Vehicle Weight Over10,000 lbs.

9400.1. (a) (1) In addition to any other registration fee, there shall be
paid the fees set forth in this section for the registration of commercial motor
vehicles operated either singly or in combination with a declared gross
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vehicle weight of 10,001 pounds or more. Pickup truck and electric vehicle
weight fees are not calculated under this section.

(2) The weight of a vehicle issued an identification plate pursuant to an
application under Section 5014, and the weight of an implement of
husbandry as defined in Section 36000, shall not be considered when
calculating, pursuant to this section, the declared gross vehicle weight of a
towing commercial motor vehicle that is owned and operated exclusively by
a farmer or an employee of a farmer in the conduct of agricultural operations.

(3) Tow trucks that are utilized to render assistance to the motoring
public or to tow or carry impounded vehicles shall pay fees in accordance with
this section, except that the fee calculation shall be based only on the gross
vehicle weight rating of the towing or carrying vehicle. Upon each initial or
transfer application for registration of a tow truck described in this
paragraph, the registered owner or lessee or that owner’s or lessee’s
designee, shall certify to the department the gross vehicle weight rating of
the tow truck.
Gross Vehicle Weight Range Fee 
10,001-15,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 257
15,001-20,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353
20,001-26,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435
26,001-30,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 552
30,001-35,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 648
35,001-40,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 761
40,001-45,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 837
45,001-50,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 948
50,001-54,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,039
55,000-60,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,173
60,001-65,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,282
65,001-70,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,398
70,001-75,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,650
75,001-80,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,700

(b) The fee changes effected by this section apply to (1) initial or original
registration on and after December 31, 2001, of any commercial motor
vehicle operated either singly or in combination with a declared gross vehicle
weight of 10,001 pounds or more and (2) to renewal of registration of any
commercial motor vehicle operated either singly or in combination, with a
declared gross vehicle weight of 10,001 pounds or more for which registration
expires on or after December 31, 2001.

(c) (1) In addition to the fees set forth in subdivision (a), a Cargo Theft
Interdiction Program Fee of three dollars ($3) shall be paid at the time of
initial or original registration or renewal of registration of each motor vehicle
subject to weight fees under this section.

(2) This subdivision does not apply to vehicles used or maintained for the
transportation of persons for hire, compensation or profit, pickup trucks, and
tow trucks.

(3) For vehicles registered under Article4 (commencing with Section
8050) of Chapter 4, the fee imposed under this subdivision shall be
apportioned as required for registration fees under that article.

(4) Funds collected pursuant to the Cargo Theft Interdiction Program
shall not be proportionately reduced for each month and shall be transferred
to the Motor Carriers Safety Improvement Fund.
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(d) Notwithstanding Section 42270 or any other provision of law, of the
moneys collected by the department under this section, eighty-two dollars
($82) for each initial, original, and renewal registration shall be reported
monthly to the Controller, and at the same time, deposited in the State
Treasury to the credit of the Motor Vehicle Account in the State
Transportation Fund. All other moneys collected by the department under
this section shall be deposited to the credit of the State Highway Account in
the State Transportation Fund. Eighty-two dollars ($82) of the fee imposed
under this section shall not be proportionately reduced for each month. For
vehicles registered under Article4 (commencing with Section 8050) of
Chapter 4, the fee shall be apportioned as required for registration under
that article.

Added Sec. 50, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 26.5, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Assessment of Cargo Theft Interdiction Fee: Refund or Credit
9400.3. (a) In order to ensure that Chapter 973 of the Statutes of 2000

is implemented as originally intended by the Legislature, the department
may not asses the Cargo Theft Interdiction Program fee upon any
commercial motor vehicle that has a declared gross vehicle weight of less
than 10,001 pounds.

(b) The department shall issue refunds of, or credits for, any Cargo Theft
Interdiction Program fee that is assessed upon a vehicle that does not meet
the minimum weights described in Section 9400.1 or is a pickup truck or an
electric vehicle.

Added Sec. 27, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Congestion Management Plan: Truck Hours of Operation
9400.7. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, except for

restrictions in existence on June 1, 1989, and except as provided in
subdivision (d), so long as any increases in the weight fees required by
Section 9400, as enacted by Assembly Bill 471 of the 1989-90 Regular
Session, remain in effect, no local agency located within an urbanized area
within a county which is required to prepare a congestion management plan
pursuant to Section 65089 of the Government Code may restrict the hours of
operation on any street or highway which is otherwise open to truck use
unless the local agency determines that the restriction is consistent with the
adopted congestion management plan and is coordinated with adjacent local
agencies so as to not unreasonably interfere with truck operations.

(b) If an inconsistency in access occurs between cities and counties, the
inconsistent access provisions of the congestion management plan may be
appealed to the California Transportation Commission. The commission
shall review the inconsistent access plan and make a finding within 90 days
of the appeal being filed. If the commission fails to make a finding within 90
days, the Director of Transportation shall review the issue and make a
finding within 30 days.

(c) The access provisions of the congestion management plan shall not go
into effect while an appeal is being made. If the commission makes a finding
of inconsistency, the access provisions of the congestion management plan
shall not become operative.

(d) (1) This section does not apply to Los Angeles County if the City of Los
Angeles establishes restrictions on the hours of operation on any street or
highway which is otherwise open to truck use.

(2) If the City of Los Angeles establishes restrictions under paragraph (1)
and any other city in the County of Los Angeles establishes restrictions on
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the hours of operation on any street or highway which is otherwise open to
truck use, the restrictions in that other city shall conform to the restrictions
imposed by the City of Los Angeles, except that the other city may appeal
noncomforming restrictions to the commission pursuant to subdivision (b) for
a determination as to whether a variance from this paragraph should be
granted.

(3) The Legislature finds and declares that, because of unique and special
traffic congestion problems in the County of Los Angeles and in the City of
Los Angeles, the general provisions of this section cannot be made applicable
to that county.

Added Ch. 1337, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Additional Fees: Prohibition
9400.8. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the voters

approve Senate Constitutional Amendment 1 of the 1989-90 Regular
Session, no local agency may impose a tax, permit fee, or other charge for the
privilege of using its streets or highways, other than a permit fee for extra
legal loads, after December 31, 1990, unless the local agency had imposed the
fee prior to June 1, 1989.

Added Ch. 1337, Stats. 1989.Effective January 1, 1990.

Weight Fee for Pre-1937 Year Model Vehicles
9401. (a) Motor vehicles manufactured in or prior to 1936, are exempted

from the payment of the weight fees provided for in Section 9400.
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), any person who owns and operates a

commercial vehicle manufactured in or prior to 1936 which is registered to
such person, may pay the appropriate weight fees, and the department shall
issue license plates of the same type as are issued to vehicles which are
required to pay weight fees for such vehicles.

Added Ch. 622, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Station Wagons
9404. (a) Station wagons, except those used in the transportation of

passengers for hire, are exempted from the payment of weight fees provided
for in Section 9400.

Any provision of this code notwithstanding, any person, (1) who is bona
fide engaged in a business, and who owns and operates a station wagon
which is registered in the name of such business, or (2) who is bona fide
engaged in a business as an employee and who is required by such
employment to own and operate a station wagon, which is registered to such
person, may pay the appropriate weight fees, and the department shall issue
license plates of the same type as are issued to vehicles which are required
to pay weight fees.

(b) For purposes of this section, “engaged in a business” means engaged
in a bona fide trade, business, commerce, or in a profession in which the
measurement of land, construction quantities, or the dimension of
structures, is a function authorized to be performed by the license issued for
such profession, but does not include being engaged in any other type of
profession.

Amended Ch. 531, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Agricultural Water-Well Boring Rigs
9405. Agricultural water-well boring rigs are exempt from the fees

provided in Section 9400.

Alterations or Additions to Vehicles
9406. Alterations or additions to registered vehicles for which fees have
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been paid under Section 9400 or 9400.1 placing the vehicles in weight fee
classifications under Section 9400 or 9400.1 greater than the weight fees
previously paid shall be reported to the department and at the same time the
difference between the weight fee previously paid, reduced as provided in
Section 9407, and the greater weight fee, reduced as provided in Section
9407, shall be paid to the department upon the operation of the vehicles in
the greater weight fee classification under Section 9400 or 9400.1.

Amended Sec. 51, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Application to Operate at Higher Declared Gross Vehicle Weight
9406.1. Prior to operation of a vehicle at a declared gross vehicle weight

greater than reported to, and registered by, the department, the owner shall
make application to the department and pay all appropriate fees.

Added Sec. 52, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Reduced Fees for Portion of a Year
9407. The fee required under Section 9400 and 9400.1 shall be reduced

proportionately for each month which has elapsed since the expiration of the
last issued registration certificate if either of the following applies:

(a) Application for registration is made after the first month of any
registration year and a certification was filed pursuant to subdivision (a) of
Section 4604.

(b) Application for registration of a vehicle registered on a partial year
basis is made after the first month following expiration and a certification
was filed pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 9706.

Amended Sec. 28, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Credit for Fees Paid
9408. (a) Whenever any registered commercial vehicle, including, but

not limited to, any commercial vehicle operating in California with
apportioned registration, for which fees have been paid under Section 9400
or 9400.1 is withdrawn from service in this state before the expiration of the
registration, the owner may surrender the registration card and license
plates previously issued for the vehicle to the department and, within 90
days of the time of withdrawal, make application for the registration of
another commercial vehicle which is subject to the fees specified in Section
9400 or 9400.1. If the vehicle that is withdrawn from service is operating in
this state under Article4 (commencing with Section 8050 of Chapter 4, credit
for any unused fees paid under Section 9400 or 9400.1 may be applied only
to a commercial vehicle concurrently added to the same apportioned fleet.

(b) Under the circumstances described in subdivision (a), and upon a
proper showing of the facts, the department upon determining the fees
payable under this division shall allow as credit thereon the unexpired
portion, as of the month of the application, of the fee paid under Section 9400
or 9400.1 for the previous registration, but, in addition to fees otherwise
payable under this division less any credit, shall charge and collect an
additional fee of two dollars ($2) for issuance of the new registration.

Amended Sec. 53, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Amended Sec. 29, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Forklift Trucks
9409. Any forklift truck which is designed primarily for loading and

unloading and for stacking materials and is operated or drawn along a
highway unladen is exempt from the provisions of Section 9400.

Added Ch. 1395, Stats. 1963. Effective September 20, 1963.
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Disabled Person’s Exemption: Weight Fees
9410. (a) One commercial vehicle weighing less than 8,001 pounds

unladen, which displays the distinguishing license plate designated in, and
is registered to a person who qualifies for the exemption provided by, Section
22511.5, or one commercial vehicle weighing less than 8,001 pounds
unladen, which is not registered to a disabled person who qualifies for that
exemption but which has been assigned and displays a distinguishing license
plate and is used primarily for the transportation of the disabled person, is
exempt from the weight fees provided for in Section 9400.

(b) A commercial vehicle displaying a distinguishing placard pursuant to
Section 22511.5 is not exempt from weight fees.

Amended Sec. 11, Ch. 825, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Article 4. Payment of Fees

Fees for Special Plates
9550. All fees required to be paid by a vehicle dealer, manufacturer,

manufacturer branch, remanufacturer, remanufacturer branch, distributor,
distributor branch, representative, or transporter, in accordance with this
code, for any license or special plates shall be paid at the time application is
made to the department.

Amended Ch. 1286, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Automobile Dismantlers
9551. All fees required to be paid by an automobile dismantler, in

accordance with this code, for any license, or special plates, shall be paid at
the time application is made to the department.

Amended Ch. 1214, Stats. 1971. Effective May 3, 1972.

Vehicle License Fees Offset
9551.2. (a) When an application is made for a renewal or initial

registration of a vehicle, the department shall apply the amount of any
operative offset established by subdivision (a) of Section 10754 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code. The department shall alter its billing notice for
vehicle license fees to indicate the amount of the vehicle license fee for each
vehicle as calculated under Section 10752 or 10752.1 of the Revenue and
Taxation Code, or under Section 18115 of the Health and Safety Code, and
the amount of the applicable offset as required by subdivision (a) of Section
10754 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. The amount of the offset shall be
identified on the billing notice as the “VLF Offset.” The Department of Motor
Vehicles shall, as required by Section 11000 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code, provide information to the Controller with respect to the amount of
offsets subject to this subdivision.

(b) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1999, or on that earlier
date that is determined by both the director of the department, and the
Director of the Department of Housing and Community Development, to be
feasible for the implementation of this section.

Added Sec. 104, Ch. 322, Stats. 1998. Effective August 20, 1998. Operative July 1, 1999.

Delinquent Fee
9552. (a) Whenever any vehicle is operated upon any highway of this

state without the ( ) 1 fees first having been paid as required by this
code, and those fees have not been paid within 20 days of its first
operation, those fees are delinquent, except as provided in
subdivision (b).

(b) Fees are delinquent whenever application for renewal of
registration, or any application for renewal of special license plates,
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is made after midnight of the expiration date of the registration or
special plates, or 60 days after the date the registered owner is
notified by the department pursuant to Section 1661, whichever is
later.

(c) Whenever any person has received as transferee a properly endorsed
certificate of ownership and the transfer fee has not been paid as required by
this code within 10 days, the fee is delinquent.( ) 2 

(d) Whenever any person becomes an automobile dismantler, dealer,
manufacturer, manufacturer branch, distributor, distributor branch, or
transporter without first having paid the license and special plate fees as
required by this code, the fees are delinquent.

Amended Ch. 1241, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.
Amended Sec. 13, Ch. 805, Stats. 2002. Effective September 22, 2002. 
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “registration fee first having been paid as required by this code that fee is delinquent, except

that a renewal registration fee is delinquent 60 days after the date the registered owner is notified
by the department pursuant to Section 1661. The fact that the required notice was given shall be
indicated by a notation in the departments records”

2. “(c)”

Penalties for Delinquency
9553. (a) A penalty shall be added upon any delinquent application

( ) 1 as provided in Section 9552, except as provided in Section 4604 or
9706, or in subdivision (b).

(b) ( ) 2 When renewal fee penalties have not accrued with respect to a
vehicle and the vehicle is transferred, the transferee has 20 days from the
date of the transfer to pay the registration fees which become due without
payment of ( ) 3 penalties or to file a certification pursuant to subdivision (a)
of Section 4604 if the vehicle will not be operated, moved, or left standing
upon any highway during the subsequent registration year, ( ) 4 except as
provided in subdivision (c).

(c) (1) A dealer or lessor-retailer submitting an application for
registration or transfer of a used vehicle shall have 30 days from the date of
sale to submit the fees, without the penalty that otherwise would be required
under subdivision (a).

(2) This subdivision does not apply to penalties due or accrued prior to the
date of sale by the dealer or lessor-retailer.

(d) ( ) 5 A penalty shall be added if the fees specified in Section 9255
are not paid within 20 days after they become delinquent.

(e) In addition to the imposition of monetary fines or fees as specified in
this section, delinquent registration may result in impoundment of the
vehicle pursuant to Section 22651.

Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 600, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 6.2, Ch. 22, Stats. 1999. Effective May 26, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 14, Ch. 805, Stats. 2002. Effective September 22, 2002. 
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “for renewal of registration or any application for renewal of special license plates made after

midnight of the expiration date of the registration or special plates”
2. “Except as provided in subdivision (c), when”
3. “any that otherwise would be required under subdivision (a)”
4. “without first making application for registration of the vehicle including full payment of all

fees”
5. “If the fee specified in Sections 9255 and 9257 is not paid within 20 days after it becomes

delinquent, a penalty shall be added thereto.”

Apportioned Registration: Underpaid Fees
9553.5. (a) Whenever the total registration, weight, and vehicle

license fees have not been paid in full for an application for
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registration of vehicles registered pursuant to Article4 (commencing
with Section 8050) of Chapter 4, the registrant shall have 20 days
from the date of notice by the department to pay the balance of the
fees due.

(b) Failure to pay the balance of the fees due within 20 days shall
subject the application to penalties, as defined in Sections 9554 and
9554.5, on the unpaid portion of the California fees due.

Added Sec. 8, Ch. 758, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

Computation of Penalty; Renewal of Registration
9554. (a) (1) The penalty shall be computed as provided in Sections

9406 and 9559 and shall be collected with the fee, except that the penalty for
delinquency with respect to any transfer is ten dollars ($10) and applies only
to the last transfer. ( ) 1

(2) A penalty shall be added on any application for renewal of
registration made later than midnight of the date of expiration or on or after
the date penalties become due. The penalty shall be computed after the
registration and weight fees have been combined with the license fee
specified in Section 10751 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, as follows: ( ) 2 

(A) For a delinquency period of 10 days or less, the penalty is 10 percent
of the fee. ( ) 3 

(B) For a delinquency period of more than 10 days to and including 30
days, the penalty is 20 percent of the fee.( ) 4 

(C) For a delinquency period of more than 30 days to and including one
year, the penalty is 60 percent of the fee. ( ) 5 

(D) For a delinquency period of more than one year to and including two
years, the penalty is 80 percent of the fee. ( ) 6 

(E) For a delinquency period of more than two years, the penalty is 160
percent of the fee.

(3) This subdivision applies to the renewal of registration for
vehicles with expiration dates on or before December 31, 2002.

(b) Penalties specified in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of this
subdivision shall be computed as provided in Section 9559 and shall
be collected with the fee, except that the penalty for delinquency with
respect to any transfer is ten dollars ($10) and applies only to the last
transfer. A penalty shall be added on any application for a renewal
of registration made later than midnight of the date of expiration or
on or after the date penalties become due.

(1) (A) For a delinquency period of 10 days or less, the penalty is
ten dollars ($10).

(B) For a delinquency period of more than 10 days, to and
including 30 days, the penalty is fifteen dollars ($15).

(C) For a delinquency period of more than 30 days, to and
including one year, the penalty is thirty dollars ($30).

(D) For a delinquency period of more than one year, to and
including two years, the penalty is fifty dollars ($50).

(E) For a delinquency period of more than two years, the penalty
is one hundred dollars ($100).

(2) The penalty on the weight fee and the vehicle license fee shall
be computed after the weight fee as provided in Section 9400 or 9400.1
plus the vehicle license fee specified in Section 10751 of the Revenue
and Taxation Code have been added together as follows:

(A) For a delinquency period or 10 days or less, the penalty is 10
percent of the fee.
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(B) For a delinquency period exceeding 10 days, to and including
30 days, the penalty is 20 percent of the fee.

(C) For a delinquency period of more than 30 days, to and
including one year, the penalty is 60 percent of the fee.

(D) For a delinquency period of more than one year, to and
including two years, the penalty is 80 percent of the fee.

(E) For a delinquency period of more than two years, the penalty
is 160 percent of the fee.

(3) Weight fees not reported and not paid within 20 days, as
required by Section 9406, shall be assessed a penalty on the difference
in the weight fee, as follows:

(A) For a delinquency period or 10 days or less, the penalty is 10
percent of the fee.

(B) For a delinquency period exceeding 10 days, to and including
30 days, the penalty is 20 percent of the fee.

(C) For a delinquency period of more than 30 days, to and
including one year, the penalty is 60 percent of the fee.

(D) For a delinquency period of more than one year, to and
including two years, the penalty is 80 percent of the fee.

(E) For a delinquency period of more than two years, the penalty
is 160 percent of the fee.

(4) This subdivision applies to the renewal of registration for
vehicles with expiration dates on or after January 1, 2003.

Amended Ch. 292, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Sec. 15, Ch. 805, Stats. 2002. Effective September 22, 2002. 
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “(b)”
2. “(1)”
3. “(2)”
4. “(3)”
5. “(4)”
6. “(5)”

Vehicle License Fees Offset: Penalty Reduction
9554.1. The amount of any penalty calculated pursuant to Section 9554

or subdivision (b) of Section 18116 of the Health and Safety Code shall be
reduced by the amount of any offset implemented pursuant to Section 10754
of the Revenue and Taxation Code, or any portion of the amount of that
offset.

Added Sec. 105, Ch. 322, Stats. 1998. Effective August 20, 1998.

Operation of Commercial Motor Vehicle at Greater Gross Vehicle 
Weight: Fees and Penalties

9554.2. Upon the operation of a commercial motor vehicle at a greater
gross vehicle weight than had been reported to and registered by the
department, a new registration application shall be made to the department.
The greater declared gross vehicle weight fee as required in Section 9400.1
and any penalties defined in this code shall be paid to the department.

Amended Sec. 54, Ch. 861, Stats. 2000. Effective September 29, 2000. Operative
December 31, 2001.

Computation of Penalty: Original Registration
9554.5. (a) A penalty shall be added on any application for original

registration made later than midnight of the date of expiration or on or after
the date penalties become due. The penalty shall be computed after the
registration and weight fees have been combined with the license fee
specified in Section 10751 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, as follows: ( ) 1 

(1) For a delinquency period of one year or less, the penalty is 40 percent
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of the fee. ( ) 2 
(2) For a delinquency period of more than one year to and including two

years, the penalty is 80 percent of the fee. ( ) 3 
(3) For a delinquency period of more than two years, the penalty is 160

percent of the fee.
(4) This subdivision applies to applications for an original

registration where the date for which fees are due is on or before
December 31, 2002.

(b) The penalties specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be
added to any delinquent application for original registration made
on or after the date penalties become due.

(1) The penalty for the registration fee provided in Section 9250 is
as follows:

(A) For a delinquency period of one year or less, the penalty is
thirty dollars ($30).

(B) For a delinquency period of more than one year, to and
including two years, the penalty is fifty dollars ($50).

(C) For a delinquency period of more than two years, the penalty
is one hundred dollars ($100).

(2) The penalty on the weight fee and vehicle license fee shall be
computed after the weight fee as provided in Section 9400 or 9400.1
plus the vehicle license fee specified in Section 10751 of the Revenue
and Taxation Code have been added together, as follows:

(A) For a delinquency period of one year or less, the penalty is 40
percent of the fee.

(B) For a delinquency period of more than one year, to and
including two years, the penalty is 80 percent of the fee.

(C) For a delinquency period of more than two years, the penalty
is 160 percent of the fee.

(3) This subdivision shall apply to original registrations where
the date the fee is due is on or after January 1, 2003.

Added Ch. 292, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Sec. 16, Ch. 805, Stats. 2002. Effective September 22, 2002. 
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “(a)”
2. “(b)”
3. “(c)”

Delinquent Trailer Coach Fees
9555. Whenever any trailer coach is in this state without the

registration fee having first been paid as required by this code, the fee is
delinquent.

Delinquent Renewal of Registration
9556. Whenever any person or organization authorized by the

department under Section 4610 receives an application for renewal of
registration accompanied by the proper fee and endorses a receipt or
validates a registration card or potential registration card in respect to the
application for renewal of registration prior to midnight on the date
registration expires in any year, the application and payment of fees shall
not be deemed delinquent or subject to penalty, except that the person or
organization so receiving the application and fees shall transmit the
application and fees to the department as promptly as practicable in the
immediate course of business.

This section shall become operative on March 8, 1976, unless a later
enacted statute, which is chaptered before March 8, 1976, deletes or extends
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such date.
Repealed and added Ch. 1330, Stats. 1974. Operative March 8, 1976.

Transmittal of Fees by Mail
9557. (a) No penalty shall be imposed for delinquent payment of any fee

required to be paid under this code in the event any instrument for effective
payment of such fee is placed in the United States mail or in any postal box
maintained by the United States Postal Service with sufficient identification
in an envelope with postage thereon prepaid and addressed to the
Department of Motor Vehicles at Sacramento, or to one of the regularly
established branch offices of the department or to any person or organization
authorized by the department under Section 4610, prior to the date or time
the fee becomes delinquent.

(b) Any person so mailing an instrument for payment of any fee may file
with the department a certificate in writing showing compliance with the
provisions of this section. The certificate shall be accepted by the department
as prima facie evidence of such mailing.

Added Ch. 389, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Fees Paid by Check
9558. If a check in payment of a fee or penalty is not paid by the bank on

which it is drawn on its first presentation, the person tendering the check
remains liable for the payment of the fee, or fee and penalty, as if he had not
tendered the check. The department in its discretion may redeposit a check
in payment of the fee, or the fee and penalty, not more than once without
assessing additional penalties.

Amended Ch. 214, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.

Computation of Fees and Penalties
9559. In computing any registration or weight fee or penalty imposed by

this code, whether on a proration or otherwise, a fraction of a dollar is
disregarded, unless it equals or exceeds fifty cents ($0.50), in which case it is
treated as one full dollar ($1). Computation of any penalty shall be made
from the fee after the same has been computed as provided in this section.

Any fee or penalty in an amount of forty-nine cents ($0.49) or less shall be
deemed to be one dollar ($1).

Amended Ch. 1241, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Waiver of Renewal Penalties on Repossessed Vehicle
9561. (a) When a legal owner or his or her agent repossesses a vehicle

on which renewal fees are due, the department shall waive any renewal
penalties that are due for late payment if the fees are paid within 60 days of
taking possession. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this code, when a
repossessed vehicle is sold through a dealer conducting a wholesale motor
vehicle auction as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 4456 and Article5
(commencing with Section 6100) of Chapter 2 of Division 3, any penalties
that may be due are waived, if all renewal fees that are due are paid not later
than 60 days after the date of sale at the auction. 

Amended Ch. 200, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 180, Stats. 1994. Effective July 11, 1994.

Vehicles Sold at Wholesale Auction: Late Registration Penalties: 
Waiver

9561.5. The department shall waive any penalties that may be due for
late payment of registration renewal fees on a vehicle if all of the following
criteria are met:

(a) The vehicle is sold through a dealer conducting a wholesale motor
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vehicle auction as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 4456 and Article5
(commencing with Section 6100) of Chapter 2 of Division 3.

(b) Immediately prior to the sale the vehicle was registered as a leased
vehicle.

(c) Delivery of the vehicle to the dealer conducting the wholesale motor
vehicle auction was not later than 25 days after the termination of the lease.

(d) The date of termination of the lease and the date of delivery to the
auction is reported on the application for registration, or application for
transfer and registration, in a format that is acceptable to the department.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 311, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Waiver of Penalties and Registration Fees
9562. (a) When a transferee or purchaser of a vehicle applies for

transfer of registration, as provided in Section 5902, and it is determined by
the department that registration penalties accrued prior to the purchase of
the vehicle, and that the transferee or purchaser was not cognizant of the
nonpayment of the fees for registration for the current or prior registration
years, the department may waive the registration penalties upon payment of
the fees for registration due. 

(b) Other provisions of this code notwithstanding, the director may, at his
or her discretion, investigate into the circumstances of any application for
registration to ascertain if penalties had accrued through no fault or intent
of the owner. If the director determines that the circumstances justify it, he
or she may waive any penalties upon payment of the fees for registration
then due. 

(c) When a transferee or purchaser of a vehicle applies for transfer of
registration of a vehicle, and it is determined by the department that fees for
registration of the vehicle for any year are unpaid and due, that the fees
became due prior to the transfer or purchase of the vehicle by the transferee
or purchaser and that the transferee or purchaser was not cognizant of the
fact that the fees were unpaid and due, the department may waive the fees
and any penalty thereon if the license plate assigned to the vehicle displays
a validating device issued by the department and the validating device
contains the year number of the registration year for which the transferee or
purchaser is requesting a waiver of fees and penalties. 

(d) Upon the transfer of a vehicle for which fees for registration and any
penalties thereon are unpaid and due, the fees and penalties are,
notwithstanding the provisions of Article6 (commencing with Section 9800)
of this chapter, the personal debt of the transferor of the vehicle who did not
pay the fees and penalties when they became due or accrued. 

The fees and penalties may be collected by the department in an
appropriate civil action if the department has waived the fees and penalties
pursuant to subdivision (c). 

Amended Ch. 223, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Rebuilt and Restored Vehicle: Registration Application and Fees
9563. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this code, when a vehicle

is rebuilt and restored to operation after it has been reported to be
dismantled pursuant to Section 11520, the application shall be deemed to be
an application for original registration of a new vehicle for determination of
fees.

Amended Ch. 889, Stats. 1973. Effective September 28, 1973.

Scrap Metal Processors: Exemption
9564. (a) A scrap metal processor, as described in paragraph (3) of

subdivision (a) of Section 221, who acquires a vehicle of a type subject to
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registration under this code, and who complies with all the provisions of this
section, is not required to submit a certificate of nonoperation in lieu of fees
or to pay fees that would otherwise be required if the vehicle were to be
currently registered.

(b) A scrap metal processor who acquires a vehicle as provided in
subdivision (a) shall submit either of the following to the department before
reducing the vehicle to its component materials:

(1) Documentation that the vehicle was acquired pursuant to Section
22669 and disposed of in compliance with Article2 (commencing with
Section 22850) of Chapter 10 of Division 11.

(2) The properly endorsed certificate of title transferring title to the scrap
iron processor and any available license plates or registration documents.

(c) A vehicle delivered to a scrap metal processor under subdivision (a)
shall not be reconstructed or made operable, unless it is a vehicle which
qualifies for either horseless carriage license plates or historical vehicle
license plates pursuant to Section 5004, in which case the vehicle may be
reconstructed or made operable.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 316, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Article 5. Partial Year Payment of Weight Fees
(Repealed and Added Ch. 636, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.)

Designation of Partial Year Periods
9700. With respect to vehicles subject to additional registration fees

under Section 9400 or 9400.1, a proportionate share of the additional fees
may be paid for any partial period of one month or more, but less than 12
months, in an amount determined to be one-twelfth of the annual
registration times the consecutive months, or fraction thereof, of the period
of registration.

Amended Sec. 30, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Application Fee for Partial Year Registration
9702. An additional fee of three dollars ($3) shall be charged for each

application for partial year registration, or renewal thereof, whenever a
person pays the fee under Section 9400 as provided in Section 9700.

Repealed and Added, Ch. 636, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Expiration and Renewal
9704. Every partial year vehicle registration and every certificate or

insignia issued under this Articleshall expire at midnight on the last day of
the period for which issued. The department may, upon payment of the
proper fees, renew the registration of the vehicle for a period of months less
than the remainder of the registration year or for the remainder of the
registration year.

Added Ch. 636, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Application for Partial Year Registration or Renewal
9706. (a) Application for partial year registration in conjunction with an

application for original California registration shall be made by the owner
within 20 days of the date the vehicle first becomes subject to California
registration. Any application for partial year registration submitted after
that 20-day period shall be denied registration for a partial year, and the
vehicle shall be subject to payment of the fees for the entire registration year.
In addition to the fee for the registration year, a penalty, as specified in
Section 9554, shall be added to the fee for registration.

(b) Any application to renew registration for a part of the remainder of
the registration year or for the entire remainder of the registration year shall
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be made prior to midnight of the expiration date of the last issued
registration certificate. Application shall be made upon presentation of the
last issued registration card or of a potential registration issued by the
department for use at the time of renewal and by payment of the required
partial year fees, or, if renewal is for the remainder of the registration year,
by payment of the annual fee required by Section 9400 or 9400.1, as reduced
pursuant to Section 9407.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an owner who registers a
vehicle pursuant to this Articleduring a calendar year shall, if the vehicle
was not operated, moved, or left standing upon a highway, file a certificate of
nonoperation prior to the date of the first operation of the vehicle on the
highways in a manner which requires that registration and shall, by
December 31 of each calendar year thereafter, file a certification pursuant to
subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 4604 when the vehicle is not registered for
operation on the highways for the succeeding calendar year.

(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (c), the owner of any vehicle being
moved or operated for the purpose of providing support to firefighting
operations while the vehicle or owner is under contract to the United States
Forestry Service, the United States Department of the Interior, the Bureau
of Land Management, the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, or the
Office of Emergency Services may obtain partial year registration if
application is made within 20 days of the date the vehicle is first operated,
moved, or left standing on the highway and the owner has obtained a letter
of authorization from the department prior to the date that the vehicle is first
operated, moved, or left standing on the highway.

Amended Sec. 31, Ch. 826, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Unavailable Registration Card
9706.1. If the registration card or potential registration card is

unavailable, payment of the fee prescribed by Section 9265 for the issuance
of a duplicate registration shall not be required in addition to the other fees
prescribed by subdivision (b) of Section 9706.

Added Ch. 13, Stats. 1991. Effective February 13, 1991.

Temporary Use of Prior Registration
9710. When an application for renewal of registration of a vehicle has

been made as required by Section 9706, the vehicle may be operated on the
highways until the new certificate or insignia of current registration has
been received from the department if there is displayed on the vehicle, in
addition to the license plates or validating devices issued to the vehicle for
the previous year, the certificate or insignia issued to the vehicle for the
previous partial year.

Amended Ch. 1352, Stats. 1990. Effective September 27, 1990.

Exception: Foreign Jurisdictions
9711. This Articledoes not apply to any owner or lessor of a commercial

vehicle based in a foreign jurisdiction which does not grant reciprocity or
proportionate registration to residents of this state while operating within
that jurisdiction.

Added Ch. 907, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Article 6. Enforcement of Liens
(Repealed and added Ch. 664, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.)

Lien for Fees, Taxes, and Penalties: Sale of Trip Permits
9800. (a) Payments for any of the following, and any interest, penalties,

or service fees added thereto, required to register or transfer the registration
of a vehicle, constitute a lien on the vehicle on which they are due or which
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was involved in the offense, and on any other vehicle owned by the owner of
that vehicle:

(1) Registration fees.
(2) Transfer fees.
(3) License fees.
(4) Use taxes.
(5) Penalties for offenses relating to the standing or parking of a vehicle

for which a notice of parking violation has been served on the owner, and any
administrative service fee added to the penalty.

(6) Any court-imposed fine or penalty assessment, and any
administrative service fee added thereto, which is subject to collection by the
department.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), if a person is cited for a foreign
registered auxiliary dolly, semitrailer, or trailer having been operated
without current year registration or valid California permits or registration,
an amount equal to the minimum registration fees or transfer fees, and any
penalty added thereto, from the date they became due, shall, by election of
the power unit operator, constitute a lien upon the California registered
power unit which was pulling the dolly, semitrailer, or trailer. However, this
subdivision is not applicable if the citation is issued at a scale operated by the
Department of the California Highway Patrol and registration for the vehicle
can be issued there immediately upon payment of the fees due.

(c) Every lien arising under this section expires three years from the date
the fee, tax, or parking penalty first became due unless the lien is perfected
pursuant to subdivision (d).

(d) A lien is perfected when a notice is mailed to the registered and legal
owners at the addresses shown in the department’s records and the lien is
recorded on the electronic vehicle registration records of the department. A
perfected lien shall expire five years from the date of perfection.

(e) Employees and members of the Department of the California Highway
Patrol assigned to commercial vehicle scale facilities may possess and sell
trip permits approved by the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Amended Ch. 1199, Stats. 1992. Effective September 30, 1992.

Certificate Requesting Judgment or Civil Action and Seizure and Sale: 
Hearings

9801. (a) (1) When the payment required for the registration or
transfer of a vehicle is delinquent pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 9800,
the department may collect the amount of the lien on the vehicle plus costs,
not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250), by the filing of a certificate
requesting judgment pursuant to Section 9805, or by appropriate civil action
and by the seizure and sale of the vehicle or any other vehicle owned by the
owner of the unregistered vehicle.

(2) In the case of a leased vehicle, the authority provided in paragraph (1)
to seize and sell the vehicle or any other vehicle owned by the owner of that
vehicle shall not apply to a lien for any delinquency for which only the lessee
is liable pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 10879 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code.

(b) At least 10 days before the seizure, notice of the lien and of the intent
to seize and sell the vehicle shall be given by the department to the registered
and legal owners, and to any other person known to be claiming an interest
in the vehicle, by registered mail addressed to those persons at the last
known addresses appearing on the records of the department.

(c) Any person receiving the notice of the lien and the intent to seize and
sell the vehicle may request a hearing to contest the existence or amount of
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the lien. If no hearing is requested, the vehicle shall be seized and sold.
(d) If a hearing is requested, 10 days’ notice shall be given of the time and

place of the hearing, which shall be held within the county of residence of the
person requesting the hearing or of the registered owner. The hearing shall
be conducted by a referee who shall submit findings and recommendations to
the director or his or her authorized representative, who shall decide the
matter. The decision shall be effective on notice thereof to the interested
parties. However, the director or his or her authorized representative may
rescind the decision and reconsider the matter for good cause shown at any
time within three years after the date the disputed fee or tax first became
due, or within one year from the hearing, whichever is later.

(e) At any time before seizure or sale, any registered owner, legal owner,
or person claiming an interest in the vehicle may pay the department the
amount of the lien, plus costs. In that event, the seizure or sale shall not be
held and the vehicle, if seized, shall be returned by the department to the
person entitled to its possession. This payment shall not constitute a waiver
of the right to a hearing.

(f) When the department or an authorized agent has reasonable cause to
believe that the lien may be jeopardized within the 10-day notice-of-intent
period, the vehicle may be seized without prior notice to the registered or
legal owner, upon obtaining authorization for the seizure from the Registrar
of Vehicles or authorized representative. In all those cases, a notice of the
lien and the intent to sell the vehicle shall be given by the department to the
legal and registered owner, and to any other person known to be claiming an
interest in the vehicle, within 48 hours after seizure excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and holidays specified in Section 6700 of the Government Code.
Any hearing to contest the lien and the seizure shall be requested within 10
days following transmittal of that notice.

(g) When a lien exists against one or more vehicles owned by the same
person or persons, the department may seize and sell a sufficient number of
the vehicles to pay the lien, plus costs, on one or more of the vehicles in
accordance with subdivision (a).

(h) The Department of the California Highway Patrol shall assist with
the seizure and impounding of the vehicle. Any municipality or county law
enforcement agency may assist with the seizure and impounding of the
vehicle.

(i) Any property found by the department in any vehicle seized under the
provisions of this Articleshall be handled by the department in the same
manner as is provided in Sections 2414 and 2415.

Amended Ch. 1211, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.

Conduct of Sale: Distribution of Proceeds
9802. (a) The Registrar of Vehicles or authorized representative shall

conduct the sale in the same manner as provided by law for the seizure and
sale of personal property by the assessor for the collection of taxes due on
personal property.

(b) The department may bid for the vehicle an amount equal to the lien
held by the department for registration, transfer, and license fees, use taxes,
parking penalties, and any interest, penalties, and costs added thereto. In all
cases where the vehicle becomes the property of the department, it shall be
reduced to junk and sold.

(c) The proceeds of any sale shall be allocated by the department for the
following purposes and in the following order:

(1) Costs incurred by the department.
(2) Registration and transfer fees and any penalty added thereto.
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(3) License fees and any penalty added thereto.
(4) Use taxes and any interest or penalty added thereto.
(5) Perfected mechanics’ liens.
(6) Perfected security interests.
(7) Penalties for offenses relating to the standing or parking of a vehicle

and any administrative service fee added thereto. Any other court-induced
liability, and any administrative service fee added thereto, which is subject
to collection by the department.

(8) All other fees due the department.
(9) Any remainder to the person whose claim of interest in the vehicle is

approved by the department.
(d) Notwithstanding Section 42270, the proceeds of a sale allocated

pursuant to paragraphs (4) to (9), inclusive, of subdivision (c) shall not be
transmitted to the Treasurer for deposit in the Motor Vehicle Account in the
State Transportation Fund.

(e) The department shall transmit to the State Board of Equalization all
use taxes, interest, and penalties collected under this Articlewithin 60 days
after receipt thereof in the form which may be prescribed and approved
jointly by the department and the board.

Amended Ch. 1199, Stats. 1992. Effective September 30, 1992.

Departmental Action: Court Review
9803. Nothing in this code prevents a review or other action as may be

permitted by the Constitution and laws of this state by a court of competent
jurisdiction of any order of the department to seize and sell a vehicle.

Added Ch. 1212, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Statute of Limitations: Court Review
9804. (a) Any action brought in a court of competent jurisdiction to

review any order of the department to seize and sell a vehicle shall be
commenced within 90 days from the date notice is given of the order.

(b) Upon final completion of all administrative appeals, the department
shall give written notice to the owner of a vehicle ordered for seizure and sale
of his or her right to a review of the order by a court pursuant to subdivision
(a).

Added Ch. 1212, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Certificate Requesting Judgment for Payment of Lien
9805. (a) The department may file in the office of the ( ) Clerk of the

Superior Court of Sacramento County, or any other county, a certificate
specifying the amount of any fee, tax, penalty, and collection cost due, the
name and last known address of the individual, company, or corporation
liable for the amount due, and the fact that the department has complied
with all the provisions of this division in the computation of the amount due,
and a request that judgment be entered against the individual, company, or
corporation in the amount of the fee, tax, penalty, and collection cost set forth
in the certificate if the fee, tax, penalty, or collection cost constitutes either
of the following:

(1) A lien under this division on the vehicle on which it is due is not paid
when due, and there is evidence that the vehicle has been operated in
violation of this code or any regulations adopted pursuant to this code.

(2) A lessee liability as provided in Section 10879 of the Revenue and
Taxation Code.

(b) Prior to the filing of the certificate, the department shall, by mail,
notify the individual, company, or corporation of the amount which is due
and of the opportunity for a hearing as provided in this subdivision. At the
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request of the individual, company, or corporation, the department shall
conduct a hearing pursuant to Section 9801, at which it shall be determined
whether the claimed fee, tax, penalty, or collection cost in the amount
claimed by the department is due and constitutes a lien on the vehicle, and
whether the individual, company, or corporation is liable therefor.

(c) If no hearing is requested within 15 days after mailing the notice
required by subdivision (b), the certificate required by subdivision (b) may be
filed.

Amended Ch. 1211, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.
Amended Sec. 593, Ch. 784, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following “county clerk”

Payment: Courts Entry of Registration Judgment
9806. The ( ) clerk of the court, immediately upon the filing of the

certificate specified in Section 9805, shall enter a judgment for the people of
the State of California against the individual, company, or corporation in the
amount of any fee, tax, penalty, and collection cost set forth in the certificate.
The ( ) clerk may file the judgment in a looseleaf book entitled “Department
of Motor Vehicles Registration Judgments.”

Added Ch. 676, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.
Amended Sec. 594, Ch. 784, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following “county”

Execution Upon the Judgment
9808. Execution shall issue upon the judgment specified in Section 9806

upon request of the department in the same manner as execution may issue
upon other judgments, and sales shall be held under the execution as
prescribed in the Code of Civil Procedure, except that attachment may not
issue against any real property.

Added Ch. 676, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.
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